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TO THE 


READER 


His Excellent Diſcourſe, A 


breathing the Excellence. © © 
| of it's (now Deceaſed) Authors * 
 Pirit, craves thy moſt ſerious. 
peruſal , and it will plemtifully 
reward the hours which fball be 
ſpent thereon. It greatly ſavours * 
of deep thoughts, ſtrict obſerva» « 
tons, and long and great experi=- 
ence of God, f Things, and Per 
ſons. Creatures lo _ m_ 


bs To the Reader. 
-” ata diflance, and in proſpe& ; but 
when nearer tous, they are then 
| eaſily booked through, and ſeldom 
Found to correſpond with their Ap- 
 _pearances tous, and with our ex- 
Ppectations from them. But God 
# ſuch a deep and boundleſs Abyſs 
70t PerfeSion, as moſt delightfully 
.}, will endure and recompence all 
_ the ſeverity and cloſeneſs of our 
| i ern Thoughts about bim. 
 PerfeGted Spirits are all thought | 
| concerning God, and find their 
Hearts enflamed, and all. their 
Powers invigorated thereby e- 
F ternally, to inexpreſſible Satis- 
||. - faction: And what warieties 
| of pleaſant Thoughts the Innume- 
rable Inflances and Mirrours of 
Dzvine Excellencies 7 in the Hea- 
Vens 


w” ty» *%% 


dull, whilſt God is triflingly and 


Þ vanced without Faith? Can Faith 


To the Reader. iy, 7 
vens will endleſly Miniſter unto,” ; 


can be comfortably nothing : And © Z F 


ſeldom thought on, and converſed 
withby us. Can holy Walking be 
preſerved and promoted without 
lbve ? Can love to God and Chriſt, 
and to the invi ble State,be kind- 
led, cheriſhed, and continually ad- 


be any t bing but Fancy and Pre» #þ 
23 Juan m, AI 
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vi To the Reader. 


umption, without Thought and 
Knowledge ? And can the Life 
of Faith, Hope, Love, and holy 
Walking, be fixt and vigorous, 
and proficient, without our ſerious 
and frequent repreſentations of 
God mnto our ſelves by ſolemn 
Contemplations of his excellent 
PerfeStions,free Communications, 
plentiful Proviſions, and glorious 
Deſigns, wheretohe hath entitled 
#5, ſeeing our Religion and Devo- | 
tions in all the parts thereof can 
bave no Life and Soul but this ? 
What is it to converſe with God 
zn Solitude, but to attuate our 
Thoughts of what we know con- 
cerning God in Chriſt, and to 
accomodate them to all the nced- 


ful 


To the Reader. wy 
ful and uſeful Purpoſes of Reli- 


gion and Dewotion; and to make 


Thoughts ſolemnly ſerwiceable to. 
the great Ends thereof, v12. our 


| due and  ſeaſonable Repreſenta- 


tions of our God to us, and of 
our ſelves to him in Chriſt, pur- 


ſuant to the ſtated and occa- 
fional Ends and Intereſts of 


Chriſtian Godlineſs, as the mat- 
ter may require? Converfing 
thus with God, wants not its 


great Adwantages in life and _ 


death. And if theſe Thoughts 
contained in this Book, (which 
did ſo greatly reconcile the Au- 
thor to the Thoughts of his then 
approaching,but now experienced 


Death,) were more in Exerciſe at 
Funeral 


vii To the Reader. 
Funeral Solemnities,and thisBoo 
then put into the hands of Mour- 
ners, it would be no matter of 
Repentance that I know of 
Theſe are the haſty Thoughts 


and Sentiments of thine in and 


for the Lord, w ” 


Matthew Sylveſter. 


London, Sept. 12 
I 692. 
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F_ -7 O-C onverſing 


untruſtineſs in this temporary forſaking 


. of him, that ſo-he might fullyer-cor- 


vince them, that he knew what was in 
Man, and that hekneyw future contingey: 
Cies (or things to come, which leem 
moſt dependent-0n the Will of Many 
and that he yoluntarily ſubmitted to his 
deſerted State, an expefted no ſupport 
from Creatures, but that 4a» ſhould 
then do leaft. for' Chriff, wheh Chroſt was 


_ doing ft for Many that en by;an 
unthanlful faking © , ſhould then 
manifeſt his for ſakes deplorate Rate, when 


' Chriſt was to make Atonement for his 
Reconciliatidf toGod;and was preparing. 


the moſt coſtlyRemedy for his Recovery. 
He foretold them of the | Fruit which 


| their. lofimgity would produce, to hum. 
ble them that were. apt to. 
highly of themlclves. for the' late free 


were. apt to think too 


Confeſſion they . had made” of Chriſt, 
when -they had" newly faid {Now we 
are ſite that thou knoweſt all things: by 
"his We are ſure, that thou —_ forth 
from God, ver. 30. LE OG 
He anſwereth them {| Do ye pow be 
lieve? Bubold, the hour cometh, &c.) Not 


P 


that Chriſt would not have his Servants | - 
know hisgraces in them, but he age" F, 
] " wa. alſo ] ; 
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' never be better: with--vs 3 So when we 
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th 
_ 


goes well ire © wy, we Tre tar we 
time is coming when it may: wo 5 iq 


kd. oo. "obo I 3 


with God in ſolitude. Z 
alſo have them know 'the Corrupteon that 
is/atent,and the infirmity conſiſtent with 
their grace. We are very ape: to judge 
of all that #5 #7 #s, 'and 'of all chat we 
ſrall do hereafter, by what we. _ it. 
the preſent upon::0ur heavts.:: As; 

we feel the Rtirring ofdame. C 
we are - he yo that then as 
thine elſe, a ardiy perceive con- 
my grace, -and arwaph! to: think&it will . 


WP 


fiel the Exerciſe of Faith, Deſore 0x: Love, 
we are apt to overlook the- | 4 
Corruptions, and: to think. that: we. ſhall . 
never feel them more.” /But Chriſt would _ 


As Chriſt ſaid to-his: Diſcicless 


the caſe : of -Believint, we tay / Oy {RT 


anode Eyre} Pobrano oor 
be. now Believn ?..) Its: rell : Dome 
time may be coming/ in "vl THAN 

brought” ro ſhake wich; theo 
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doing 


EO -C ke 
untruſtineſs in this temporary forſaking 


of him that ſo he might fullyer-<cow. 


vince them, that he knew what was in 
Man, and that heknew future contingen; 
Cies (ar things to come, which leem 
moſt dependent/on the Will of Man) 
and that he yoluntarily ſubmitted to his 
deſerted State, ant expefted no ſupport 
from Creatures, but that 4a» ſhould 
then do lea/ fr Ig __ Chriſt _ 
Man by;a 

un Y, ſhould 

his rſt ig Eh, Rob whes 


| Theiſt was to make Atonement for his 


Reconciliation toGod;atid was preparing 
the moſt coſtlyRemedy for his Recovery. 
He foretold ; rigs 


25 ner pert r= age 
y of t ves. for the late free 
Confeflion they had made: of Chrift, 
when -they had newly ſaid Not 7 
are ſure that thou knoweſt all i 

wy forth 


this we are ſure, that thou come 


from God, ver. 30. 
He atiſwereth' them [Do ye now be- 
lieve? Bebold, tht hour cometh, &c.7] Not 


that Chrift would not have his Servants #-: 


know his graces in them, but he rl þ 
a 


of the Fruit which 
| Ho naqpx4 would produce, to hum- 
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' trary grace, -and are-apt toi think it will . 


 acquainting us with the:mutability - 


time is coming when it "may=go woule. . 
| As Chriſt ſaid 'to-his DN 
oe Cale 'of Believing, we ' ma f, lay 


ve-2ow Believe 7.) Its wells: "Donthe Ne 


with God in ſolitude. 3 

alſo have them know 'the Corruptsor that 
isſatent,and the infirmity conſiſtent with 

their grace. We are very apt to judge 

of 'all chat z5- in #7; and of all ras | 
ſell do hereafter, by what we. feel: at. 
the preſent uponr:out hearts.: Aa when 

ve feel the ftirring ofdame Cor 
we are apt to think that there '4 | 
thing "elſe, and hardly ily ef 


never be better: with -us :- So when we 
fied the Exerciſe of Fasth, Deſire Or; Love, 
we are apt to overlook the 'contrar 
Corraptions, and- to think: that we hal 
never feel them-more.- But Chriſt would 
keep us- both humble -atitl  vigilane,” b 


mconſtancy--of our 'rhinds. - When 3H Y 
goes well with- us, we forget that the | | 


vur ſelves in that and ather; 
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>Of Cori i 
[ Tures, I of :the Liſe to 'come*- 'Do'we 
i mow rejoyce inthe perſuafions-ofthe-Eove- 
| <f God!77 The*time® may”. be.:coming 
| -when|wewlzy think' our: felves Forlaken 

- *aniÞ»ant6ne; "bad think he wilt efteem || 

muſt us.as bis Enemies, /  Dawe wow 

Mar fevwonr; arid +: pour * but our 
irpenly to! God? It: is-oreth: 


os... 
”y woot 


Aeytba 


with God in: foltt 
ed, they ſhifted eath 'Man + 


Ny key en [Them-olÞ;nhe: —_ 
forſook. him and fled. : d;avh 

19. be that the- Ser pure 

| filled, Mat:-26. 15% 2) 
{aid - to: bes hat 
Chriſt - bim if - wight be | 
that Scriptute-Pro 

$i by which they: 

that God couſed 1 


7; Of Copverſing 
tures, and of the Life to come. Do we 
now rejoyce inthe perſuaſions of the Love 
of God'?? The+time may be. coming 
when we may think our ſelves forlaken 
and--ungone, 'and think. he will eſteem 
'zyd/ uſe us.as his Enemies. Do we now 
cpr ay -widh: fervour, and pour © out our 
-Souk enjarpedly to God? It is well: 
- Pat "the-time may be coming when we 
(all ſeem! to! be "as dumb , and-:prayer- 
"teſs,- and fay,: we'cannot prays. or-elſe 
- we-find no audience: and :acceptance. of 
our. (Prayers. Chriſt: knoweth that in 
us which: wo little know: by our ſelves; 
'and-thereſore may foreknow, thatwe will $4 
*corwir fuch [Sins,: or fall into: fuch-Dan- Þ& 
i gers,' as we little fear: #4 "nin; 
:. *What Chfiſt here propheGeth tothem '{® 
did afterwards all come';to paſs. As 
.foon as ever Danger and Frouble did 
appear, they began to flag, and toiſhew 
' how. il] they could adhere unto him or 
\ Tuffer- with him, without bis ſpecial cor- 
- toborating Grace. ' In'the Garden-when 
© herwas: ſweating Blood in Prayer, they [| 
were ſleeping; Though the: Spirit wis [| + 
willing; 'the Fleſh --was-weak 2: They  .. 
4" 8 -icotlld matuwwtch with im one; hour, Mat. F ; 
F 640145! Whenhe woe apprehend» Þ . 
" =, aan -& 4: SEE. - 


with God in ſolitnde, & 
ed, they ſhifted each Man for-himfelf, 
Mat. 26. 56. [ Then «ll the Diſcip les 
ferſook_ him and fied. And:as thig is fig | 
to be that the Scriptures might be -{al- 
filed, Mat. 26. 54, 56.  {o-1t-muehs; be 
tail to be, That this  Preartuon 'of 
Chriſt himſelf might be. fulfilled,” : -Nov 
that Scripture Propheſies did cauſe: wht 
St by which rhey- were fulfilled, . nor 
that God cauſed theifin _to- fulbll his 
own Predi&ions; but that Gad:cannot 
be-ceceived :who foretold "in Scriptures 
long. before, 'that thus. if , would, COME. 
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Of Converſinz / 
or {whatever God feretelleth, vaſt neſ- 
ceſſarily come to paſs, that is, - will.cer- 
tammy come to pals: but this God hath 
foretold ; therefore this will c:mg ro paſs. 
Here are three obſcrvable points.in Þ / 
the Text, that are worthy. our diſtina }f | 
Conſideration, though for brevity take ÞÞ 
| ſhall handle them together. | 
1. That Chriſt was forſaken by bis | 
{ 


own Diſciples, and left alone. 
2. When the Diſciples left Chriſt, they 
were ſcattered every one to his own, They 
returned to their old -Habitations, and 
qua RUMTE, _ on urs re 


> 


"When $f Was $06 by. 
£2: les, and left ale, yet 'was be not - 
| foe? of big Father, nor left fo-alone 

||. *- as to be ſeparated from him or bis love.” 
LEES \\'/ are now o-confieer (of this, mot. 
Is 3+; 6aty. as i part 'of 'Chriſts Humiliation, 
119 © i Vit 2!fo uy a- Porn | ifig which we mat F 
| avgee 1 be" a Ns wo bim. Tt may 
be» poſſibly: 


with God. in Lacrnl litade. 


polſidly ſeem trange 
would ſuffer all bs Ds Diſcope ON to 
4 | him in his Extremity = i 
.] | wil ſeem ſtrange 70 us, when in þog 
in gm ip Dara = 
&& pernaps for 4 we 
Ke : forſaken by thoſe that we bn 
highly valued, and had + the  greateſf 
i: | fawilarity with. But there. are. many 
Reaſons of this permiſhye Providence 
. open to our obſervation. 1 
Wi Ibry 
ing for .'Sim, Ne w even 
permit the  Powes. and odiouſbeſs of fin 


f their Fae, but to-magniie 


a 
foley 


'he-will bring his Followety 
knowledge of themitlies, 


Apt that which" -all their | 
| them | humble, 2 ad 


e them frow-prefumapl 
Ity theniſe\ves: . ws 
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8 Of Converſing 


doning and healing grace, by the means or 
occafion of the fins which he pardoneth 
and healeth, 

2. Hzreby he will bring his Foilowers 
to the fuller knowledge of themlelves, 
and ſhew them that which all their 
days ſhould keep them humble, and 
watchful, and fave them from preſump. 
tion and truſting in themſelves: When 


. we have made any full Confeſſion of 


- Chriſt, or done him any conſiderable 


«ſervice, we are apt to lay with the 


Diſciples; Mat. 19. 27. Behold, we have 
{Yan all, and followed thee; - VVhat 
ul oe Zerg ng As L wp ns had rather 


bot: Pealirips, :0then they -abM+:hertof 
uitgerſtand thei Weakneſs, and know . 
on neg wn rurreys oy his V7- 0} 
£1 uy of 'Heraby:: bt bettetun- 
derftand' what. they wont: pave rbeth, if 
God had lefr pts rhemtplves; that 
Rt ho thankfulfor! grace reeei- 
6, Bd 2mtay not boaſt themſcives: a» 
2 Saint 


gainſt the miſerable weld, .4 asf þ 
made therfolyes- to'-<hffery an I 


y hurt us 2 ts us; we | 
r | whomwe muft be beholdento ſuppary wh 
- 4. Chriſt would permit his Dill F 
- Þ| - thus far to forſake him,” Heckatſe! My 
j have no ſrepport frgm man, in his lulfo g 
tf for man; This was part of his yohunt 
humiliation, to he deprived ofa earthly: Sj 
* | comforts, and to bear affQiofepenfrom: - = | 
| thole fon; thar- but lately were hisfeit \E- 1 
| fol fervants +: that men dealing like way 2" 
and [fmers, whiehe rh ney Ds 


and as'A Ft, NOANALT 


as-y —_— CLE 
5. Ohriſt did; NE. nd 
courage; of his'Djiciples-3hus Har fable 
_ that their witnefs'to himatſign off be. | 
Freater- oredir and. authority,;. wb hen 
actual Reforrection and The-©0 ſr, yo: 
ton. ole Spitin ſhould gomngeh3r 
beligvets all-rheir:dawbts', 
lipated, 


LOR 
s 


| - witneſſes by the doubtibg world: 

Bye? 46. Laſt! » by cr Avor and diſh: 
pation” of 'his Diſciples, Chriſt would 
teach us whenever we are called to fol- 
fow him in ſuffering, what to expeR from 
the beſt of men; Even to know that of 
themſelyes they are untruſty, and may 
fail us :- and therefore not to look for too 


0! -**- eveh affiſtaice or encouragement from 


them.” Pail lived in a time when Chri- 
Riang were more ſelf-denying and Red- 
faſt than they_are now : And Paul was 
_ that might better expect to be faith- 
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din his ſufferings for | 
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with God in-line. 
'-Nor1$it all alike that — 
Peter doth got do as Judes: The 
may manifelt their 5 3. but the-Hiye 
poerices will manife! heir Bop. 
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- And accordingly ei ags - 
famifiarsthat were aryl being: 
woridlings and” carnal at the heart-inijy 


e the 'cauſe' of Chriſt, and follow the 

of gain and honour ;- when ourtemp- 
ted ſhrinking friends that m_ may haye 
fome fincerity,. may perhaps 00k ſirange- 
2 us, and ſcem wot to know #1,; and may 
hide their by and ſhew” their fearsz © 
toſtudy ſome ſelf- 
anne Yn" FR : 
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ou' m3 
'fome-of Dur Friends; ne Bits fry = 
that hover about* you for: can 
Let," aifX whit they 


you haye, they will- forſake you, 1 
'*pethapt'repwozelryou; decaufe yortaw 
ns more to give them. They are ye! 
"Friends" more for" what' they yer expel 
"ew. you," than fo? voy have 
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Childrens: fake of my own | Body Tea, 
young Children <:ſpiſed me: Faroſe, and 
they ſpake' 1gainſt-me ; - All my 1nward 
friends abhorred me ; and they. whom. 1 
loved ave turned againſt me, Job 19-14, 
T4, 15s 16, 17, 1>,-19. Why may not 


.you as well'as+ David be put 'tofay, Yes 


mine own'familiar Friend in whom 1 truſt. 
ed, which did eat of 'my Bread, hath lift 
up "bir Heel 'a gainſt me!" Pal,” al, 9 


Thoſe * that does been moſt acquainted 


;yich the ſetrets of your Soul; and'pri- 
'vy to your” very: thoughts may be «the 
perſonslthar ſhall beteay'you;' or grow 
range to you. Thoſe" that you: have 
moſt obliged by ; $, 0ay os 
your greate? Enemies,” | 


Sis my W., 
way: If you' have" piven' them 'atl "Uh 


received. If y6u-earinor; Mille 


mw 6 to Saas or feed their? Lorettt 


delires, ot ſopply their 'Waots, (you are 
ar as fa ng 
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that comend with me; Shall Evit be-re- 
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with God in {olitude. 25 
t> them but as one that they 'had ne- 
rer known. Many a faithful Miniſter 
of Chriſt hath ſtudied, and preacht, and 
prayed, and wept for their Peoples Souls, 
and after all have bcen- taken for their 
Enemies, and uſed as ſuch; yea even 
kecanſe they have done ſo much for. them. 
Like the Patient, that being curedof 
2 mortal ſickneſs, ſued his Phyſician at 
Law for making him ſick with the: Phy- 
fick (But it is_indeed or ancured Pati. 
ents only that are offended with-vs:) 
Paul was. accounted an Enemy to-:the 


Calathians, becauſe he teld [them the 


truch, Ungrateful - truth '-maketh-the 
faithfulleſt Preachers moſt ungrateful. Tc 
muſt ſeem no wonder to a Preacher of 
the Goſpel, when he -hath (cntreazed, 


prayed, and wept night and ' day- fer 


miſerable Souls, and laid tris hands as it 
were under their feet in hopes of their 
Converſion and -Salvation, to: find\.them 
after all; his'-bitter Enemies, and-ſcek- 
ng his Deſtruion, that could have lad 
down his Life for their Salvation. feremy 
ſeemed too impatient under this affliAQi- 
on, when' he ſaid {Give heed to we,'O 
Lord, ard hbearken to the Voice of them 
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as 
aod-wiiecgrcnk bendfirs be: fotgotteng. 
and-requited withirhe. greateſt: wrongs:] 
news 'Familiars hho be -your Fora 
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with God '#n- ſalltude. +7 
ue hz Lord, what wander if; faint hearted 
fbrends difown'- you, or me, thar may 
give them too mych occafion.or pretente? . 
Why may not you end I. be put to fay 
# David did, Pſal. 38; 11, 12. EMy lo- 
tit and thy Friewsd) ftand: atoof- from"wy 
ave; arid my Kinſmitn fland afar £ 7h 
(that ſeth. after my Life lay Snares fer 
And they that ſeth, ly hurt ſreak, miſchits 
40Ks oy "aid © imragine deveits\ all the 
«dy: long. ] They-:thatin' fearfulhets witl 
fil their 14aher' att Ridremer; and | ha- 


Ard thoir- Safonriep, may by -x> fmaller 
es be drawa6e: nel ſyeb friends 
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18 | Of Converſong 
one 870tner ; how apt are we to cake wn. 
kindneſſes at one another, and to- be ſuſ- i} 4n 


' pici0ns of our; Friends, or offended with W fai 


them? And how apt to give occaſion of © fai 
ſuch offence ? How apt are we to ce Þ pic 
{ure one another, and to miſinterpret I 0: 


. the words and ations of our Friend;? ll Or 


AnJ haw apt to give occaſion of ſuch 
miſtakes and cutting cenſures ? And the 
more kindneſs we have -found in, or £x- 
peed from our Friends, the more theu 
real or ſuppoſed injuries will affe& ws. 
We are aptto ſay, [Hadit-been # firar- 
ger, 1 could bave born: it ; Rit: ta be (fed 
thus by my boſom or familiar Friend, gou 
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ſerhvs to forget the frailty and infiemb 
ties: of. Man, ,and with what allowaneet 
and expetations we muſt chooſe and uſe 
our Friends; and.:when we forget "the 
Lovei that remaineth in the midi of 
paſGons. b tents Ab< 8; 
- 4. Allo croſs Intereſts and uoſuicablenes 
may nos interrupt the: faſtelt 
friend:/hip. F#rendſhip is very mach' fout 
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with God 1 ſolitude. Iv 
an & in aitablencſs, and malntaineUby it « 

| 4nd among mortals, there is no pies 
ith Þ fartablceneis ro be found but much wa» 
of B fvitablenc<fs Rill remaincth. That which 
es © plcaleth one, is Ciſplealing to another - 
ret & One likewh this place, and the other that: 
2? Bf Ore 1:keth this habir, and the other that: 
<> © 0ne is for mireth, and the other for ſad» 
he Þ refs: One for talk, and the other for ft» 
'x- I ſence : One for a publick, and the other 


cir @ for a private life. And their perſonality 
us. or individuation having ſelSdove 3s inie- 
1- © parable, will unavoidably exulc a contra» 
od rity of interefts, The Creatore is in» 
& f uſficient for vs: If one have it, perhaps 
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| | ard r2iſe ers, jealouhes and, dif. 
| f taſtes. Sometimes the Commodity of one 
| #the diſcommodiry of the- other: And 
| then { 1ine and Thine} (which are: con- 
' ary to the community: of :friendibip,) 


wy divide and alienate, and maketwo Jv... 
# thofs char ſermed.one. Thelinftances | 
I © 4rabaw and Lot {upon the differ- 
tice-among their Servanrs). and. of tes 
- an 
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ael,'and of Jacob and: Eſa, ail * 
evand Zacoh, and of Leab and'Bi. kr 
ind of Joſeph and his Brechren, wad 
of Saul and David;:and of Ziba'; 

boſhtth and David, with many. 6rhoacell 
us this. 1t is rare” to meet with a Jont- 
than, that will endearedly love that wan 
ro-the Qeatly, who is appointed to:08 


 Prive! him of a/Kingdom: If one can but 


lay C7 ſuffer ' by bim, or [' ansa loy 


_ bin} (it: dee. endugh!to: ex 


friendly thoughts and actions. __ 
\ ate andeſtonoB 55 cher 
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with God in falta. £ x 7:2, 
to.God, to diſfown: you-if you dif6 | 
fr. from him, as taking-you: for, one'that 
difowneth the. truth-of God: and thert- 
re one that God himſelk; dyſowneth 4 or 
aheaft to grow cold:in; his; affethion Gr 
ward you, and. to:cecline-from | you; +48 
te-that thinks. you-dp Jrom: God. 
igreemebt; ih, opinigns- bw poo he | 
concite AﬀeQions 4 ſo diſagreement dath 
ſcetly ,and. ſtrangely alienate them s. 6» 
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they, or that thou art ſo weak and igng. 
rant as not to {ee 'whar ſcems to them {6 
cleara truth; or thir thou” art to ſinple 
to cat away thv ſelf by crothng them 
that might-prefer thee, or ro full unter 
the diſpleature of thole thathave power 
to raiſe or ruine thee : But if thou beſo 
ſmple, thou mayeſt be the objeRt of their 
lamentation, but art no familiar friend for 
them; + "They think it fitteſt ro cloſe and 
converſe with thoſe of their own'razk and 
flatare, and not with ſuch ſhrubs and chil. 
dren that may prove their trouble -and 
 -,: And ſome of. your friends will 
think that By a more through ' acquaith 
rence © with” you, they have: fond 
out more of your ;7firmities or faults; 


. -and therefore have found that you are 


leſs aimable and valuable than at firſt they 


| judged you - They will think' that by 


diſtance," tinacquaintedneſs, and an over- 


| hafty love and judgment, they were 


miſtaken in you ; and that now they ſee 
reaſon to repent of the love which they 


think was guilty of ſome errors and e#- 


ceſs: when they come nearer you, and 
have had more tryal of you, they will 


think they are fitter to judge of you thin 


before i}. 
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with God im ſolitude. 23 
before : And inceed our defecis ate-fo 
mary, and all our infirmitics fo grear, 
that the more men know vs, the more 
they may fee in us that deferveth pity or 
reproof; and as Pitiurcs, 'we appear lefs 
beautiſul at the neareſt view > Though 
this will not warrant the withdrawing of 
that Love which is due to friends, and r0 
jertue even in the imperfea : nor will 
excuſe that alienation and decay' of 
fiendſhip that is cauſed by the pride-of 
lach 'as overlook, perhaps much greater 
failings and weaknefles in themſelves, 
which need forgiveneſs. | 
8. And perhaps ſome of your Friends 
will grow weary of their Friendſhip, ha- 
ing that” infirmity of - humane nature, 
not to be much pleaſe] with one thing 
long. Their love is a flower that quick- 
ly withereth: It is # ſhortliv'd thing 
that ſoon groweth old. It muſt-be novel- 
7 _ muſt'feed their love and their de: 
ght. L 41 Ah Sw: 275 © - 
9. And perhaps' they may have got 
fome better Friend: in their apprehen- 
fions, *that'may have ſo much intereſt as 
to take them'up, and leave no room for 
antient Friends. It may be they have 
mct with thoſe that are more ſuitable,” or 
| p " —_—_ 
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can: be wore uſeful to them :, ho have 

wore learning, Or Wit, or wealth, or power, 
| = than you bave, and therefore (cexx more 
worthy of their, Friendſhip: ,-: .,,,.. 

. 10. And ſome of; them may think whey 
* youart in 3.low; and ſuſſering So, and 
in danger of worſe, that ic is pars of ghee. i " 
auty,of ſelfqpreſervation to be Rrange, zp ſo 
you; though imheareghey wiſh you 1 wel 
They. will thank; they; Arc not 6 
hazard. theralelves, won the diſple 


tas Bog, tw 0c:L pultac Vs vn 
bough th gy rub not. 
Off, &h they thinkThey,cay d ci [7 ame F 
for heir GW preſcryation.. kl 
d both prod Suey 3 pa. 
both, ſtudy t9.guderftand-whi 
:Lyiegaule, q/Ghrit, a0d.th "® 
his Ghuxch, and, withal (@;he abte to.de: 
nyithemſclves,and 1Jſo,mult Gudy to.uns 
deritand what;Chrift meaneth 17. his fi 


nal ſentence [,/zi«4. wack a4 yo 4. aid ut (of. 
did it not) to one of the 4 of theſe Z 
2444, or for that which in, value;h == 
No; proportion with them,; Hor'yet, 


Brethren, you 4id.u (or,digiit,nor (to me 
As/if it were to "Liſi it the. Eo — 

wedeny to rugany hazard when it, " ba-m 
$Cz3 | 


miſt acither caſt PRegy our hoes, 
8? " > . 


with God in ſolitude. 23 
ded ow duty : So is it in our viſiting thoſe 
that fuffer for the cauſe of Chrift - (but 
that here the owning them being the cou 
feſſne of him, we need” more teldom to 
fear being too forward.) h 

11. And ſome of your friends may co- 
ver their fairhfulneſs with the pretence of 
ſeme fault that you have been guilty of, 
lome errour that you hold, or ſome ww- 
banſem or culpable a&t that you have done, 
or ſome duty that you have left undone or 

faled in. For they think there is not a 
detter ſhelter for their wnfaithfulneſs, 
then to pretend for it the Name and Canſe 
of Gra, zn7 fo to make a duty of their fn. 
Who would not juſtifie them, if they 
can bur prove, that Ged requirers them, 
and Religion oTigerh th:m to forfake you 
Fryour faults? There are few crimes in 
the wor!d that by ſome are not farhered 

on God (that moſt hateth them) as think- 
ing no nzme can ſo much honour them. 

Falſe friens therefore uſe this means as 

well 23 other Hypocrites: And though 

Ged i8 Love, and condemneth nothing 

more than uzcharitableneſs 32 malive,yet 

theſe are commonly .by falſharted Hypo- 
crites, . called by pious vertuous names, 
and God hiniſelf is entitled to them : fo 


c 
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26 Of Converſing 
that few worldlings, ambitious perſong 
\ or timeſeryers, but will confidently pre. 
tend Religion for all their fa!ſhood to 
their friends, or bloody cruelty to the 
ſervants of Chriſt, that comply not with 
their carnal intereſt, 
' 12, Perhaps fome of your friends may 
really miſtakg your caſe, and think that you 
ſoffer as evil doers, and inftead of com 


ers: This is one of the moſt notable 
things ſet out to our obſervation in the 
1 book of Fob: It was not the ſmalleſt part 
118 of his affliction, that when the hand of 
f God was heavy vpon him, and then if 
eyer was the time for his ſriends to have 
been his comforters, and friends indeed, 
on. the contrary they became his ſcourge, 
 andby unjuſ accuſations,” and miſunterpre- 
tations of the providence of God, did 
reatly add to his affliction ! when God 
ad taken away his children, wealth and 
health, his friends would take away the 
reputation and comfort of his integrity; 
and-under pretence of bringing him tore- 
atance, did charge him with that which 
e was never guilty of; They wounded 
his good name, and would have wounded 
his conſcience, and deprived him of his - 
wa 


j 


forting you, ma 5 be your ſharpeſt cenſur. 


|| or envy, or pecviſhneſs; or falling out, 


with God in ſolitude. 27 
mar] peace : Cenſorious falſe accdling 
friends do cut deeper then malicious ſlan« 
dring enemies. It is no wonder if fravgs 
ers or enemies do misjudge and mitreport 
our aGions: But when your boſow friends, 
that ſhould moſt intimately know you, 
and be the cheif witneſs of your innocency 
2painſt all others, ſhall in their jealoubie, 


be your chief reproachers and unjuft accy- 
ſers, as it makes it ſerye more credible to 
others, ſo it will come neareſt to your 
ſelves. And yet this is a thing that mulf 
beexpected : yea even your moſt ſelf.de- 
nying aRs of obedience to God, may be 
ſomilunderftood by godly men, andreaf 
friends, .as by them to be taken for:your 
great miſcarraige, and turned to your re- 
buke: As Davids dancing before the 
Ark was by his wife z which yet-did but 
make him reſolve to be yet more vile: It 
you be caſt into poverty, or diſgrace, vr 
priſon, or baniſhment, for your neceſſary 
obedience to Chriſt, perhaps your ſriend 
or wife may hecome your accuſer for 
this greateft ſervice, and ſay, This is 
your own doing : - your: raſhneſs, or in- 
diſcretion, or ſelf-conceitedneſs, or will- 
ulneſs hath brovght it _ you; what 
| 2 


need 


28 _ Of Converſing 
need had you to ſay ſuch words, or to ff | 
do this or that? why could not you have || } 
ycilded in fo tmall a matter ?] Perhaps || * 
our coſtlieft and moſt excellent obedience c 
all by your zeareſft friends be called the 

I 


fruits of pride, .or humour, or paſſion, or 
ſome corrupt affeQion, or at lealt of folh 
and #ncon/iderateneſs. When fleſh and 
blood: hath long been ſtriving z» you a-ff P 
_ gainſt your duty, and ſaying, [Uo not of 
- caſt away thy ſelf: O ſerve not God at 
ſo dear arate: God doth not require thee 
to undothy ſelf; why ſhouldeſt thou not 
avoid ſo great inconveniences ? ] When 
with much ado you have conquered all 
your carnal reaſonings, and denycd your 
{elves and your carnal intereſt, you muſt by 
expe even from ſome religious friends, iſ ! 
to be accuſed for theſe very ations, and if 
perhaps their accuſations may faſten ſuch} © 
a blot upon your names, as Cal never be} ?* 
waſhed out till the day of judgment. By 
difference of intereſts, or apprekenſions, 
and by unacquaintedneſs with your 
hearts, and aRtions, the-righteouſnels0f 
of the righteons may be thus taking from 
him, and friends may do the ;work of e- 
nemies, yea of Satan himſelf che accuſer 
-of the brethren z and may prove as thorns 
in 
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with God in ſolitude, 29 
in your bed, and gravel in your ſhoes, 
yea in your eyes, and wrong you much 
more than open adverſaries could haye 
done. How is it Iikz to go with that mans 
reuiation, yu may ealily zudge, whole 
friends are like Jobs, and his enemies like 
Davids, that lay fnarcs before - him, . 
;nd diligently watch for matter of re- 
proach : yet this may befall. the beſ# 
of men.” | 

13. You may be permitted by God to 
fall into ſome real crime, and then your 
friends may poſſibly think it is their dry 
todiſown you, 10 far as you have wrong: 
& God: When you provoke God to | 


frown upon yoo,he may cauſe your friends 


to frown upon you : - If you fall out with 
him, and grow ſtrange to him, no marvel 
if your trueſt friends fall out with you, 
and grow ſtrange to you. They love 
you for your godlineſs, and for the ſake 
of Chriſt ; and therefore muſt abate their 
love if you abate your godlinefs; and muſt 
for the ſake of Chriſt be diſpleaſed with 
you for your finz. And ifin ſuch a c#le 
of real guilt, you ſhould be diſplealed at 
their diſpleaſure, and ſhould expect that 
your friend ſhould befriend your (in, or 


carry himſelf towards you in your guilt 
by. as 


30 Of Converſmg 
as if you were innocent, you will but 
ſtew that you underſtand not the nature 


of true friendſhip, nor the vuſc of a true 
friend; and are yet your ſelves too fricnd- 
Ty to your ſins. | 
14. Moreover, thoſe few friends that 
are trueſt to you, may be utterly unable 
ro relieve you in your diftreſs, or to give 
you cale, or do you any good, The 
caſe may be ſuch that they can but pity 
you and lament your ſorrows, and weep 
over you': you may ſee in them that man I 
«s not as God, whoſe friendſhip can ac- 
compliſh all the good that he defireth to 
His friends. | The witeſt and greateſt and 
beſt of men are filly comforters, and uns? 
effeAual helps ; you may be ſick, and: 
pained, and grieved, and diſtreſſed, not- 
withſtanding any thing that they can do 
for you: Nay, perhaps in their ingno-. 
rance, they may increaſe your miſery, 
while they deſire your relief; and by ſtri 
ving indirettly to help and cafe you, may 
' tye the knot faſter and make you worle. 
F They may provoke thoſe more againſt W, 
| you that oppreſs you, while they think; 


they ſpeak that which would tend to let, 
you free : They may think to eaſe your, 
groubled minds by ſuch words as ſhallss- 


creaſe 
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aſe the trouble : or to deliver you 3s 
Pter would have delivered Chriſt, and 
lived his Saviour, firſt by carnal counſel, 
nd- | 

Math. 16..22, [Be it far from thee Lord, 
ths ſhall not be unto thee] And then by 
carnel unjuſt force, (by drawing his ſword 
zgain!t the Officers.) Love and good mean- 
The B's wil not prevent the miſchiefs of igno- 

rante and miſtake. If your- friend cut 
your throat while he thought to cut but 
a vein to cure your diſcaſe, it is not his 
friendly meaning that will ſave your lives. 
Many a thenſand fick people are killed by 
Fieir frendr, that attend them with an 
Farneſt deſire of their life z while they 
gnorantly give them that which is con- 
ary to their diſeaſe,-and will not be the 
Feb pernicious for the good meaning of 
P4, he giver. Who have more tender af- 
_ FQtions than Mothers to their chiſdren ? 
ind yet a great part of the calamity of 
he World of ſickneſs, and the miſery of 
ans life, proceedeth from the ignorant 
nd erroneous indulgence of Mothers to 
heir Children, who to pleaſe them, let 
Whem eat and drink what they will, and 
Wc them to exceſs and gluttony in their 
F"il:hood, till nature be abuſed and ma- 


Wered and clogge1-with thoſe ſuperflui- 
| C 4 ties 
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32 Of Converſina - 
ties and crudities, which are the dung. 
hill matter of moſt of the following dif- 
eaſes of their lives. 

I might here alſo remember you how 
your friends may-themſelves be overcome 
with a tcmptation, and then become the 
more dangerous tempters of you, by how 
much the greater thcir inte: et is in your 
affeftions. If they be infected with r- 


For, they arc the likeſt perſons to enſnars 


you - lf they be tainted with Covetouſ- 
neſs or Pride,” there is none {o likely to 
draw you to the ſame fin : An1 fo your 
friends may be in effett your moſt ccadly 
Enemies, deceivers and deſtroyers. 

15. Aid if you have fried: that, arg 
never ſo firm and conſtant, they may prove 
(not only unable to relieve you) but ve- 
ry increaſing to your grief, If they are 
affliaed in the participation of your ſuf- 
ferivgs, as your troub/es are become their 
(without your eaſe) ſo their trouble for 
you will become yonrs, and ſo your ſtock 
of ſorrow will be encreaſed And they 
are mortals, and liable to diſtreſs as well 
as you. Ard thercfore they are like to 
bear their ſhare in ſeveral ſorts. of ſuf- 
ferings : And fo friendſhip will make their 
lufferings to be yours: Their icknety 

af 
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nd pains, their fears and . griefs, their 
wants and dangers Will all be yours. 
And the more they are your hearty 
OW Ff Friends, the more they will be yours. 
me F And ſo you will have as many additions 
the I to the proper burden of your griefs, as 
0% JF you have ſuffering Friends: When you 
our F co but hear that they are dead, you ſay 
er- I 38 Thomas, Joh. 11. 16, [Let ws alſo go 
aro Bf that we may die _with bim,] And having * 
uſe | nary ſuch fricnJs you will almoſt al- 
10 F ways have one or othcx of them in di- 
ur ſtreſs; and fo be ſeldom: free from ſor- 
al row; beſides all that which is properly 
four own. 
"FI - 16. Laſtly, if youthave a Friend that 
"CF is both erue and uſeful, yet you may be 
©} fore he muſt Ray with you but a little - 
yu while. The godly men will ceaſe, and the ' _ 
9” Þ faithful fail from among the Children of =: 
- | *:; while men of lying flattering [7 i, _ 
by and double hearts ſurvive, and the wi ea | 
y | *kon every fide while the vileſ} men are 
f exalted, Pal: 12. 1, 2, 8- while ſwarms 
"| of falſe malicious mgn, are left round. a- 
e. bout you, perhaps God will take - away 
your deareſt Friends: If among a multi- A 
tude "A unfaithful _— afins 3B - iS 
one that is $end inareay Pernaps 
t is your fr n, P =3y 
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God will take away that one. He may be 
ſeparated from you into another Connry ;, 
or taken away to God by Death. Not 
that God doth grudge you the mercy of 
a faithful Friend; but that he would be 
your All, and would not have you hurt 
your ſelves with roo much affeQion to 
any Creature, and for other reaſons to 
be named anon. 

And to be forſaken of your Friends, 
is not all your affliction ; but to beſo for» 
Taken is a great aggravation of it, 1. For | 
they uſe to forſake us in our greateſt ſuf- | 
ferings and ſtreights, when we have the 
greateſt need of them. T4 

2. They fail us moſt at a dying hour, | * 
when all other worldly comfort Gijerh: : 
As we muſt Ileave vur houſes, lands and |} * 
wealth, fo muſt we for the preſent leave }- 
our. Friends: And as all the reſt arefil- Þ * 
ly comforters, when we have once recei- 
ved our citation to appear before the || * 
Lord, ſe alſo are our Friends but filly 
Comforters: They can weep over us, but \ 
they cannot with all their care, delay the Þ 
feparating ſtroak of death, one Uay or , 

h 
a 


hour. 

Only by their prayers, and holy advice, 
remembring us of cycrlaſting things, and 
 _ provoking 
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with God in ſolitude . J5 
provoking us in the work of preparation, 
they may prove to us friends indeed. 
And therefore we muſt value a holy, hea. 
of {© renly, faithful friend, as one ofthegreat- 
be & <> Treaſures upon Earth. And while 
urt I} ve take notice how 4s men they may 
to || friake us, we muſt not deny but that av 
to | S«ts they are precious, and of ſingular 
uſe to us; and Chriſt uſeth by rhew to . 
ds, | communicate his mercies; and if any 
or» | Creatures in the World may be bleſſings 
or | 0 us, it is holy perſons, that have -moſt 
of. | of God in their Cover and lives. | 
hell 3. And it is an aggravation of the 
Croſs, that they often fail us, when we 
- are moſt faithful in owr Duty, and ſtumble 
moſt upon the moſt excellent aQts of our 
nd | #edtence. 
ve |. 4 And thoſe 'are the perſons that 'oft. 
fl. | times fail us, of whom we have deſerv- 
ed beſt, and from whom we might have 
ve | expetted moſt. FRE , 
ly | Review the experiences-of the choi- 
it | ce Servants that Chriſt hath had in' the 
e |. World, and you ſhall find enough to 
x | confirm you of the vanity of man, and 
theinſtability of the deareſt Friends. How 
bighly was Arhanaſins eſteemed ? and yet 


a laſt deferred 'and baniſhed _—_ 
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the famous Conſtantine himſelf! How.ex- 
cellent a Man was Gregory Nazianzene, 
and highly valued in the Church ? and 
yet by reproach and diſcouragements 
driven away from his. Church at Con- 
ftawtinople whither he was choſen: and 
envyed by the Biſhops round about him. 
How worthy a man was the eloquent 
Chryſeſtom, and highly valued in the 
Church! And yet -how bitterly was he 
proſecuted by Hierome and Epiphanius, 
and baniſhed, and dycd in a {econd ba- 
niſhment, by the provocation of Fatti. 
ous contentious Biſhops, and an Empreſs 
. impatient of his plain reproofs? What 
perſon more generally, cſteemed and ho- 
noured for learning, piety and peaceable- 
neſs then Aelanchthon? and-yet by the 
Contentions of J1llyricus and his party, 
he was made aweary of his life, As 
Highly as Calvin was (deſeryedly) valued 
At Geneva, yet once in a popular lunacy 
and diſpleaſure, they drove him out of 
their City, and in contempt of him ſome 
called their Dogs by the name of Calvin; 
(though after they were glad to intreat 
him' to. return.) How much our Grindd 
and Abbot were eſteemed, it appeareth 
by their advancement to the ——_ 
<1 ri 
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rick of Canterbury : And yet who know- 
 eth not that rheir eminent piety ſufficed 
not zo keepthem from dejefting frowns ! 
And it you ſay, that it is no wonder if 
with Princes through :mereſt, and with 
Teople through levity, it be thus; 1 
night keep up inſtances of the like un- 
tſtinels of particu/ar Friends: But all 
Hiſtory and the experiences of the mot, . 
do 10 much abound with them, that I 
think it needleſs, Which of us muſt not 
lay with David that [all men are lyars] 
Plal, 116. that is, deceirful and aniruſty, 
either through unfaithfulneſs, weakneſs 
or inſufficiency ; that cither will forſake 
us, or cannot help us.in, the time of need ? 

Was ( brit forſaken in his extremity 
by his own Diſciples, to teach. us what 
to expect, or bear ? Think it not. ſtrange 
then to be conformed to your Lord in 
this, as well as in other parts of his -hu- 
miliation, Expect that Aer ſhould prove 
deceitful; Not that you ſhould entertain 
cenſorious ſuſpicions-of your particular 


friends: But remember in general that 


Man is frail, and the beſt too ſelfiſh and 
wncertaing and that- it is no wonder if - 


thoſe ſhould proye your greateſt grief, 
from whom you had the bigheft expea- 


110NS, 
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Of Converſing 
tions. Are vou better then -Zob, or Da- 
vid, or Chriſt? and-are your Friends 
more firm and unchangeable then theirs? 

Conſider, 1. That Creatures muſt be 
ſet at a ſufficient diſtance from their 


Creator, All-ſufficiency, Immutability . 


and indefeRible fidelity, are proper to 
Jehovah. As it is no wonder for” the Sun 
toſet or be Eclipſed, as glorious a body 
as it is; ſo it is no wonder for a Friend, 
a pious Friend, to fail us, for a time, in 
the hour of our diſtreſs. There are ſome 
that will not ; But there is none but may, 
if God ſhould leave them to their weak- 
neſs. Han is not your Reck: He hath 
no ſtability but what is derived, depen- 
dant, and uncertain,and defeCtible. Learn 
therefore to reſt on God alone, and lean 
not too hard or confidently upon any 
mortal might. 

2, And God will have the common in- 
firmity of man to be- known, that ſo the 
weakeft may not be utterly dsſconraged, nor 
take theiyweakreſs to be Pracelefarſt hill 
they ſee that the firongeſt alſo have their 
s1firmitzes, though not ſo great as theirs. 
If any of God's Servants lives in conſtant 
holineſs and fidelity, without any ſhakings 
orftumbling in their way, it would _ 

| os 0M8 
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{me ſelf-accuſing troubled Souls, to think 
that they were altogether graceleſs, be- 
cauſe they are fo far ſhort of others. But 
when we read of a,Peters denying his 
Miſter in ſo horrid a manner, with {wear- 
ngand curſing that he knew not the man, 
Mas. 26. 7.4. And of his diſſimulation and 
not walking uprightly, Gal. 2, and of a 
Davids unfriendly andunrighteous deal. 
ing with Mephiboſheth, the ſeed of Fo- 
man; and of his moſt vile and trea- 
cherous dealing with Uriah, a faithful 
and deſerving SubjeRz it may both a- 
bate our-wonder and offence at the: un- 
fithfulneſs of our Friends, and teach us 
ts compaſhonate thetr fraiſty, when 
they deſert us; and allo ſomewhat - 8- 
bate our immodcrate dejectedneſs. and 
trouble, when we have failed 'Ged''or 
man our ſelves. | 

3. Morcoycr, conſider, how the 04:- 
onſneſs of that ſm, which is the root and 
cauſe of ſuch unfaithfulncſs, is greatly 
manifeſted by (the failin of our: Friends. 


| God will have the-odiouſneſs of the Rem- 


nants of our Self-love' and __ wind- 
taneſ1,and Cowardize appear: 
not diſcern it in the'Seed and Root, 


if we did not ſee,and teſte it in the Froits- 
| Seeing 
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Seeing without Taſting will not ſuffici- 
ently convince us. A Crab lovuks as 
beautiful as an Apple z but when you 
taſte it, you better know- the difference, 
When you muſt your ſelves be unkindly 
uled by your Friends, and foriaken by 
them-in your diftreſs, and you have 
taſted the Fruits of the Remnants of 
their Worldlinz(s, Selfiſhneſs and Carnal 
Fears, you will better know the odiouſ- 
neſs: of theſe Vices, which thus break 
forth againſt all Obligations to God and 
you, and notwithſtanding the Light, the 
Conſcience, and perhaps the Grace, that 
doth reſiſt them. po | 

4. Are you not prone to overvalye 
and overlove your Friends? If 1o, is 
Not this the meereſt Remedy for. your 
Diſeaſe? In the loving of God, we are 
in no danger of Exceſ-; and therefore 
have no need of any thing to quench: it. 
And in the loving of the Godly purely. up- 
on the account of Chr, and in loving 
Saints as Saints, We are not apt to;go 
too fax. 'But yet our Underſtandings may 
miſtake, -and we may think that Saints 
have more of ſanity than indeed they 


| have; and we are exceeding apt to mix 


a Selfiſh Commos Love with that which 
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6 Spaztua! and Holy , and at the ſome 
s as YG when we love a Chriſtian as a 
you (hifian, we ate apt not only to love 
ice, © i (45 we 0ught) but to everlove him, 

" W tecauſe he is our Frie;:d, and loveth we. 


dly © fecuſe be is | 
” Thoſe Chriſtians thit have no ſpecial 
we BY 19 fo 15, we are apt to _ andervalue 


of Md 1ezleft, and love them below their 

to.inels and worth ; But thoſe that we 
think entirely love us, we love above their 
peter Worth, as they ſtand in the eſteem 


id of Gd: Not but that we may love 
thoſe that love us, and add this love 


1 
- to that which is purely for the ſake of 

| Chriſt, tut we ſhould not let our own 
_ ro {ivy overtop the Intereſt == 
. I fChriſt, nor love any ſo mach for loving 
» © * as for loving Griff : And if we doſo, 


: 0 wonder if God ſhall uſe ſuch Reme- 
. (*i's as he ſeeth' meet, to abate our ex- 
| coſe of Selfiſh Love. 

O how highly are we apt to think 
of all that Good whichis found in thoſe 
' ho arethe higheſt eſfeemcrs of ut, and 
moſt dearly love u3; when periaps 1n it 
(elf it is but ſome ordinary Good, or 
Tainary Degree of Goocnets which is 
n them! Their Love to us unreſiſtibly 
Procyreth our Love ty them: And 
' _ _whett 


; 
b 
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when we love them, it is wonderful to 
obſerve, how cafily we are brought to 
think well of almoſt all they do, and 
highly to value their Judgments, Graces, 
Parts and Works: When greater Ex: 
cellencies in another perhap3 are ſcarce 
obſerved, or regarded but as a common 
thing : And therefore the deſtruion or 
want of Love, is apparent in the vilifying 
Thoughts and Speeches, that moſt Men 
have one of another; and in. the low 
cſteem of the Judgments, and Performan- 
ces, and Lives of other Men; (much 
more in their Contempt, Reproaches, and 
cruel Perſecutions.) Now though, God 


will have us encreaſe in cur Tove of Chriſt 
in his Members, and 'in ous pure loye. 


of Chriſtians as ſuch, and in our common 


Charity. to all, yea, and in our juſt 


Fidelity to our Friend; yet would he 
have us ſuſpeR and moderate our ſelfiſh 
and exceſſive Love, and inordinate par- 
tial eſteem of one above another, when 
it is but for our ſelves, and on our own 
account. And therefore as he will make 
us know, that we our ſelves are no ſuch 
excellent Perſons, as that it ſhould make 
another ſo laudable, or advance his worth, 
becauſe he loyeth us; fo he will make 
usS 
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sknow, that our Friends, whom we 
wervalue, are but like other Men: 
we exalt them too highly in our 


cther fide; yet God will rebuke us, 
we are guilty of Exceſs. And it's 
the greater and more inexcuſable fault 
to over. love the Creature, becauſe our 
Love to God is fo cold, and hardly 
kindled and kept alive. He cannot take 
It well to ſee us dote vpon duſt and 
frailty like our ſelves, at the ſame time 
when all his wondrous kindneſs, and 
trative goodneſs, do cauſe but ſuch 


2 faint and languid Love to him, which 
: . vw 


| 
ro cleem, it is a ſign that God muſt caſt 
1. Wiew down. Ard as their Love to us 
ce W's it that mace us fo exalt them; fo 
on WF their unkindneſs or unfaithſulneſs to us, 
or 6 the fitteſt means to bring them lower 
1g our eſtimation and affeCtion, * God is 
-n W'*'y jealous of 'our hearts, as to oor 
w I ervaluing and overloving any of his 
n. © creatures. What we give inordinately 
h Fd exceſſively to them, is ſome way 
d I other taken from. him, and given 
1 Fthem to his;Injury, and therefore to his 
} Jolence.* Though. 1 know, that to be 
> Wvid of natural, friendly- or - ſocial af 
\ Wfftions,. is an odious extreme on the 
þ 
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we ourſelyes can ſcarcely feel. If there. 
fore he cures us by permitting ourFriend; 
to ſhe us what they are, and how little 
they deferve ſuch exceſſive Love (when 
God hath C> little) it is no mp1e wonder, 
than it is, thar he is tener of his Glory, 
and mezciful to his Servants Souls. 

5 By the failing and unCaithfulnels of 
our Friends, the wonderful Patience of 
God will be oblerved and honoured, as 
it is ſhewel both to thew and us. When 
they forſake us in our diſtreſs, (eſpecially 
when we ſuffer for the Cauſe of Chriſt) 
It is God that they injure more than 
us: And therefore if he hang ik them, 
and forgive theie Weakneſs upon Re- 
| pentance, why ſhould not we do fo, 
that are much leſs injured? The worlds 
perfideouſneſs ſhould make us think, 
How preat and worderful is the pati- 
ence of God, that beareth with, and 
beareth up ſo vile, ungrateful, treacher: 
ous Men that abuſe him, to whom they 
are infinitely obliged? And it ſhould 
make vs conſider, when Men deal trea- 
cherouſly with us, How great 5 that 
mercy that hath born with, and par. 
doned greater wrongs, which I my ſelf 
have done to God, than theſe can be 
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ere-W yhich men have. done to me! © It was 


the remembrance of David's Sin, that 
had provoiied God to raile up his own 
$01 againſt him (of whom he nail been 
too fond) which made him 1o eafilpþear 
the Curles and Reproach of Shiwez. 
|t will make us bear abuſe from ethers, 
to remember how ill we have dealt 
xith God, and how ill we have deſer- 
red at his hands our elves. 
6. And I have obſerved another of 
tie Reaſons of Goi's permicting the 
hailing of our Friends, in the ſeaſon and 
ſucceſs. It is, that the Love of our 
Friends may not hinder us when we are 
tales to ſuffer or die. When we over- 
lve them, it teareth our very hearts 
to [cave them; And therefore it is a 
ſtrong temptation to draw vs from our 
Duty, and to be unfaithful to the cauſe 
of Chriſt, leſt we ſhovld be taken from 
our too-dear Fricnt's, - or leſt our ſuf- 
ſering cauſe their too-much Grief. It 
is ſa hard a thing to dic with willing- 
neſs and peace, that it muſt needs be 
a-metcy to be ſaved from the Impedi- 
ments which make, us backward: And 
the exceſfive Love of Friends and Rela- 


tions, is not the leaſt of theſe Impeci- 
ons ments, 
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ments. O how loth is many a one to- 
die, when they think of parting with 
Wife, or Husband or Children, or dear 
and faithful Friends! Now I have often 
oblerved, that a little before their death 
or'ſicknels, it is ordinary with God- to 
permit ſome unkindneſs between fuch 
too dear friends to ariſe, by which he 
moderated anq abated their affetions, 
and made them a great deal the willinger 
to dye. Then we are ready to ſay, it is 
time for me to leave the World, when 
not only the reſt of the World, but my 
deareſt Friends have firſt forſaken me! 
This helpeth us to remember our deareſt 
_ everlaſting Friend, and to be pgrieved 
at the heart that we have been no truer 
our {elves to him, who would not have 
forſaken us in our extremity. And ſome- 
times it makes us ey'n weary of the world, 
and to ſay as Elias, Lord take away my 
Life, &c. 1 King 19. 4+ 10, 14+ hen 
we mult ſay, I Tonght 1 had one friend 
left, and Behold even he forfaketh me in 
my diftreſs, ] As jthelove of Friends in- 
tangleth our affeQions ts thi; World;fo to 
be weaned by their unkindneſſes from out 
Friends, is a great help to-looſen us from 
the World, andproyethoft a very great 

[ | mercy 
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And as the friends that Love us moſt, 
2nd haye moſt intereſt in your efteem and 
ar | Love, may do more than others, in temp- 
ten tins us to be unfaithful to our Lord, to. 
ath EY to entertain any errour, to commit any 
to ſio, or to flinch in ſuſtering; ſo when 
uch £ God had permitted them to forlake us, 
he Band to loſe their too great intereſt in us, 
ns, || we are fortified againſt all temptations 
ger from them. I have known where a for- 


| is Þ mcr intimate friend hath grown ſtrange, 


en f| and broken former friend(hip,and quick- 
my (ly aſter turned to ſuch dangerous ways 
ne! | and errours, as convinced the other of 
eſt | the mercifulneſs of God, in weakning his 
ed | temptation by his friends deſertion ; who 
er | might elſe have drawn him along with 
ve | him into fin, AndT have often obſerved, 
16- || that when the husbands have turned from 
Id, | Religion to Infidelity, Familifm, or 
ny | tome dangerous herefic, that God hath 
en | permitted them to hate and abuſe their 
nd | wives ſo inhumanly, as that it preſer- 
in | veth the poor women from the tempta- 
n- | tion of following themin their Apoſtalie 
to || or fin: When as ſome other women with 
ur | whom their husbands have dealt more 
m | kindly, havebeendrawn away with them 
at | into pernicious paths. Therefore 


ONT 


mercy to\a Soul that is ready to depart.- 
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4b Of Corverſing 
Therefore ſtill I muſt fay; we were 
un/)one if we had the diſpoſins of our 
own conditions, It would belong before 
we ſhou:d have been willing our ſelves 
to be thus unkindly dez]t with by our 
friends; And yet Goil hith made.it to 
many a foul, a notable mea: s of preier- 
wing then from being undone for ev.r. 
Yea the «unfaithfulneſs of all vur friend; 
and the malice and crueity of :ll.our ene- 
mies, doth us not ulſtally to much harm, 
as the love :n1 rempration of fyme one de- 
laded errirg friend, whom we are ready 
to follow into the 9:'lf. 
Te Laſt!y, c@:i1d:r that it is net deſi 
rable or ſuitable to.our ſtate, to have too 
much of our comfort by any creature: Not 
only becauſe it is moſt pure and ſweet 
'which is moſt immeJiatcly from God; 
but alfo becauſe we are very prone to 
over-love the Creature; and if it ſhould 
but ſeem to be very commodious to vs,by 
ſerving our neceſſities or deſires, it would 
ſcem the more amiable, and therefore be 
the ſtronger ſnare: The work of morti- 
fication doth mnch conſiſt in the annihF- 
lztion or deadnefs of a!l the Creatures :$ 
to any power to draw away our hearts 


from God, or to entangle us and detain 


us 


't 
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from our duty.” And the more excel- 
lent and lovely the Creature appeareth 
tous, the leſs it is dead to'us, or we to 
it; and the more will it be able to hinder 
or enſnare- us. 

When you have. well conſidered all , 
theſe things, I ſuppoſe you will admire 
the wiidom of God in leaving you un- 
der this kind of tryal, and. weaning you 
from every creature, and teaching you 
by his Providence as well as by his word,: 
t0 Ceaſe from wan, whoſe breath ts in his 
nſtrils , for wherein 1s he to be acconnted 
f? ]. And you will fee that it's no great 
wonder that corrupted fouls, that live in 
other ſins, ſhould be guilty of this vn- 
faithfulnels to their fricnds : And that he - 
that dare unthankfully trample upon the 
vnſpeak: ble kindneſs of the Lord ſhould 
deal unkindly with the beſt of men. You 
make ro great wender at other kind of 
ſins, when you ſee the world continually 
commit them ; v hy then ſt ould you make 
2 preater or a ſtranger matter of this than 
of the reſt? Ate yu better than God? 
Muſt unfaithfulneſs to you-be mace more 
hainous, 'than that untaithſuloeſs 10 him, 
which yet you daily ſec and flight ? The 


leaft wrong toGod is a thouſandfold more 
= I than 


/ 
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than the greateſt that can be dome 
to you, as ſuch. Have you done that 
for your neareſt friend, which God hath 
done for him and you, and all men? 
Their obligations to you are nothing in 
compariſon of their great and manifold 
obligations to God. 

And you know that you have -more 
wronged 'God, your ſelves, than any man 
ever wronged you: And if yet for all 
that he bear with you, have you not 
great reaſons to bear with others ? 

Yea, you have not been innocent to- 
wards mes your ſelves; Did you never 
wrong or fail another ? Or rather, age 
you not apter to ſee and aggravate. the 
wrong that others do to you, than that 
which you have done to others ? May 
you not call tro mind your own negleas 
and ſay, as Adonizebeck, Judg. 1. 7 
[ Threeſcore and ten Kings. having their 
thumbs and their great toes cnt off, gathered 
their meat under my table : As I have dot 


fo God hath requited me.) Many a on 


| have I failed or wronged : nd no wor 
der'if others fail and wrong me.] 

Nay you have been much more unfaith' 
ful and injurious to your ſelves, than ever 
any other hath been to you. No friend 

Was 


j 
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was ſo near you, as yorr ſelves: None 
had ſuch a charge of you:' None had * 
ſuch helps and advantages to do you good - 
or hurt : And yet all the Enenfics you.” 
have in the world, even in Earth or Hell, 
have not wronged and hurt you half fo 
much as you have done Four fclves.  Q, 
methinks the man or woman that know=- 
«th themſelves, and knoweth what: it is 
to Repent ; that ever ſaw the greatneſs 
of their ſin and folly, ſhould have nogreat 
mind or leifure, or aggravate the failiogs 
of their friends, to. the injuries of their 
enemies, conſidering whit they have pro- 
ved to themſelves! Have I forfcited ay own 
ſalvation, and deſerved everlaſting-wrath, 
and fold my Saviour and my Soul for fo 
baſe a thing as (nful pleaſure, and ſhall 
Tever make a wonder of it, that azorber 
man doth mo ſome temporal burt.> Was 
any friend ſo near to me as my ſclf? Or 
more obliged:to-me? O ſinful ſoul, let 
thy own, rather then thy friend: deceit and 
treachery, an1 negleC&s, be the! matter 
of thy diſpleaſure, wonder and comes 
plaints! ' F- 
And let thy Confirmity herein to Jeſus 
Chriſt, be thy holy ambition and delight - 
Not as it is thy ſuffering, nor as it 15 cau- 
D2 ſed 
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fed by mens ſim : but as it is thy Confirms 

and fellowlhip in the Calſeringh per 
Lord, andcauled by his Love. 7 

— TI have already ſhewed you that ſafer: 
ers for Chriſt, are in the higheſt form # 
mong his Diſciples. The Order of his 
followers uſually is this; 1. At our en. 
trance, and in the loweſt form, we. are 
-exerciſed with the fears of Hell, and 
Gods diſpleaſure, and in the Works of 
Repentance for the fin that we have 
done. 2. Inthe ſecond form, we come 
to think more ſeriouſly of the Remedy, 
. and to enquire what we ſhall do to be 
{aved, and to underſtand better what 
Chrift hath dcne and ſuffered, and what 
'he is and will be to us; and to value hin 
' and his love and grace, And here we 
are muck. enquiring how we may knon 
our own ſincerity, and our intereſt in 
'. Chriſt, and are labouring for ſome al. 
ſurance, and looking after figns of 
Grace, 3. In the next form or 'or 

we are ſearching after further Know 
ledge, and: labouring better to under 
ſtand the myſteries of Religion, and to 
get aboye the Rudiments and firſt Prin- 
ciples: And here if we eſcape turning 
bare «Opinioniſts or Hereticks by the 


ſnare} 
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ſhare of Controverſie or' Curioſity, it's 
well. 4. In the next form we ſet our 
ſelves to the fuller improvement of all 
fer. Your further degrees of Knowledge ;, and | 
m 2- to digeſt. ir all, and torn it into ſtronger 
* his} Faith, and Love, and Hope, and greater 
en. | Humility, Patience, Self-dental, AMorts- 
are fc4t197, and contempt of Earthly. Vani- 
and tics, and hatred: of Sinz and to walk 
s of more watchfully and holily, and to” be 
aye | wore in holy Duty. F£. In the next 
ome form we grow to be more publick- | 
dy, E pirited: To ſet our Hearts on the ' 
be} Churches welfare, and. long more for 
hat the progreſs of the Goſpel, and for the - 
hat] good of others; and to doall the good” 
in| The World that we. are avic, fr 
mens Souls or Bodies, but eſpecially to 
long and lay out our {elves for the Con- 
in] verſion . and Salvation of ignorapt, it- 
af, | cure, unconverted Souls. The coun 
off 'erfeit of this, is, An eager deſire 
to Proſelyte others to our Opinions or. 
that Religion which we have choſen, by 
the dire&tion of Fleſh and Blood, or 
which is not of God, nor according Us 
. | £0 Godlineſs, . but doth ſubſerve our car- 
nal Ends, 6. Inthe next form we grow 


to ſtudy more the; pure and won erſul 
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Love of God in Chriſt, and to reliſh 
and admire that Love, and to be taken 
up with the goodneſs and tender mer. 
, Cies of the Lord, and to be kindlin 
the Flames of holy Love to him that hat 
thus loved us; and to keep our Souk 
in the Exerciſe of that Love : And with- 
al tolive 'in Joy, and Thanks, and Praiſe 
to him that hath redeemed us and loved 
us. And allo, by Faith to converſe in 
Heaven, and to live-in holy contempla- 
tion, beholding the Glory of the Father 
and the Redecmer in the Glaſs, which is 
fitted eo our preſent uſe, tif} we come 
z0 {ce him face to face, Thoſe that 


are the higheſt in this form, do ſo walk 


witli woy, and birn in Lave, and ais 


fo much above inferiour -Vanities,: and 


are {o- converſant by: Faith in Heaven, 
that their hearts even dwell there, and 
there they long to be forever. 7. And 
in the higheſt form in the Schaol of 
Chriſt, we are exerciſing this confirmed 
Faich and Love, in Sufferings, eſpecially 
for Chrift. | In following him with out 
Croſs, and being conformed to him, and 
glorifying God in the fulleſt exerciſe 
and difcovery of his Graces in us, and 
tn an aRtual trampling 'upon "all that 

| tandeth 
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with God in ſolitude. 55 
tandeth up againſt him, for our hearts; 
and in bearing the fulleſt witneſs to his 
Truth and Cauſe, by conſtant enduring, 
though to the Death. Not but that the 
wakeſ# that are ſincere, muſ# ſuffer for 
Criſt, if he call them to it. Adartyr- 
& it felf is not proper to the ſtron 
Believers: Whoever forlaketh not a 
that he hath for-Chrift, cannot be his 
Diſciple, Luke 14. 33. But to ſuffer 
with that Faith and Love foremention- 
ed, and in that manner, is proper te the 
frong: And vſbally God doth not try 
and exerciſe his young and weak ones 
with the tryals of the ſtrong; nos fet | 
his Infants on fo hard a ſervice, nor 
i} put them in the front or hotteſt of the 
nd Battel, as he doth the ripe confirmed 
I Chriſtians, ' \ The alering of their in-" 
+ ward Doubts and Fears doth take up 
| foch. It is the frong that ordinarily 
ff ire called to Sufferinrs for Chrift, at 
laſt in any high Degree ;, | have digreſt 
1 thus far to make it plain to you, that 
4 our Conformity to Chrift, and fellowſhip 
. with him in his Safferings, in any nota- 
, ble degree, is the lot of his beft confirmed 
| Servants, and the higheſt form in his 


Schoo!, among his Diſciples: And 
|  W4 therefore 
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Therefore not to be inordinately feared 
or abhorred, nor to be the matter of 
impatiency, but of holy joy; and in 
ſuch infirmities we may glory. Andif 
it be fo of Sufferings in- the general (for 
Chrit) then is it ſo of this particulzr 
ſort of Suffering, even to be forlaken 
of all our beſt and neareſt, deareſt 
Friends, whea we come to be moſt 
abuſed by the Enemies. 

For my own part, I muſt confels that 
as I am much wanting-in other parts 
of my conformity to. Ghriſt, ſo T-take, 


<= Expect he age, £drance me to, as; B.. 
| long as my Fr1 o more forſakeme.- n;c. 
It is not long ſince I found, my delf.in, ; 
a low (if not a doubtiug) caſe, becauſe 
' 4 had fo few Enemies and: ſo. little. Suf- 
ferings for the Cauſe of Chriſt (though 
I had much of other forts: ) And now 
that doubt is removed by the mw'tituce 
of Furies which God hath let looſe a- 
145 gainſt me. But yet, methinks, while 
ot my Friends themſelves are \o friend:yto, | . 
8H me, I am much ſhort of what 1] think. B44, 
1 muſt at laſt attain to. v4] 


But 
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UT let us look further in the 
Text, and ſee what is the Caſe 


thenſelyes to, . when they 
| [Te ſhall be ſcattered every. Man to 


bs Own.) $E 7 x 

&lf-Denyal was not perfe& in them, 
elfihneſs therefore in, this hour of 
' Wptation did preyail,. They had be- 
fe forfaken- $11. co follow: Chriſt ;; they 


Wir Eſtates, their 'Trades,. to be -his 
"Pieiples : - But though: they believed 
"Pia to be the Chriſt, yet they dreamt 

of 2 viſible Kin dom, | and did all this 
with too carnal ExpeRatiovs of being 
preat men on Earth, when Chriſt ſhould 
d:gin his Reign. And therefore when 
they ſaw his apprehenſion and igno- 
inious ſuffering, and thought now they 


ere fruſtrate of their hopes, they ſeem 


to repent that they had followed hjm 
[though nor; by Apoſtacy and a6, habi- 
twl or. plenary change of mind; ye 
Jy « ſudden paſſionate, frightful-appre> 
henfion, which vaniſhed: when grace Per- 


ifthe fa;ling and forſaking , Chriſt in the 
iſciples , and what it is that _—_— 
ve 


}d left their Parents, - their- Families, - | 


BD: formed. - 
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formed its part. They now began to 
tink, that they had /:ves of their Ops 
to ſave, and famihes of their Own tc 
mind, and bufmeſs of their Own to dv. 
They had before forſaken their private 
Intereſts and Mffuirs, and gathtred then 
ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, and lived in Com 
munion with him, and one another. 
now they return to their Trades and 
Callings, and are ſcattered every Mw 
to his own. ' bo 
_ - Solfſhneſt is the great Enemy of- 
Societies, of all Fidelity and-Friend(kip. 
There-/isno trufting'that perfon in whom 
it is predominant; And the Remnants 
of it where it doth niet Reign, do make 
men walk | unevenly and unftedfaſtly 
towards God and men. They will cet- 
tainly deny both God and their Friend 
mn a time of tryal who are not able to 
deny themſelves: Or rather, he never 
-was a real Friend to any, that is pre- 
(if dominantly ſelfiſh. They have alway 
: "forme intereſt of their Ows, which their 
#2 Friend" muſt needs contradif, or is its 
ſafficient "to farisfie. © Their Houſe, 
their Lands, theit Moneys, their -Chil- 
dren, their Honour, or ſomething which 
they call their" Own, will be ae” - 


% 
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the matter of contention; and are fs 
xer them, that they can for the ſake 
of theſe caft off the neareſt Friend. 
Weontract no ſpecial friendſhip with a 
ſlhſh man: Nor put no confidence 
n him, whatever Friendſhip he ma 
 ptoſeſs. He is Tſo” confined to himſelf, 
ef that he hath no' true love” to ſpare for 
no tiers : If he ſeem to love a Friend, it _ 
Mb not' 44 « Friend, but as a Servant, 
df at beſt as a Benefator: He loveth 
ju" for himſelf, as he loveth his Mony, 
or Horſe, or Houſe, 'becauſe you may 
} be ſerviceable to him: '' Or '«s a Horſe 
or'Dog doth love his Keeper, for 
ff ſeeding him. And therefore when your 
Provender is Lone, his Love is gone; 
when you have done” feeding him, he 
© hath done loving you, 'When you have 
of 19 more for 'bi#, he hath no more for- 


you. | | 

Objet. But (ſome will ſay) #1 #4 n0t 
| the falfencfs of my Friend that 1 lament, 
' but the ſeparation, or the lofs of one that 
f 145 moſt faithful: I hive found the des 

iifulneſs of ordinary Friends, and there- 
fore the more highly prize thoſe few that” 
are ſincere, I had but one true friend 


among abnndance of ſelf- ſeeker? and _ 
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one 1s- dead, or taken from me, and 1 an 
lift as in aWilderneſs, having na mortal 


41 that I can truft or take much com- 


fort in. 

Anſw. Is this your caſe ? I pray you 
anſwer theſe few Queſtions, and ſuffer 
the truth to-have its proper 'work up» 
on your mind. . Te 


Queſt. 1, Who was it that deprived you 


of your Friend ?- Was it not God ?. Did 
got he that gave him you take bim from 
you ? Was it not his Lord and Owner 
that call'd. him home? And can God 
do any thing ' injuriouſly or amiſs? will 
you not give him leave to do, as he lil 
with his own ? Dare you think that 
there was wartizg either Wiſdom or 
Goodneſs, Fuftice or Mercy in God's dil- 
poſal of your Friend ?-.. Or . will you 
ever have Reff, if you-cannot have Reſt 
in the Will of God? 
2. How knoy you what ſin your Frien 


might have fallen into, if he had-lived 


as long as you would have him? Youl 
ſay, that God could have preſerved him 
from. fin. -It's true: But God preler- 
veth ſapientially, by means,.. as well. 
omuipotentially : And ſometime he ſeeth 
that the temptations to that pexſon are 


lice. 
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like to be ſo ſtrang, and his Corruption 
like to get luch advantage, and that no 
means is ſo. fit as Neath it ſelf, for his 
preſervation. And. if God/had permit- 
ted your Friend by temptation to have 
fallen into ſome ſcandalous fin, or courle 
of evil, or into errors, or falſe ways, 
would .it not '/have been much | worſe 
than Death to him | «nd. you-?. God 
might have ſuffered your Friend ghat 
was ſo faithful, to have been {ifzed gnd 
ſhaken as Peter; was, and to have denigd 
his Lord ; and to have ſeemed yo your 
own Eyes, as odious, as he before:leemed 
amiable. dns 1 eS. Win 

3. How kpow you what wnkindreſs..to 
your ſelf, your avareſt. friend might. bave 
been. exilty of +, Alas! ghere is greater 
frailry and, inconſarcy in many thanyou 
ae aware. pf. .;And..there-i;are - ſadder 
roots of . Corxyption, .unmortifice; hat 
may ſpring. up into _birter;Eryiis,} than 
moſt 'of us. ever-difcovcs: in on ſelves. 
Many a Mother hath-her hean,broken 
by the unnaturalng@ of ſuch, ac. ;Child, 
gr. the! upkindnefs, of ſuch. 8 Husband, 


3 if; they had: dicd; beſore, would have 


been lamented by hers with / great im- 


patience and exceſs, How confident 
| ſoever 


ve, 7 BRO 
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692 Of Converſing \ 
ſoever'you may be of the future Fide- 
tity of your Friend, you firtle know 
what tryal might have diſcovered. Many 
a” one hath failed God and" Man that 
once were as confident of-themſelves, as 
ever you were of your Friend, And 
which of us ſee not reafon to be dif- 
truſtfo! of our ſelves ? And can we know 
another better than our ſelves? or pro- 
miſe more concerning him ? | 

"4s How know you what great calunnity 
wiight have befallen your Friend, if he had 
lined as Torig 41 you deſired? When the 
Righteous (een to men to-periſh, and mer- 
ciful Men are taken away, it is from the 
evil to come that they" are taken, 1/a. 57. 
1. How many 'of my 'Fricnds' have I is 
mented as if they had dyed unſcafonably, 
concerning whom ſfome' following Provi- 
dence quickly ſhewed me, that/it'wonld 
have been a' grievous” ilery to 'them to 
have lived longer !'Little know you what 
Calumities were imminent 61 his Perfon, 
his Family, Kindred Nei#$bours, Coun- 


ery, chat would'heve'broke his Meart* * 
WhatiFia Eriend of yours"had ied int 


mediirely before fone calamitows'Tubrer- 
fion of a Kingdom,” ſome” ruines 'of the 
Church, &-c. And -if -ignorantly WG 

| | one 
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(one that-which brought theſe things to. 


paſs, can you imagin how lamentably ſad 
his life would have been to him, to'have- 
ſeen the Church, the Golpel, and his: 
Country in ſo ſad a Cafe ? efpecially i it 
had been long of him? Many thar have 
unawares done that which hath ruined 
but a particufar Friend, have lived in fo 
mech grief 'and trouble, as made them 
conſent that death Theuld' bath revenge 
the injured 6n\them, 'and contlude therr 
miſery. What then would it have been 
to have ſcerr the publick good fubverred; 
and the faichful- overwhelmed 'in miſery, 
and the Goſpel hindre8;- andhbly axbor- 
ſhip changed for deceit and yanity; and 
for Conſcience to have been daily: ſiy- 
ing, [1 had # hand 4o A this miſcry'+ 1 
kindled the fire that harh/burnied-up/all7] 
What comfort” ean you” think Tuch 
Friends if they had ſimvived, would have 
found on Earth? Unleſs it were a cork- 
fort to hear the Complaints of the aftit- 
ed, to ſee and hear ſuch 6divus fins as 
fometimes vexed _— Lin to feeand 
hear ; or to hear of the ſeanttils of one 
Friend, and the Apoſtaſie of another, and 
the ſinful compliances and declinings of a 
third ; and to be under temptations, rc- 


proaches g 
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| while they didenjoyit? Or whatiis it now, 


- and weakneſs of every grace ; of the re- 
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proazches-and afflitionz themſelves ? 1g 
it a matter to be ſo much- lamented that 
God' hath prevented their greater mile. 
ries and wo ? 

$. What was the World to your Friends 


or like to berheresfter -to - your ſclyes? 
Was it ſo good and kind to them, as: that 
you ſhould lament their ſeparation from 
it { Was ig,not'to them a place of toil 
and trouble; of (envy and vexation, -of 
enmity-and +poiſon2 of - ſucceſſive cates 
and fears and grieſs? And;worſt of. a; 
a place of fin ?-,Did-they groan under the 
bueder-of-aſinful oature, a diſtempered, 
tempie |, troubled heart of languiſhings 


bukesof:G 3t;;the wonnds of Conſcience, 
and' the;malicegof- wicked VVorld? And 
wauld yait have them under theſe again? 
Or is their deliverance become'your grief? 
Did you-not- often joyn in;prayer with 
them, for ifdeliverance from Malice, Ca- 
lamities, troubles, imperfeaions, temp- 
tations and Sin? And now thoſe Prayers 
are anſwered in their deliverance: And 


do you' now grieve at that which then; jou 
you prayed for ? : \ | 
Doh the V Vorld uſe your ſelves ſo _ ſe 
an 
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md kindly, &s that, you ſhould be.ſorry 
that youc Fricnds partake not ofthe Feaſt? 
lre you. not groaning from Cay to day 
four {elves ? And are you grieved that 
our Friends are taken fren. your gricls? 
jou are not well pleated with your own 
ondition: - V Vhen you look into- your 
deerts, you are diſpleaſed and complain z 
men you look into your lives, you' are 
pleaſed and.comp!ain : When you look 
ito your Families, into your Neighbour- 
i, unto your Friends,unto the Church, 
mto the Kingdom, unto the Worid, you 
Watſo difpleaſed that your Friends are 
t under” the ſame diſpleaſednels .and. 
of plaings as you? Is the World a place: 
Reſt or treuble to you? And would you 
aye your Friends to be as far from Ref 
$ you? WW, | | | 
And if you have ſome *Eafe and Peace 
! preſent, you little know what ftorms- 
reneaf ! You,may ſee the days, you may: 
er the tydiags,. you.may feel the gri- 
Pag griefs agd--pains, which, may mgke 
you Call for Death.your lelycs, and make 
ou ſay 'that'a. life on! Earth is no feh- 
ty, and, make you confeſs that they are. 
ſed that are dead.in the Lord, 41 veſt- 
| ng 
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ing from their 'Laboxrs, and being paſt 
the e troubles, priefs and fears. Mn 
poor troubled Soul 15 in fo great diftrel;, 
:S that they tike their own lives to have 
fome taſte of Hell :- And yet at the ſame 
time, are grieving becauſe their friends 
are 'aken from them, who would have 
been grieved for their priefs, and for 
ought they know might have fallen in- 


. to as ſad a ſtite as they themſelves are 


now lamenting. 
"6. Do you think” it 1s for the Hurtw 
the gord of your Friend, that be 51 rema- 


wed hence? It cannot befor his Hurt 
_ unleſs he be in Hell. ( At lcaſt, it is un- 


certain 'whether to live would have been 
for his Good, by an increaſe;af Grace, 


and ſo for greater Glory. )-*And if hebe 


in Hell, he was'no fit perſorr for you 'to 


_ take much pleaſure in upon Earih : He 


might be irideed a fit Obje& for your 
Compaſſion, but not tor your Compracency. 
Sure youare not nndone for want of fuch 
company as God' will hot endure in his 
fight, and you muſt be ſeparated' from for 
ever. 'But if they bein Heaven, you are 
ſcarce” their Friends if 'you would wiſh 
them th-nce. Friendjhip hath as great Te- 


ipe to the yood of our Friends as of our. 


with God in ſolitude. 67 
{cer. And do you pretend to Friendſhip, 
ind yet lament the removal of your friend 
to his greateſt happineſs / Ds you ſet 
more by your own enjoying his compa- 
ny, then by enjoying God in perlſect 
bleſſedneſs? This ſheweth a very cul- 
rable defe& cither in Faithor Friendſhip z 
and therefore beſeemeth not Chriſtians 
and Friends, If Love teacheth us to 
mourn with them that mourn, and to re- 
joyce with them that rejoycez can it be 
an 3& of ratfonal Love to mourn for thew 
that are poſſeſſed of the higheſt: ever- 
hſting joyes ? it 

7. God will not honour himſelf by one Ons 
, but ky many : He knoweth beſt when 
is work i« done; When our Friends have 


finiſhed all-thac God intended; ihem for, 


hen he put them into the World, is it 
not time for them to be gone;. and for 
others to take their places, and fnith 
their Work alſo-in.their: time? God will 
have a ſucceſſion of his Servants in the 
World, Would you not comefomn, and 
five place. to kim rhat'is to follow: you, 
when your part'1s layed, and his is to 
begin ? If Davidh:g n/t dycd,. there had 
deen no Solomon, no Fehoſhaphat, no He- 


&kiah, no Foftab, to ſucceed him and ho- 
Ds  nour 
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nour God in the ſame Throne. You may 
as wilely grudge that one day only takes 
not up all the Week, and that the clock 
ſtr.keth not the fame hour ſtill, but pro- 
ceedeth from one to two, from two to 
three, &c. as to murmur that one man 
oaly continueth not to do the work of 
his.plage excl::ding his Succeſſors, | 
8. Tou muſt 15: have all your Meriies 
by one Meſſenger or Hand : God will;not 
have you conkine your Love to one- only 
of his Servants: And thetefore he will 
not make one only uſeful to you: But 
when one hath delivered his Meſſage 8nd 
done. his part, perhaps God will-ſend-you 
other Mercies by another; hand: Andi 
| belongeth to him to chooſe the, Mcſſes 
ger who gives the gifi, andit you 
Childiſhly dote upoa the firſt Meſſenger, 
and ſay you will. have no more, your ite} G; 
wardneſs more deſerveth Corre&ion than & 
Compaſſion :. And if you be kept falting ., 
till you can. thankfully rake your. Food, ty 
from any hand that your Father ſends tY 1, 
by, it is a CorreQion very ſvitable.tp 
your (in. : iff 
9: Do yon. jo bighly value your Friend tt 
for God, or for them, or for your ſelves,® of 
the final conſideration ? If it was for Oe 'N 
' ; wr 
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what reaſon of trouble have you, that Ged 
 hati diſpoſed of them, according to his 
| wiſdom and nnerring Will? ſhould you 

not then be more pleaſcd that Ged hath 
© them, and employeth'them in his high- 
| eſt ſervice, than diſpleaſed that you want 
them? ; 

Bur if you value them and love them 
ſor themſelves, they are 'now more lovely 
when they are more perfe& ; ' and they 
are nowghitter for your content and joy, 
when they have themſelves unchangeable 
conteſt” and joy, than they could be in 
their fin and forrows. 

But if you valued and {oved them but 
for your ſelves only, it is juſt with God 
to take them from you, to teach you to 
ralue Men to.righter ends, and-upon bet- 
ter conſiderations : | And both to' prefer 
God before your ſelves, and better to 
uederſtand the nature of true Friendſhip, 
and better to know that your cwn felici- 
ty isnot in the hands of any Creature, 
but of my, alone, p ” 

10. Did you improve your Friends while 
you bad he ” aig you only fore 
them, while you made but little «ſe 
ef them ſor your Souls? If you uſed them 
Not, it was juſt with God for al 

ove 
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Love to take themirom you. They were” 
given you as your Candle, not only: to” 
Love it, but'to work by the Licht of it 
And as your Garments; notionly to Love 
them, but to wear them; and as your meat 
not only to Love: 3t, but :to: feed xpon itil" 
Did you receive their Counſel, and hear- 
ken to their Reprovoſs, and pray with 
them, and confer with them upon thole 
holy Truths that tenced to elevare your 
mins to God, and-to inflaine yolr Breaſts 
with ſacred Love? If not, be it now 
known 'to yau, that God gave you not 
fuch helps and mercies only to talk of, 
or look u2en, and Loye, but. alfo to. im- 
prove for the benefit of your Sou!s. a 

11, Do you nit ſeem ro: forget both 
where you are y«ur ſelves, : auid'' where you 
. wuſt ſhortly and for ever live? '' Where 
would you have your Freends, but where 
you mult bz yorur ſelves? Do you mvum 
that they ate taken hence ? Why, if they 
had Raid here a thouſand years, how little y 
of that time ſhould you have had thelr : 
Company? Whan you arealmoft leaving 
the World your ſelves, would you not | * 
tend your treaſure before you to the 
place where you muſt abide ? How quick- 
ly will you paſs from heace- to Gol, 

ED El, where 
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you ſhall find your Ftiends that 
joy lamented as if they had been loſt, 


it, nd there ſhalldwell with them for ever ! 
Te 
1eAt 
v it, 
AF 
ith 
ole 


) fooliſh Mourners! would you not 
ave your Friends at home | at their hone 
ad your home, with their Father, and 
wr Father: their God, and your God? 
tall you not there enjoy them long, e- 
wugh ! Can you ſo-much mifs them for 
oe day, that muſt live with them to all 
Lternity ? And is not Eternity long ec- 
tough for you to enjoy your Friends in? 
Obj. But 1 do not know whether ever 1 
ball there have any diſtin knowledge of 
taem, or love to them, and whether God 
ſhall not there be ſo far All m All, 46 
thit we ſhall need or fetch no comfort from 
the Creature. | | 

Anſw. There is no reaſon for cither of 
theſe doubts. For, 1. You cannot: juſtly 
think that the k1owledge of the Glori- 
fied ſhall be more confuſed or imperfect 
than the knowledge of natural Men on 
Earth, . We ſhall know much more, but 
not ſo much leſs, Heaven exceederh Earth 
inknowledge, as much as it doth in Joy. 

2, The Angels in Heaven have now a 
diſlin&t particular knowledge of the leaſt 
Believers ; xejoycing patticularly in their 
conycrſion, 
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converſton, and being called by Chrift 
hinſelf {Their Angels.) Thefefore when 
we ſhall be equal 10 the Angels, we (hall 
certainly know our neareſt Friends that 
there dwell with us, and are employed 
in the ſame attendance. + 1.4 

3. Abrabam knew the Rich Man'in 
HeUN, and the Man/ knew Abraham and 
Lazarrs: Therefore we ſhall have asdi- 
ſtint a Knowledpe. 


4+. The two Ditciples kneiv 44iſes and. 


Elias in the Mount, whom they had ne- 
ver fect before: Though 'it 1s poſſible 
Chriſt. told them who they were, yet 
there is no {ſuch thing expreſſed: And 
Serefore it is as probable that they knew 
them by the Communication of their'it- 
radiating g'ory. Much more ſhall we be 
then illuminated to a clearer knewle”ge. 

5-It rs faid expreſly,'1 Cor. 13; 10,tt, 
12. That our preſent knowledge ſhall be 
done away only in regard of its imper- 
fettion ; and not of it ſelf, which ſhall be 
perfet:d : [mbeg that which is per feth #6 
come, then that which is in part ſhall'be 
done away: } As we put away chilaijh 
thoughts and ſpeeches, when we become 


men: The change will be from” [ſeeing 
in a glaſt] to [ſering face to fare] and 


from 


as => 
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from [knowing 312 part] to[ knowing even as 
we are known. ] - | 

2. And that we (ſhall both Xzow, and 
Love and rejoyce in creatures even in Hea- 
yen, notwithſtanding that God is all in 
all, apearcth farther thus. 

1. Chriſt in his glorified humanity is's 
Creature : and yet there is no. doubt but 
all his members will there Know: and. 
Love him in his glorified humanity, with- 
ry derogation from the glory ofthe 

city, | 

2. The Body of Chriff will continue 
its unity, and every meaber will be fo 
nearly related, even in Heaven, that they 
cannot chooſe but Know and Love each 
other. Shall we be ignorant of the mem 
bers of our Body ? and not be concerned 
in their felicity, with whom we are ſo 
nearly one? * 

3- Theſtate and felicity of the Church 
hereafter, is frequently deſcribed in 
Scripture as conſiſtent in Seczery. It is 2 
Kingdom, the City of Ged, the Heavenly 
{eruſalem : andit is mentioned as part of 
our happineſs to be of that ſociety, Heb. 
12,22, 23, 244 Cc. LEE 

4. The Saints are called Kings them- 
elyes : and it is ſaid ut. they ſhall wig 

Ant we 
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the world, and the Angels (And Judging 
in Scripture i frequently put for Gorer. 
ing ) Therefore, (whether there will 'be 
another world of mortals which they ſhall 
Govern as Angles now Govern men; or 
whether the Miſery of damned men and 
Angels will partly conſiſt in ag baſe a ſub- 
jeion to the glorified Saints, as Dogs 
now have to men,or wicked reprobates on 
Earth to Angles; or whether in reſpeR of 
both theſe together, the Saints ſhall then 
be Kings, and Rule and Judge ; or whe+ 
ther it be only the participation of the 
Glory of Chriſt, that iscalled a Kingdom, J. 
I will not here determine, but) it ismoſt NY; 
clear that they will have a diſtinct parti- 
cular Knowledge of the world, which they 
themſelyes muſt judge; and ſome concern. 
 mentin that work. | 

5. It is put into the deſcription of 
the Happineſs of the Saints, - that they 
ſhall come from the Eaſt, and from the 
Weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
God. _ Therefore they ſhall know them, 
and take ſome comfort in their preſence, 

6. Love (even to the Saints as well as 
wnro God) is one of the graces that thally; 
endure for ever, 1 Cor, 12. It is ex-þþ m 
_.. erciſed 
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eciſed upon an Immortal objeit(the Images 
ad Children of the Moſt High) and 
therefore muſt be one of the ſmmortal 
Graces, For Grace in the Natwre of it 
tyech not : and therefore if the Objett 
ce:ſe not, how ſhould the Grace ceaſe, 
mlefs you will call ir's perfeing a coan, 
63 bug ? : 
{tis a ſtate too high for ſuch as wes 
nd 1 think for any meer .Creature to 
live ſo Immediately and only upon God, as 
to have no «ſe for any fellow Creature, 
tor no comfore in them, God can make 
iſe of Glorified Creatures, in ſuch {ub- 
erviency and ſubordination to himſelf, 
i $ hill be no diminution to his All-ſuffi- 
7 ency or Honour, nor to our grory and 

klicity. We muſt take hred of fancying 
tren ſuch a Heaven it ſelf, as its above 
he capacity of a Creature; as1ſome very 
x viſe Divines think they have cone, that 
©Ficll us we ſhall Immediately ſeeGodsEfſence 
(his Glory being that which is provided 
fr our 5458508 and felicity, and. is. di- 
OEhin& from his Eſſence 3 being not every 
there as his Eſſence is) And as thoſe do 
"*Fthat cell us becauſe that God will be 4/t 
n Al, therefore we ſhall there have:none 
"four comfort. by any:Creature, Though 
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fleſh and blood ſhall not enter into that King- 
dom, but out Bodies will then be Spiri. 
tual Bodies ;, yet will they be really the 
"ame as now, and diſtin& from our Souls: 
« 1 therefore muſt have a felicity ſuitable 
to a Body glorified: And if the ſoul did 
immediately {ce God's Eſſence, yet as no 
reaſon can conclude that it can tee nothing 
elſe, or that-it can ſec even Created Good, 
and mot Love it, ſo the Body however 
muſt have objeas and felicity fit for a 


Body. 

Obj. But it 3s ſaid, If we knew Chriſt 
after the fleſh, henceforth know we him no 
more. | 
Anſw. No doubt but all the carnality 
in Principles, matter, manner and ends of 
our knowledge will then ceaſe as it's im- 
perfe&tion : But that a carnal knowledge 
be turned into a ſpirztnual, is no morea 
diminution to it, than it is to the glory 
of our Bodies, to be made like the ſtars in 
the Firmament of our Father. | 

Obj. But then I ſhall have vo more com- 
>a 32 my preſent friends thas in any t* 
ther. = 

"Arſw. 1, If you had none in them. it 
is no diminution to our happineſs, if in- 
deed we ſhould have all in God ned) 

| | ately 
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tely and alone. 2. But if you have as 
much in others that, you never knew be- 
fore, that will not diminiſh any of your 
comfort in your antient Friends. 3. But 
itismoſt probable to us, that as there is 
2 twofold ObjeR for our love in the 
Glorified Saints; one is their Holineſs, 
and the other is the Relation which 
they ſtood in between God and us, be- 
ing made. his inſtruments for our con- 
verſion and falvation, ſo that we ſhall 
love Saints itn Heaven in both reſpetts : 
And in the firſt reſpet (which is the 
chiefeſt) we ſhall love thoſe moſt that 
have moſt of God, and the greateſt 
Glory (though ſuch as we never knew 
on-Earth.) And in the ſecond reſpe&, we 
ſhall love thoſe moſt that were employ- 
ed by God for our greateſt good. 

And that we ſhall not there lay by ſo 
much reſpe& to owr ſelves, as to forget 
or diſregard our Benefadtors, is manifeſt, 
1, In that we ſhall. forever remember 
Chriſt, and love him, and praiſe him, as 
one that formerly Redeemed us, and waſh- 
ed us int his Blood, and hath made us 
Kings and Priefts to God: And there- 
fore we may alſo in juſt ſubordination #0 


Chriſt, remember them with Love ayd 
TY Thank- 
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Thank falneſs, that were his Inſt-umm; 
for the Collation of theſe benefits, 

2. And this kind of Self-love (to be 
ſenſible of Good and Evil to our ſelves 
isnone. of the ſinful or imperfett ſelfiſh 
#eſs to be renounced or [aid by, butpart 
of our very Naturer, and as infepara 
ble from us, as we are from our ſelves, 

Much, more, were it rot Cigrellive 
might be ſail on this ſubjet; but'l 

"(hall only ad, that as Cod Coth dra; 
ns to every hol7 Doty, by ſhewingys 
the excellercy of thar duty; and as p 
74 ty is notthe ſmalleſt excelercy; loh 
hath purpoſely mentioned that Love ex- 
dureth for ever (when he had Ceſcribed 
the Love of one another) as e principle 
motive to kindle and encreaſe this Low. 
And therefore thole that think they ſhall 
have no perſonal Knowledge of one ano- 
ther, nor perſonal Love to one another 
(for we cannot Lowe perſon-lly, if we 
know not pzrſonally) do take a molt effec- 
tual courſe to defroy in their ſouls all ho- 

Iy fpectal Love to Saints,Þy caſting away 

thatprincipal or very great motive given 
them by the Holy Ghoſt, I am not :ble 
t5 Love much where I f,:eknow that! 

ſhall not Love long, | cannot Love a 

DE | co:ncly 
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comely Inn, ſo well as a nearer dwelling 
of:ny own,becauſe I muſt be gone to mor- 
A row. Therefore muſt I love my Bible 
betrer than my Lawbooks or Phyſickbooks, 
&, Becauſe it leadeth to Eternity. 
And therefore I muſt Loye Holineſs 1n 
my felf and others, better than meat and 
drink, and wealth, and honour,and deau- 
ty and pleature; becauſe it muſt be 
Loved for ever, when the Loyeof theſe 
muſt needs be tranſitory, as they are tran- 
F ltory. I muſt profeſs fromthe yery cx- 
perience of my ſoul, -that it isthe belief 
that L ſhall Love my friends in Heaven, 
Þ that principally ,.kindleth my Loye to 
ec them on Earth And if I thought I ſhould 
cl never know them after death, and conſe- 
"NF quently never love them more, when this 
WY life is ended; Þ ſhould in reafon' number 
-F them with temporal things, and Love 
"F th?m comparatively but little ; even as 
| 1 Love other tranſitory things (allowing 
"| for the excellency in the nature of Grace) 
"E But now I converſe with ſome delight 
| with my: Godly friends, as believing I | 
| hill converſe with them for ever, and 
| tike 'comfort in the very Dead and Ab- 
ſent, as' believing we ſhall ſhortly meet in 
Heaven: And | Love them, I hope, with 
A 
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a Love that is of a Heavenly Nature, 
while Love them as the Heirs-of Heaven, 
with a Love which I expect ſhall there be 
perfefted, and more fully and for ever ex- 
erciſed, 

12, The laft Reafon that l give you, 
to move you to bear the Zoſs or Abſence 
of your friends, is, that it gives you the 
loudeſt cal) to retire from the world, and 
to converſe with God himſelf, and tolong 
for Heaven, where you ſhall be ſepera- 
ted from your friends no more. And 
your forſaken ſtate will ſomewhat aſſiſt 
you to that ſolitary converſe with God, 
which it calls you to: But this brings us 
up to the third part of the Text. 


' IN D yet I amnot alone, becanſe the 
Father is with me.] © 

Dod. When all for ſake us and leave us 
(as to them) alone, we are far from being 
Jmply alone ;, becauſe God 1s with us. 

e is not without company, that is 
with the King. thovgh twenty others 
have torved him off, He-is not without 


Lighr that hath the ſhining Sun, though 


all his Candles be put.out. If God be 
our God, he isour All, and is enough for 


us; 
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ws: And if he be onr All, we ſhall not 
much find the want of creatures while he 
is with us. - 

For 1. He is with us, who is Every- 
where, and therefore is neyer from usz 
and knoweth all the ways and projeas 
ofour enemies; being with them in wrath, 
z$heis with us in mercy. 

2, Heis with us who is Almighty, ſuf- 
ficient to preſerve us, conquerable by 
none ? and therefore while he is with us, 
wenced not fear what mancaf dounto us: 
For they can do nothing but what he will : 
No danger, no ſickneſs, no trouble or 
want can be ſo great as to make it any 
difficulty to God to deliver us when and 
how he pleaſe. 

3. He is with us who is Infimtelywiſe, 
antl therefore we need not fear the ſubtil- 
ty of enemies ; nor ſhall any of his un- 
dertaken works for his Church or us, miſ- 
arry for want of foreſight, or through 
any overſight, We-ſhall be preſerved 
eren from our own:Folly, as well as from 
our Enemies ſubtilty : For it js net.our 
own wiſdome that 'our greateſt concern - 
ments do principally reſt upon, 'nor that 
oor ſafety and: peace are. chiefly fexcured 


by; but it-is ghe:Wildome of onr'great 
oF Preſerves. 
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Preſcrver. He knoweth what to dowith I (a 
1h us, and what Paths to lead vs in, and | 4 
17 what is beſt for us in all conditions : And  ® 


he hath promiſed to Teach vs, andwill & ® 
be our {ure infallible Guide. N 
4. He is with us who is /rfinitely Good, be 
and therefore is only fit to be a continual © 
delight and ſatisfaiion to our fouls: That £ ®" 
hath nothing in him to diſaffe& us, or 
diſcourage us: whom we may love with- # 
out fear of over-loving; and need not et I £4 
any bounds to our Love, the Objett of Þ 0 
it being infinite. 0! 
5. He is with us, who is moſt nearly} * 
related to us, and moſt dearly loveth us; || fc 
and therefore will never be wanting to us| t! 
in any thing that is fit for us to have. This Y 
is he that is with us, when all have leftus, IN 3 
andas to Man weare alone; and therefore | 
we may well ſay that we are not alone. | 1 
Of this I ſhall ſay more anon in the appli. t 
cation. 7 
Queſt. But how is he with us? Anſw. 
I. Hes with us not only in his Eſſentid 
preſence, as he is every where, but as by 
his Gracious Fatherly preſence; We arc 
'in his Family, attending on him : Even 
- as the Eye of a Servant is to the hand of 
- bis Maſter : 'We are abvays with him, and 
. yl: (4 
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(as he phraſeth it himſelf in the Parable) 
Luke 1 5. all that he hath in ours, that is, 
all char is fit to be communicated to us, 
and all thg Proviſions of his bounty for 
his Children. When we awake, we ſhould 
be till with him; When we goabroad we 
{hou!d he always as before him : Our life 
and works ſhould be a Walking with God. 

2. He is always with us efficiently to do 
«good; Though we have none clic that 
careth for us, yet will he never caſt.us out 
of his care, but biddeth us caſt our care 
on him, as.p:omiling that he will care for 
«. Though we have none elſe to provide 
for us, he is always with us, and our Fa- 
ther knoweth what we want, and will 
mate the beſt proviſion for.us, at. 6.32, 
33- Though wc have none clſe to defend 
vs againſt the power of our Enemies, he 
i; always with ys to be our ſure defence : 
He is the Rock to which we flys and up- 
on which we are ſurely built. He gather- 
eth us cohimſclt as the Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings, Mat. 2:373- 
And ture while Love is ghus proteQing us, 
we may well {ay that the Farker himſelf. 5s 
with us, Thaugh in all our wants We 
have no other to ſupply us, yet he i ſill 
with us to perſorm his promiſe, har mp 
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34 Of Converſing ' 
900d thing ſhall be wanting to them that 
tear him. "Though we may have none elſe 
to ſtrengthen and help us, and ſupport us 
in our weakneſs, yet he is always with 
us, whoſe Grace is ſufficient for us, to 
+ manifeſt his trength in weakneſs. Though 
we have no other to teach us, and to re- 
ſolve our doubts, yet heis with us that is 
our chiefeft Maſter, and hath taken vs to 
be his Diſciples, and will be our Light and 
Guide, and will lead us into the Truth. 
Though we have none elſe to be our 
Comforters, in our agony, darkneſs or di- 
frets; but all forſake us, or are taken 
from us, and we are expoſed as Hagar 
with 1ſhmael in a Wilderneſs; yet fill 
the Father of all conſolations is with ns ; 
his Spirit who is the Comforter is in vs: 
And he that ſo often ſpeaketh the words 


[Be of good chear ; let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither be afraid, &c.7] will ſpeak 
them (in the feaſon and meaſure- which is 
fitteſt for them) unto our hearts, Though 
all Friends turn Enemies, and would de- 
firoy us, or turn falſe Accuſers, as Fob's 
Friends, in their ignorance or paſſion 3 
though all of them ſhould add affliction 
to our afflition, yet is our Redeemer and 


tl 5 U 


of Comfort to us in his Goſpel, and ſaith, 
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' within me, then thou Lneweſt my" Path:" tn 4 
by laid a Snare for me.”] Thus [God is oar 


r 
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EE ERY 


with God in ſolftude. 8g 
Juftifier till wich #s, and will lay his re- 
training hand upon our Eneniies, and fay 
to their proudeſft fury [Hitherto and no 
further ſhall thou go ] He is angry with 
Jo's accuſing Friends, notwithſtanding 
their friendſhip and good meaning, and 
though they ſeemed to plead for God 
and Godlineſs againſt 7ob's fin : And who 
ſhall be againſt ns while God is for us? or 
who ſhall condemn us when it is he that jufti- 
feth as? Though we be put to fay as 
David, Pials 142. 4. [I] looked on my right 
hand and beheld, but there was noman that 
would know me; refuze failed me 5, no man 
cared for my Soul :] Yet we may ſay 
with him, verſ. 5. and 7, [| Jcryed nnto 
thee, O Lord; I ſaid, Thon art my refuge 
and my Portion mm the land of the Living: 
Bring my Soul out of Priſon” that'l may 
waſh thy Name : The Righteons ſhall com- 
paſs me about : For thou” ſhalt deal boant- 
fally with me: 2,3. Iponxred ont my com- 
Plant before him; I ſhewed before bim my 
trouble : When my Spirit was overmhelmned 


the way wherein I walked have they provi- 


uge and firength;, a very preſent help in 
rouble] Pal. 46. FP Therefore hanld we 


nor 


F, 7 he 


86 _.. « Of Convetſing... 
' not fear though the Earth were: removed, 
and though the Mountains were carried ing 
the miijt of the Sea; though the Water! 
thereaf, roar and be_ troubled, Cc.  verl, 
2..3.,; Though as David laith, Pſal. 41, 
$36, *7+ - LAdamve Enemies ſpeak Evil. of 

we : When ſhall be aye, and his name periſh? 
And. if he come to ſee me, he ſpeaketh va- 
mty : His Heart gathereth [rquity to it 
ſelf; when he goeth abroad ne tellethit : All 
that i:ate me whiſper together againſt me : 
againſt. me do they deviſe my hurt: Au 
evi. Diſeaſe, ſay they, cleaveth ft unto 
him ;, and now that he lyeth, he ſh.ll. riſe 


Kp no more: Yea, my own familiar friend. 


in whom I truited, that did eat of my Bread, 
hath lift up his heel againſt me —-}] Yet 
we may add a; he, v- 12. [ And as for me, 
thaw upholdeſt me 13. mine integrity, and 
Jetteſt me before thy face. forever.) Though 
(as Pſal: 35. 7, &c. Without cauſe they 
have hid for .me their Net 1n a Pit, which 
. without. canſe they bave digged for my. Soul: 
»1.J And falſe Witneſſes aid riſe. up, they 
$8i4\ to-may, charge things that I knew: n0t; 
they, rewataed me evil for go:d: 155.16» 
Ja my aqverſuy they rejayced, and gather 
ed themſelves together ;, the.abjeits gathered 
 themſelyes together againſt me, and I knew 
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that truſt in him ſhall be deſolate.}] v.22. 


ble, and hath known (and owned) my Seut 
in adverſuy: and hath. not: ſhut we 412. he 


but eſpecially among. my \Neighbopys, and 


with God -in' ſclitude. 87. 
it not; they did tear and ceaſed not ;, with 
hypocritical mockers in Feaſcs, they graſbed 
upon 116 with their tecth : 20.For they ſpeak, 
ot peace, but they deviſe deceitful matters 
againſt them that are quiet-41 the Lana. ] 
Yet verſe 9g. [[Ady Soul ſhall be joyful in 
the Lord: it ſhall rtjoyce in his Salvation : 
10, All my Bone: ſhall ſay, Lora, who is 
like unto thee, who delrvereſt the poor from 
him that 3s too ſtrong for him, yea the poor 
ard the needy from him that ſpouleth: him. | 
Though Friends be far oft, 12 Lord rs 
nigh to them that are of a broken heart, and 
ſaveth ſuch as be of a cantrite Spirut : Many 
are the Affiftions of the Righteors ; but 
the Loyd delivereth him out .of them all, ] 
Plzl. 34. 18, 19. The Lord redeemeth the 
Soul of his Servants; and none. .of them 


Therefore [/ will be. plad and -rejiyce un 
bis Mercy, for he hath conſidered my trou- 


hind of the Enemy. —— When, my {i>,mgs 
ſpent with grief, ana my "Years with ſig _ 
mg; my ftrength failed hecanſe of mine $ 
eniquity, and my Bones were conſumed "1 
was a reproach among -ail. mine Enemies, 
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68 Of Converſine © 
a fear to mine Acquaintance ; they that 
did ſee me without fled from me: I was 
forgotten, and as a dead man out of mind: for 
1 was like a broken Veſſel : 1 beard the I *" 
ſlander of many: fear was. 0» every ſide; the 
while they took counſel together againſt me, lg 
they deviſed to take away my life: Bu I |" 
truſted in ther, O Lord: I ſaid, Thu © 
art my God: my times art in thy hand: {ur 
deliver me from the band of mine enemies, | ** 
and from them that perſecute me : Make 
thy face to ſhine upon thy Servant : Save the 
me fer thy mercies ſake, — O how great us al 
thy goodneſs which thou haſt laid up for NY 
them that fear thee, which thou baſt wrowrht || "© 
for them that truſt in thee before the Sons (| ® 
of Men Thou ſhalt hide them in the ſe- di 
cret of thy preſence from the Pride of Man: Gt 
Thou ſhalt keep them ſecretly in a pavilion |: 
from the ſtrife of Tongues, Ptal. 31.) Thus _ 
God is with #s when men are far from || '* 


vs, or againſt us: His people find by bi 
happy experience, that they are nor alone. || 
Becauſe he is nigh them, evil ſhall not come. 0 
nigh them, unlels as 'it worketh for their }| 


good, Fle is their hiding place to pre- 
ſerve them from trouble : the great water- h 
flrods fhall not come nigh them: he will | 
compaſs them about with Songs of delovt- 
rance.] Pal. 32,6, 7. ' 3. And 
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with God in ſolitude. Bg 

3. And as God is with ns thus Rela. 
tnely and Efficiently, fo allo Objetively 
for our holy converſe. Whetever our 
Friends are, God is ſtill at hand to be. 
the moſt profitable, honourable and de- 
lightful Obje& of our thoughts. There 
is enough in him to take up all the facul- 
ties of my ſonl. He that is but ina well 
furniſhed Library, may find great and 
excellent employment for his Thoughts 
many years together: And ſo may he 
that liveth in the open World, and hath 
all the viſible Works of God to meditate 
upon : But all this were nothing, if God 
were not the ſenſe of Books and Creatures, 
and the matter of all. theſe noble Stu. 
dies : He that is alone, and hath only 
Ged himſelf to Rudy, hath the matter 
and ſenſe of all the Books and Creatures 
in the World, to employ his thoughts 
upon. He never need to want matter for 
his meditation, that hath God to meditate 
on. He need not want matter of Dif- 
courſe (whether mental or vocal) that 
hath God to talk of, though he bave 
not the name of any other Friend to men- 
tion, All our AﬀeRtions may have in 
him the higheſt and moſt pleaſant work. 


The Soul of Man cannot have a more 
ſweet 


90 Of Converſing 
ſweet and excellent work than to-love 
him: He wanteth neither work nor 
pleaſure, that in his ſolitude is taken up 
in the believing contemplations of Eter. 
nal Love, and of all his bleſſed Attributes 
and Works. O then what happy and 
delightful converſe may a Believer haye 
with God alonz! He is always preſent, 
and always at leiſure to be ſpoken with; 
and always willing of our accels and 
audience: He hath no intereſt Croſs to 
our ſelicity, which (ould move himto 
rejeA us (as worldly great ones often 
have.) He never milunderflandeth ws, 
nor chargeth that upon us which we were 
never guilty of: If we converſe with 
Men, their Miftakes,. and Intereſts; and 
Paſſions, and Tnſufficiencies, do make the 
trouble fo gre:t, and the benefit fo ſmall, 
that many have beceme thereby aweary 
of the World, or of human Society, and 
* have ſpent the reſt of their days alone 
in deſert” places.” Indeed, fo much-ef 
God as appears in Men, ſo much is their 
converſe excellent and delightful; and 
theirs is the beſt that have'moſt of God; 
But there is fo much of vanity, and felf. 
and fleſh), and fin in the moſt or all of 
of us, as very much darkneth ovt Light, 


and - 
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and dampcth the plezſure, and blaſteth 
the fruit of our Socicties and Converſe. 
O how oft have 1 been folaccd in God, 
when I found nothing but deceit and 
dirkneſs in the World ! . How ofe hath 
he comforted me, when it was paſt the 
poir<r of Man! How ot hath he relieved 
and delivered me, when all the help of 
Man was vain! It hath becn my Stay 
and Reſt, to look to him, whenthe Crea- 


| tire hath hecn a broken Staff, and de- 


ceitful Friends kave been but as a broken 


: Tooth, or” a Foot that is out of Joint 


(as Solomon ſpeaketh of confilence in an 
unfaithful man in time of trouble, Prov. 

25. 29.) Verily, as the World were but 
an horrid Dungeon without the Sun, 
ſo it were a howling wilderneſs, a place 
of no conſiderable Employment or De- 
light, were it not that in it -we may 
live to God ang do him: Service, and 


lometime be” refreſhed with the light 


cf his countenance,and thecommunicati- 


ons of his 1 ove; Bur of this more ano7. 


E ſee our Example, and our 
Enccuragements. Let us row 
as followers of Chriſt, endeavour to rmitate 
him.in this, and to Live xpon God, when 

: men 


Uſe t, 
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| wen forſake us, and to know that while 

God is with us, we are not alone, nor in- 
deed forſaken while he forlakes us not. 

I ſhall, r. Shew you here Negatively, 
what you muſt not do. 2. Affirmativey, 
what you muſt do; for the performance 
of your duty in this imitation of Chriſt, 

1. You muſt not make this any pretence 
for the underyaluing of your uſeful 
Friends; nor for your unthankfulnels for 

fo great a Benefit as a Godly Friend : nor 

- for the negle& of your Duty in impro- 
ving the Company and help of Friends: 
Two is better then one: The communi- 
on of Saints, and help of thoſe that are 
wiſe and faithfal, is a mercy highly to be 
eſteemed, An1 the unJervaluing of it, is 
at leaſt a ſign of a decliniag Soul. 

2. You muſt not hence fetch any pre- 
tence to (light your Fricn/ls, and diſob- 
lige them, or negle& any duty. that you 
owe them, or any means therein neceſſary 

tothe contiauation of their Friendſhip. 
3. You muſt not cauſeleſly withdraw 
from humane fociety into Solitade..A 
wearineſs of conyerſe with Men,? is oft 


And a retiring voluntarily into Solitude, 
when God doth not call or drive us "gn 
| tncry 


%, 


conjund with a wearineſs of our' Duty: : 


ile 


with God in ſolitude. 93 
ther, is oft but a retiring from the place 
and work which God hath appointed us: 
And conſequently a retiring rather from 
God, than to God: Like ſome idle Ser- 
rants, that think they ſhould not work fo 
hard, becauſe it is but Worldly buſmeſs, 
and think their Maſters deal not Religi- 
ouſly by them, unleſs they let them neg- 
lect their labour, that they may ſpend 
more time in ſerving God : as if it were 
no ferving God to be faithful in their 


Maſters Service. 


I deny not but very holy perſons have 
lived in a ſtate of retirement from hu- 
mane converſe : In ſuch caſes as theſe it 
may become a Duty, 1. In caſe of ſach 
perſecution as at preſent leaveth us no op- 


. portunity of ſerving or honouring God 


{o much in any other place or ſtate. 

2 In caſe that natural s-firmity, or dil- 
ability, or any other accident ſhall make 
one leſs ſerviceable to God and his 
Church in *ocicty than he is in ſolitude, 

3. In caſe he hath committed a fin fo 
heinous and of inlelible ſcandal and re- 
proach, as that it is not fit for the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt any more to receive him 
into their local Communion, though he 
repent : (For as to Local Communion, I 


- think, ſuch a caſe may be.) 4. In 
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- 4+ Incaſe a man through cuſtom and ill 


company he fo captivated to ſome fleſhly 
Luft, a< that he is not able to bear the 
tempt a110n5 that are found in humane con. 
werſe;, bur falleth by them into frequent 
heinous inning : In this cafe the right 
hand or eve is ratherto be parted with, 
than their Salvation. And though a meer 
reſtrainr by Ciftance of! temptations and 
opportunities of inning, will not prove a 
man fandtifed, nor five the foul that 


Joveth the ſta an! fain would live a it; 


Yr, 1. Grace may {onetime aprear iti 
the ftrength and {clf donval which is ex- 
Ercili im the very avoiding of temptati» 
ons, When yet peri1zps the perſon hath 
not ſtrength enansh to have ſtocd againſt 
rhe tempiation if it had not been avoiced, 
And 2. The diſtance of temptations, & op- 
portunity of terious and frequent confile- 
ration, may be a mcan> to help to fince- 
ri:y tht want it, 

5. In caſe a man by aze or ſickneſs find 
himleli fo near ro death, as that he hath 
now a more ſpecial call to look after his 
preſent attuzl preparation,. than to endea- 
vour any more the godd of others; and find 
withall, that ſolirnde will help him in his 


preparations, his Society being ſuch as 
| 4. 1 would 
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zould but hinder him; In theſe five ca- 
ks | ſuppoſe it lawful to retire from hu- 
nane converſe into ſolitude. . 

But when there is no ſuch neceſſity or 
call, 1t uſually proceedeth from one. of 
theſe vicious diſtempers:- 1. From Coe 
y:r4:2e and fear of ſuffering, when the 
4 Jovldiers of Chriſt 'do hide their heads; 
q Jiftead of confeſſing him before men. 
a 
t 


. 
1 ” 


—— 


2, From a lazinefs of mind anJ wea- 
rinels of duty : when ſloth{ul unprofitable 
ſervints hice their talents, pretending 
their iear of the auſterity of their Lord: 
Its cafer to rum away from our work , then 
dit; and to go out of the reach of ig- 
norance, malice, contradition and un- 
0: lineſs, than to encounter them,and con- 
quer them by Truth and Holy lives. So 
many perſons. as we converſe with, fo 
many are there to whom we owe ſome 
duty : And this is not ſo eahe as it is tO 
over run our work, and tohide our ſelves 
in ſome Wilderneſs or Cel},whilſt others 
zre fighting the Battels of the Lord.” ''3. 
Or it may proceed from meer impatience : 
When men cannot bear the frown, and 
ſcorns, and violence of the ungodly, they 
fly from ſufferings, which by patience 
they ſhould oyercome. ' 4. Or it may 

' come 
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come from humour and mutability of mind, 


and diſcontent with ones condition ; 
Many retire from humane converle to 
pleaſe a di/contented paſſionate mind ; or 
expecting tO find that privacy, which in 


publick they could not find, nor is any. 


where to be found on Earth. Fg. And 
ſome do it in delancholy, meerly to pleaſe 
a ſick imagination, Which is vexed in 
company, and a little eaſcth it ſelf inli- 
ving as the poſſ.ſſcd man among the 
Tombs. 6. And ſomtimes it proceed- 
eth from ſelf i2norarce, and an unhbumbled 
Bate of a voul : When, men think much 
better of themſelves than others, the 

think they can more comfortably converle 
with themſelves than with others : Where: 
as if they well underſtood that they .aze 
the wor} or greateſ enemies, Or troubles t0 
theniſeives, they would: more fear their 
own Company than other mens: They 
would then conſider what proud, and 
fleſhly, and worldly, anJ ſelfiſh, and 
diſorcered hearts they arelike to carry 
with them into their ſelitude, and there 
to be annoyed with from day to day: 
And that the neareſt enemy is the worſt, 
and the zeareſt trouble is the great- 


—_—:- 
Theſe 


with God in ſolitude. 97 
Theſe vices or infirmities carry many 

mto ſolitude 4 and if they live where Po 
) Woih vanity may feduce them, they wilk 
r Weerhaps imagine, that they are ſerving 
1 W694, and entring in perfeftion, when 
| 


Mikey are but ſnfully obeying their corrup- 
tors ; and that they are advanced above 
ethers in- degrees of grace, while they+. 
ae pleaſing a diſeaſed fancy, and cntring 
utoa dangerous courle of fin. Nodoubt 

Four the Cucics of a publick lie are more 
9.number,. and greater in weight, and 
ofwore- excellent conſequence and ten- 

&vy (even to the moſt publick good, 

and greateſt honour of God } than the du- 

lies of privacy or retirement. Yer bonus 
if commune bo:um: A good man 15 a com- 
mon good, And (ſ.ith Sereca)Nulla «fſent 

(nmunia niſi pars illorum pertineret ad 

fry xlos] If every one have not ſom ſhare 

« jacereſt in them, how are thex come 

non ? Let me add theſe few Con' der: ti 

00s, toſhew you the evil of voluntary un- 
teceſſary Solitude. 

1. Youleſs cotribute to the horowr of 
yew Redeemer, and Icf> promore h1- King= 
dom in the world, and lefs-ſubſerve his 
death and-office,, while you: do' g2od, but 
to tew, and live bus alwmeſt to your ſelves. 

| | F ' 2. You 


( 
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2. You live in the-pooreft exerciſe ofthe 
grace of Charity; and therefore in a low 
undeſirable condition. | wp 
3. You ,will want the communion of 
Saints, and benefit of publick ordinances 
(for I account not a Colledge life a Solite 
79 life.) And you will want the help of 
the Charity, . Graces and Gifts of-others, 
by which you mightbe benefited. -!  -+ 
2:4. It will-be alife of ſmaller comfort, 
as it is a lifeof ſmalier benebt_ to others, 
They that do but little good (according 
to their ability) muſt expe but Jittle 
comfort. They have uſuaily- moſt peace 
and comfort to tenſes are; the 
moſt profitable to others. [| N; 
quam bene degere qui ſe tantum intuernr : 
Alters vivas oportet, ſi ti94 vis vivere :Sen.)] 
No man can live well, that looketh but t0 
himſelf : Thou muſt live to another, if thok 
wilt live to thy ſelf. \ +08 


O the delight that there is in dorng good | 
ro many! None knoweth it that hath not 


tryed it: Not upon any account of ers; 
but as it Pleaſerh God, and as Goodneſsit 
ſelf is amiable and ſweet ; and as we rt- 
cerve by communicating 4 and as We are #t- 
der promiſe 5 and as Charity makes all the 
good that's done to anerber to be to us as 
onr-own! : $+ We 


n poteſt quiſ- . 


- >> & 6 as ST 0 


— hy 
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5. We aredark and partial, and heed- 
ks of our ſelves, and hardly brotght or 
kept in acquaintance with our heatts; 
and therefore have the more need of the 
eye of others : And even an cnenics eye 
may be uſeful, thovgh malicious; and 
may do us good while he intends us evil, 
laith Bernard [| Malum quod nemo videt 
Memo arguit 2 Ubi autem non timernur repre- 
benſor, ſecurus accedit tenater;, licentins 
ferpetratur iniquitas) {The evil that none 
ſeeth, none reproveth s and where thi re- 
prover is net feared, the temper” comtth 
wore boldly, and the finis commuted the wore 
licenriouſly. It's hard to know the ſpots 
in our own faces, when we haven glaſs 
or beholder” to accquaint us with them. 
Sith Chryſofiow'” [Solitude is welaibidn 
0011 vitiorum \the cover of all vices] In 
company this cover is faid afide; and'vire 
being more naked, is more aſhamed. It 
is beho/ders that cauſe ſhame; which Sols- 
mag is not acquainted with: And it's a 
piece of impemitency not to be ſhamed of ſit. 

'6. And we are” for the moſt*partfo 
weak and fickly, 'that we are EE 
ſubiſt without the help of -othets: Ser.” 
Nemo eft ex imprudentibus qui relingiu fibs 
d&ber) unyiſe mer (or infants, or ſick-like _ 

| : F 2 men 
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men) mrſt not be left ro themſelves.) And 
God hath let ſome 1mpotency,inlufhciency 
and neccſſicy upon all that ſhould keep 
men ſociable, & make them acknowledge 
their need oi others; and be thankful for 
aſbſtance from them, and he ready to do 
good to others, as we would have others 
do tous. He that fee/erh not the need 
others, is fo. unhumb:cd as to have the 
greater necd of them. 


7. Pride wi'l have great advantage in 
private, and Repertance £'cat diſadvan 
tage,while 0i:r (ins ſeem 10 be all dead,be 
cavie there is not a temptation to dray 
them 'out, or - an obſerver [to reprove 
them. [1 am diupatiens quiſque ſibs vicet 
.&. hum 4s, donec nullins hominum Cconſortit 
gommſcerns ;, ad naturam priſtinam rever 
Jarus qurm interpellaverit cujuſitbet occaſs 
+7115 commorto, inquit Caſjianus] Mary 
man ſeems. to himſelf patient and humble 
while be, Keeps out of company  vho ous 
veturn to bis own nature if the commotion 
ary accaſion did but proveke hin. It's hard 
to.know. what ſin or grace is in vs, "if we 
havenotſuch tryals as are not to be fond 
in Solitude. 

8. Fling from the obſervation , and 

: | j.dgmer 


with God in ſolitude. Tov 
ind judgment of others, is 8 kind of ſelf-ac- 
\CyMca/ation ; as if we confeſt our ſelves ſo 
cepFbad as that we cannot ſtand the tryal of 
gelftic Light.) Bona conſcientia turbam adue- 
toric : 21.44 5n ſolitudine anxiaeft & ſelli= 
Wa: fr honeſt a ſunt que facis onnes ſciant : 
TIS rurpia, quid refert neminem ſcire cum 
off ts ſerias ! 0 te miſerum ft contemnis but 
he kſtcm: inquit Seneca.) That is {A good 
(nſcience will call in the croud (or witnel- 
| fs, not caring who ſeeth :) A bad corſer- 
Ni ence 15 anx10us and ſollscitons even un ſolis, 
jp tvde : If they be things bone(t which thew 
CY weft, let ail wen know : If the be diſhoneſt, 
fy ws: good doth it thee that no man eije 
oY roweth it, when thou knoweft it thy ſelf 0. 
"yl nierable man if thou diſpiſe this witneſs ! ] 
oF b2mething.is ſuſpeted- to be amiſs with 
FJ thoſe that ace always in their Chambers, 
and are never ſcen.: -Tell-not men that 
you cannot bear the light : It is he that 

© docth evil that hateth the light, left his 
deeds ſhould be reproved. | : 

0. Solitude is too hike to Death,to be de= 

Y frable: He liveth that dothyg cod > and he is 
dead that is »ſeleſs, [/ 1v1t 15 qui multis wſus 
ſt: Pivit 1s qu ſentitur: qus vero lati- 
tant  torpeut, mortem ſuam antecefſerints 
3:9 uit Sen.) [He liveth that is proficable to 
is F2 - muy 
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weary: He liveth that is obſerved or pe. fi 


ceived : but they that lye bid and drowſee d 
anticipate their death.) And it is the moſt 
culpable death, and therefore the work, 
20-have Life, and not tow/e zr. 

10. A life of holy Communion is likeſ} unto 
Heaven, where none hall be ſolitary, 
but all as members of the Heavenly Feru- 
falem, . ſhall in harmony Love and Praiſe 
their Maker. | 

TheſeReaſons ſeem to me ſufficient to 
Fatific you that no man ſhould chooſe a Sol- 
ende without a ſpecial neceſſity or call : not 
yet ſhould:it be taken for alife of greater 
perfettion, then a faithful ſerving of God 
511 publick,, and doing good to more. | 


CCC 


TJ Shall now come to. the Affirmative, 
K and tell you for all this, that [/f Ged 
call ns into Solitude, or men for ſake us, we 
may rejoice in this, that we are not alone; 
but the Father is with us.] Fear not ſuch 
Solitude, but he ready to improve it, if 
.  yoube caſt upqa it. If God be your God, 
reconciled to you in Chriſt, and his: Sp 
rit be in you, you are provided for Soli- 
tude, and necd-not fear if all the .World 
ſhould caſt you off. If you be baniſhed, 
impriſoned 


with God in ſolitude. 03 
inpriſoned, orleft alone, it is but a Re- 
axation from your greateſt labours z 
which though you may not caſt off your 
lelves, you may Jawfolly be ſenſible of 
your caſe, if God take off your Burden. 
[t is but a cefſation from your ſharpeſt 
conflicts, and removal from a multitude of 
great Temptations. And though you may 
not cowardly retreat or ſhift your ſelves 
from the Fight and danger, yet if God 
will diſpenle with you, and let:you live 
in greater peace and ſafety, you have ns 
cauſe to murmur at his dealing. AFruit 
Tree that groweth by the high-way ide, 
doth ſeldom; keep its froit to ripeneſs, 
while ſo-many Paſſengers have each his 
ſtone or Cudgel to caſt at it: - Semneee 

coukd fay. [ Nanguaw 4 tarbe mores ques. 
extuli rifero :  Aliquid ex 00 quod compoſus 
twrbatar ; aliquid ex his qui fugev redit * 
Inimica eft multorum converſatio] I never 
bring home well from a Crowd the manners. 
which I took out with me: Something 54 
diſordered of that which I had ſet in order - 
Something of that which I had baniſhed doth 
return: The converſation of, many 1 find an 
enemy to 'me.] O how many vain and foo - 
liſh "words corrupt the minds of thoſe * 


that converſe with an ungodly World, 
| F 4 when 


OO 
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104 Of Converſing 
when your Ears and Minds who. live in W:for 
Solitude, are free from ſuch Temptations! Welioi 
You live not in ſo corrupt an Air as they :herſo 
You hear not the filthy ribbald Speeches, ih; 
which fight againſt modeſty and chaſtity, 
and are the bellows of Luſt: You heat 
not the diſcontented cc mpliining words 
of the impatient ; nor the paſſionate pro- 
voking words of the offended; nor the 
wrangling quarrelſom words of the con- 
tentious;; nor the ccnſorious, or flande- 
rous, or reproachful words of the mali- 
cious, who think it their intereſt to have Eled 
their Brethren taken to be bad, and to Elyict 
have others hate them, becauſe they them Jriap 


| ſelves hate them; an4 who are as zealous Etior 


to.quench the Charity of others, when Fri 
it is deſtroyrd in themiclves, as holy ox 
perſons are zealous to provoke others to [zh 
Love, which dwe cih and rvſeth in. them- Y(;y 
ſelves. In your Solitude with God, you Fin 
(hail not hear the lyes and malicious re- tyr 


- vilings of the ungolly agaii:ſt the genera» By] 


tion of the juſt: Nor the ſubtile cheating Jhy 
words of Rereticks, who being themſelves fy; 
deceived, would deceive Gthers of their: ty 
Faith, and corrupt their lives, You-ſhall 
not there be diſtracted with the noiſe and or 
clamours of contending uncharitable pro-! Yn 

- feſſors 
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In fors of Religion, endeayouring to make” 
bs; Wolious firſt the Opinions, and then the 
Werſons of one another ; one ſaying, here 
the Church, an another, there is the” 
Church : One ſaying, This is the true 
Church Government, and another ſayi 
Nay, but that is it ; One ſaying, God will 
te worſhipped thus, and atiother, not ſo,. 
e Fbut thus or thus : You ſhall not there be 
- Bgawn to file with one againſt another, 
& or '0 joyn with any faCtion, or be guil- 
- Btr of-diviſion;: You ſhall not be troub- 
e 
0 
} 
| 
| 


kd with theOaths and Blaſphemies of the 
wicked, nor with the imprudefit miſcar- 
riges of the Weak; with the Perſecu- 
tions of Enemies, or the falling out of 
Friends. You ſhall not ſee the cruelty 
> proud Oppreſſors, that ſet up lyes by 
 Ermed violence, - and care not what they 
Fly or do, nor how miich-other-men? are. 
injured or ſuffer, ſo that themlelves may 
tyrannize, and their wills and words may 
rule the World, when they do fo'uns 
happily rule themſelves, In your folitude 
with God, you ſhall not ſee the proſperi- 
ly of the wicked to move” you to. envy, 
nor the adverlity of the juſt to: be : your 
grief: You ſhall ſee no Worldly* pomp 
and ſplendor to betfool Ir 3 nor adarn-. 
| s ed 
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ed beauty to entice you, nor waſting ca 
lamities to afli& you: You ſhall not hear 
the laughter of Fools, nor the ſick ma 
groans, nor the wronged mans Com 
Plaints, nor the poor mans murmurings 
nor the proud mans boaſtings; nor the 
angry mans abuſive ragings. As you loſe 
the help of your gracious friends, ſo you 
are freed from the fruits of their peeviſh-lj 
neſs and paſſions; of their differing opin- th; 
jon and ways and tempers ; of their inf © 
equality, unfuitableneſs, and con trarie- da 
ty of minds or intereſts; of their levityſ *? 
and unconftancy, and the powerſul temp} * 
tations of their friendſhip, to draw youſſ ® 
20 the errors or other ſins which they are} *© 
tainted with - themſelves. In a word, 
you are there half delivered from the 
VANITY: and 'VEXATIONo 
the world z and were. it not that you are 
yet undclivered - from - your | ſelves, and 
that you take diſtempcred corrupted 
hearts with you, O what a felicity would 
your ſolitude be ! But, alas, we cannot 
overrun our own diſcaſles, we. muſt carry 
with us the remnants of our corrupted nz 
ture ; our deadneſs, and dulneis, our 
felihneſsandearthly minds, our impati 
ence- and-diſcontents; and worſt of all 
" E 4 | ho 
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ez © our lamentable weakneſs of faith and 
ear lf love and heavenly mindedneſs, and our; 
frangeneils ro. God, and backwardneſs. 
to the matters of eternal life. O that L 
12s, uld eſcape theſe, though | were in the; 
the hands of the cruelleſt enemies! O- that; 
ſuch a heart could be left behind !, How: 
gladly would L overrun both hovſe,. and. 
knd, and honour, and all ſenſual delights, 
in} tar 1 might but overrun it! O where 
n.ſ s the place where there is none of this 
ed darkneſs, nor diſaffeRtion, nor. diſtance, 
tor eſtrangedneſs from God.!' O that Þ 
kiew it! Ochat I could find it! O that] 
night there dwell! though I ſhould ne- 
vec more {ſee the face of mortals; nor e- 
rer hear a human Voice, nor ever taſte 
eff of the delights offleſh,! Alas, fovliſh Soul ; 
| foch a' place there is, that hath all this, 
ef ind more than.this: "But it isndt ia 8 
i} Wilderneſs, but in Paradiſe,.not here on 
j Earth, but above with Chriſt ! 'And-yet 
| am L1o lozth' to:fi6? yet am I no mere 
defirons of. the bl: fed day, when ſhall 
be unclozthed of fleſti\aad fin?''O death, 
what an Enemy;art thou/cven to myrSaul7 
By affrighting me fron the preſence of my 
L ory and hjadring\my deſires and wile |, 
lingneſs 80 be. gone, hob np 

mM 
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much more, than by laying my fleſh to 
rot in darkneſs. Fain I would know God, 
and fain I would more love him and enjoy 
him :; But O this hurtful love of life! 'Q 
this unreatonable fear of dying, detaineth 
my deſires from preſſing on to the happy 
place where all this may be had! 0 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deli. 


yer me from this body of death ! this car- 


nal unbelieving heart, that ſometime ran 
think more delightfully of a Wilderneſs 
then of Heaven; that can go ſcek after 
God indeſert ſolitude, among the Birds 
and Beaſts and Trees, and yet is fo back- 
ward to be loofed from fleſh that I may 
find him and enjoy him in the World of 


glory : Can I expe& that Heaven come - 


down to Earth! and that the Lord of 
glory ſhould remove his Court; and &: 


- ther leave the retinue of his Celeſtial 


Courtiers, or bring them all down into 
this droſſy World of fleſh and fin, and 
this to ſatisfic my fleſhly fooliſh" mind! 
Or can I expeR the tranſlation of Henach 
or the Chariot of Elsas ? ls it not enough 
that my Lord hath conquered Death, 
and {anCtifyed the paſſage, 'and prepd+ 
red the place' of my perpetual abode. 


Well! for allthis, though a Wildern:ſi 
5. 
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is not Heaven, itiſhali be' ſweet and 
welcom for the ſake of Heaven, 11 hence 
| may but have a clearcr proſpect of it: 
and if by retiring from the crowd ard 
note of Folly, 1 maybut be more com- 
poſed and: better ditpotedito converte a- 
bove, and to-uſe my Faith (alas, my-too 
weak languid Faith): until the beatifical 
Vition and Fruition: come. I there may 
de but more of God, or reacier acceſs 
to him, or ore heart quickning flemes 
of Love, or more heart-comforting  in- 
timatigns of his” Favour, in a wilderneſs 
than in a City, ina Prifon than in a Pa- 
lace ; let that Wilderneſs 'be my City, 
and let that Priton be my Palace, while 
| muſt abide on Earth. | "If in folituce 
| may have Henechs walk with God, 1 
thall in due ſcaſon have ſuch a tranſlati- 
on as ſhall bring -me-to the ſame telicity 
which heenjoyerth: And in themean time 
as well as after,-it is no. incommodity, if 
by mortal eyes | be leenno more: If the 
Chariot of contemplation will in ſolitude 
raiſe me--to-more believing affectionate 
converſe with Heaven, than I could ex+- 
pect in Tumults and Tempcations, : it 
ſhall reconcile me unto ſolitude, and make 
it my Paradiſe on Earth, till Angels 

| | . inſtead 
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inſtead of the Chariot > Elias, ſhall 
convey me tothe preſence of my glorj- 
fied Head, in the Celeſtial Parade. 

Object. But it 5s grievons to one that 
bath been uſed ta much company, th be alone, 

| Anſw. Company may ſo ule you, that 
it may be more grievous to you rot to 
be alone. The Society of Waſps and 
Serpents may beſ{pared ; and Bees them- 
{elves have ſuch Stings as make ſome that 
have felt them think they bought the 
hony dear. 

But can-you ſay, you are alow, while 
you are with God ? Is this-prelence nor 
thing to you? Doth itnor ſignific more 
than the company of all Men in the 
world ? Satth Hierom,  Sapiows nunquen 
folns tfſe poteſt > habet enim oats 071nes 
gui ſunt, qui farrunt bani —» & fi bons- 
mm ſit ineptag| loquituy cum Deg] viz. 
A wiſe Man cannot be alone : for be hath 
Wit him the good menthat are or have _ 
#4 Andcf. there be a want of men, ht 
feats with God.) He thould rather have 
$tiid, Tire can be 10 want of man, when 
we? may peak with God: And were it 
not. that Cod is here revealed vo us 88 
ma gla(s, and that we do converſe with 

tn M:n, we ſhould think human 
converſe little worth, Qbject 
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Objet, O but Solitude 15 diſconſclate- 
tt a ſociable Mind. | | 

Anſy. But the moſt deſirable Soctety 
1510 Solttude:; Saith Fiierom, [ Infirzta 
erems va{lugs teterret ? ſed tu P aradiſum 
mente deambula ; Quotteſcunque copttatione: 
a men'e illac conſcenderi', toties 1n' eremo 
mn e-15) that-igf Voth the snfins1e vaſineſs 
of the wilderneſs terrifie thee? But do thou 
(aſcend) in mind and walk, tw Paradiſe: 
As oft as thou aendeſt thither in thought 
and mind, ſo oft tion ſhalt not be #n the 
wilderneſs.) If God be nothing to thee, 
thou art not a Chriſtian but an Athesff. 
If God be God to thee, he is All in all to 
thee; and then ſhould not his preſence 
de inſtead of all? O that I might get 
one ſtep nearer unto God, though Þ-re- 
celcd many from all the world! Othat 
I- could find. that place on Earth 
where a- Soul -may have neareſt acceſs 
uato him, and fulleſt knowledge and en- 
joyment of him, though I never more 
ſaw the face of Friends! '] ſhouldchear- 
fully iay with my bleſſed Saviour [7 aw 
not alone, for the Father is with we.) And 
I ſhould ſay fo for theſe Reaſons follow- 
ing 


bl 
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Ruler, and Diſpoſer of all is with m4 + © 


that all things are virwally with me in' 


him. I have that in Gold and Jewels 
which I ſe-m to want in Silver, Lead, 
and Drots, I can want no Friend it God 
youchſafe 1o'be my Friend; and 1 can 
enjoy no benefit by all 'my Friends, if 
God be my Enemy. Inecd not fear the 
greateſt 'Enemies, if God be reconciled 
to me. [I ſhall not miſs the light of the 
Candle, if I have this bleſſed Sun. The 
Creature 1s nothing but what it is from 
God, and in God: And it is worth no- 
thing, or good for nothing, but what it's 
worth in order unto God, as it declarcth 
him, and helps the Soul to know him, 
ſerve him, or draw nearer to him: As it 
is Idolatry in the unhappy worl4ling, to 
thirſt after the Creature with the negle& 
of Gol, and 15 to make the world Mis 
God ; ſo doth it favour of the ſame 
hainois fin to. lament our loſs of Crea- 
tufes more than the dilpleaſure of God. 


If God he my Enemy, or | am fallen un- 


der his intignartton, '] have then ſo much 
Sreater matters to lament than the loſs, 
or abſence, or frowns of Man, as ſhould 
almo*t make me forget that there is ſuch 
a thing as man to be regarded : Bur if 
God be my Father, and my Friend in 

| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, | have then 1o n:uch to think of 
with Cel:ght, and to recreate and coN- 
tear niy Soul, +$ will procl-im it moſt 
Incongruous and ablurd to Janiont inOC- 
din«tcly the ablence of a worm, while 
| have his Love and Preſence who is All 
n All. If God cannot coritent me, and 
be not enough for me, how is he then 
ny God? or how ſhall he be my Hea- 
en and everlaſting H-ppinefs ? 

2. If God be with me, he is with 
ne to whom | am «b!olute'y devoted. 
| am wholly his, and have acknow'edg- 
ed his intereſt in me, and long ago dit- 


diimed all Uturpers, and repefited. of 


Alien: tions, and unrcſervedly 1cligned 
wy ſelf to him : And where (houl. I dwell 
but with him that is 4ny owners and with 
whom I have made the ſol:mneR- Cove- 


nant that ever I made? - I never gave _ 
f fy {If to any other, but in ſubordina- 


tion tohim,and with a ſalvo for his higheſt 
nvio'ale right. Where ſhould my gooc's 
be but jn- my own houſe ? With whom 
ſhoulc! a ſervant dweil but with his Maſter? 
ind « Wife, but with her Husband ? and 
Children but with their Father? I am 
nearlier related to my God and to my Sa- 


viour,than | am to any of my _—_ | 
this 


F 
« i DX a2 ane} Heb : 
AEDs - oo. wma on Danes Ie oder ORR RAS HET on VO-< "A 
__ pc 
YRS ORE. = wg 7-0 
£ 4 re. «£9; $6 IS 


| 
EY 
| 


DN EO LD at ado klein, Ty 4.) 
= 


114 Of Converſfing 

this world. I owe more to him than 
to all the World: I have renounced all the 
World, as they ſtand in any competition 
or compariſon with himz and can | want 


their company then while I am” with 


him ? How hill I hate Father and Mo. 
ther, and Wife and Children, and Bro. 
ther and Siſter for his ſ:ke, if I cannot 
ſpare them, or be without them to en- 
joy him? To hate them is but to uſe 
them as Men do hated things, that is, to 
caſt them away with contempt as they 
would: alienate me from Chriſt, and to 


cleave to him, and be fatisfied in him a» 


fone. I amnow married to Chriſt, and 
therefore muſt chearfully leave Father and 
Mother, and my native place, and all 'to 
cleave to him: And with whon ſbould 
F now delight to dwell,but with himwho 
hath r:k2n me into ſonear relation, to be, 
as it were, one Fleſh with him! O my 
dear Lord, hide not thou thy face from 


an unkind an unworthy finner ! Letme. 


but ewell with thee and fee thy fact, 
an feel the gracious embracemienrs of thy 
Love, and then let me becaſt off by ll 


' the world, if thou ſee if mecteitfar me; 


or let all other friends he where they 


will, ſo that my Soul may be with thee: 
I have 


with God in ſolitude. 115 
lhave agreed for thy ſake to forſake ally 
even the deareſt that ſhall ſtand againſt 
thee; and I refolve by thy grace to ſtand | 
to this Agreement, 

3. If God be with me, I amnot alone, 
for he 1s with me that loveth me beſt.) The 
Love of all the Friends on Earth is no- 
thing to his Love. © how plainly hath 
he declared that he loveth me, in the 
ſirange condeſcention, the. Sufferings, 
Death, and Interceſſion of his Son ? What 
Love hath he declared in the communi 
cations of his Spirit, and the operations 
of his Grace, and the near Relations into 
which he brought me? What Love hath 
he declared in the courſe of his Providen- 


.ces? In many. and wonderful preſervati- 


ons and deliverances ? In the conduct of 
his Wiſdom, and in a Life of Mercies ? 
What Love appezreth. in his precious 
Proniiſes, and. the glorious Proviſions he 
hath made for me with himſelf ro all eter- 
nity? O my Lord, I am aſhamed that 
thy Love is {ſo much loſt ; that it hath no 
better return from an unkind unthankful 
heart; that I am not more delight-d in 
thee, and ſ{ivallowed up in the contemp- 
ation of thy Love; I can contentedly 


let go the Society and converſe of all 
others, 


x6 -- Of Converſing 
others, for the converſe of ſome one 
botom Fricnd, that is dearer to me than 
they all, as Fonathan to David: And 
can I not much more be fati-fied i7 rhee 
alone, and let go all if | m:y continue 
with thee? My very Dog will gladly 
forſake all the Town, and all Perſons in 
the world, to follow me alone! And 


have I not yet found ſo much Love and 
Goo neſs in thee my dear an\4 blefſed 


God, as to be willing 0 converle alone 
with thee ? . All men deligi\t moſt in the 
company of thoſe that love them beſt: 
They chooſe not to converſe wich the 
Multitude when they look for ſolace and 
Content, but with their deareſt Friends: 


And (ſh1uld any be fo dear to me as God? 


O were not thy Love unworthily neg- 
lete' by an un:ihankful heart, I ſhould 
nevcr ve ſo unſatisfied in thee, but ſhauld 
take up, or ſeek my comforts in thee: 1 
ſhould then fay, Whom have 1 in Hea- 
ven but thee, and there is none on Earth 
that [ defire beſides thee! Though not 
only my Friends, but my Fleih and Heart 
then'iſelves ſhould fail me, it is thou that 
will ſti!] be the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my portion forever: it is good 
thercfore for me to draw near to 4. 

. now 
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with God in ſolitude. I17 
how far ſoever I am from Man: O let 
me ticr- dwell where thou wilt not be 
france, for thy loving kindneſs is bctter 
than l;fe. Inſtead of the multirude of 
my tu; mailing thoughts, let me be rakeh. 
up in the bilieving views .of thy recon- 
ciled Fac*, and in the pl:d Attendance 
vpon thy Grace ;, or at I<:}t in rhe mul- 


'tituce of n-y thoughts within me, let 


thy celeſtial coniforts cclight my foul. 


Let me dwell as in thy Fauilysz ard 


when 1 awzke, let me te ſtil} wi.-h thee! 
Let me go no whither but wherc ] am 
ſtil! tol'owing thee: Let me :'o nothing 
but thy work, nor feri'c any other but 
when I nay truly cail it afcrving thee: 
Let me hear nething ! ut thy voice, and 
Ict re know thy voice by ' wharever in- 
ftrument thou ſhalt ipeak: Let me never 
ſeea'y thing | ut thy fel? and the glaſs 
that repretemeth rhee, and the Books im 
in which I may read thy Nawe: And 


'Ict me never play with the out: de, and 


£4ze on Words and I ct:ers as jnhgnih- 
cant, and not otfcrve thy Name which 
1s tne fenſs, Whether it be in con'pany 
or in ſolitude, let we be continually with 
thee, and do thou youchl:ic to hol! me 
by my right hand ; And guide me _ 
any 
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others, for the converſe of ſome one 
boſom Fricnd, that is dearer to me than 
they all, as Fonathaun to Pavid: And 
can I not much more be fati-fhed in thee 
alone, and let go all if | m:y continue 
with thee? My very Dog will gladly 
forſake all the Town, and all Perſons in 
the_ world, to follow me alone! And 
have I not yet found ſo much Love and 
Goo 'nels in thee my dear an\ bleſſed 
God, as to be willing to converſe alone 
with thee? , All men delig'1t moſt in the 
company of thoſe that love them beſt: 
They chooſe not to converſe with the 
Altitude when they look for ſolace and 
content, but with their deareſt Friends: 


And ſhould any be fo dear to me as God? 


O were not thy Love unworthily neg- 
lete' by an unibankful heart, 1 ſhould 
never te fo unſatisfied in thee, but ſhould 
take up, or ſeek my comforts in thee: I 
ſhould then fay, Whom have 1 in Hea- 
ven but thee, and there is none on. Earth 
that [ d:fire beſides thee! Though not 
only mv Friends, but my Fleſh and Heart 
theniſelves ſhould fail me, it is thou that 
will ſtil] be the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my portion. forever: it is good 
therefore for-me to draw near to __ 
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with God #n ſolitude. T17 
how far ſoever I am from Man: O let 
me tlicr* dwell where thou wilt not be 
france, for thy loving kindneſs is better 
than |.fe. Inſtezd of the multirude of 
my 1u:moiling thoughts, let me be takeh 
up in the bilteving views .of thy recon- 
ciled Fac?, and in the pled Attendance 
vpon thy Grace ;, or at lec:}t in the miul- 
tituce of my thoughts within me, let 
thy celeitial coniforts cclight my foul. 
Let me dwell as-jin thy Fauilys ard 
when I aweke, let me te ſtill wi-h thee! 
Let me go no whither but where I am 
ſti!! foi'owing thee: Let me 'o nothing 
but thy work, nor teric any cther but 
when I nay truly call it a crving thee: 
Let me hear nething ! ut thy voice, and 
Ict we know thy voice by ' wharever in- 
ftrument thou ſhalt ipeak: Let me never 
ſee ay thing Lut thy tel? and the glaſs 
that 1eprelenmeth thee. and ihc Book: m 
in which I may read thy Nawe: And 


let me never play with the out: Fde, and 


£aze on Words and I ctiers as jnhgnifi- 
cant, and not obfcrve thy Name which 
is te lenſ-®, Whether it be in con' pany 
or in; ſolitude, let we be continually wath 
thee, and do thou YO! hi:ic to 'kol-! me 
by my tight hand ; And guide me _ 
iny 


x18 Of Converſiag 
thy counſel, and afterwards: receive me 
unto thy Glory, Pſal. 73.23 24,25326, 
23. P al. 63. 3. ; 

. 4. Ii God be with me 1 am not alone; 
fpri4 jhai be with him whoſe Love is of 
greater iſe and benefit to-me,' than the love 
of all my Friends in the world. Their Love 


may ,perhaps be ſome little comfort, 


as it floweth from His: But it is 
His Love by which and upon which 


1 Live. It is His Love that gives me 


Life and, Time, and Health and Food, 
and Preſervation ;, that gives me Books, 


gives me books and giveth me underſtand-. 


1ng : that giveth me proviſion, and tveth 
me from turning it to pernicious flethli. 
neſs andexceſs; that giveth me even my 
friends themſelves, and faveth me from 
that abuſe which might make them to me 
worle than <nemies. The Sun, the Earth, 
theAir is not ſo uſeſul or needful to me as 
his Love. The Love of all my friends 
cannor make me well when I am fick: It 
cannot forgive the ſmalleſt of my fins; nor 
yet aſſure me of Gods forgiveneſs : It 
cannot heal the maladies of my ſoul, nor 
give a ſolid laſting peace tothe conſcience 
which is troubled: Ifall my friends ſtand' 


about me when I am dying, they a_ 
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with God. in ſolitude. 119 
take away the fcars of cathy nor ſecure 
y paſſage to everlafting life; Death 
wil be Death ftili, and danger will be Can» 
ger, when all my fricnds have done their 
beſt. Bur my Alaghty friend is Allſuf- 
kaent: He can preveat my fickneſs, or 
rebuke and cure it,or make it ſo good.2q 


Eo, that I ſhall thank him for it : He can 


blot our my tranſgreſſ.ors, and forgive 
a my fin; and juſtiheme when the world 
ad my conſcience do condemn me: He 
an teach me to believe, to repent, to 
pay, to hope, to ſuffer, and to over» 
come ; He cap quiet my tou! in the midſt 
o trouble, and give mea well grounded 
everlaſting peace, and a joy which no man 
an take from me. He can dcliver me 
from all the corruptions and diſtempers 
of my froward heart; and caſc me and 
ſecure me in the troubleſom war which 
is Caily managed in my breaſt. He can 
make it as caſie a thing to-dye, as to lyc 
down and take my reſt when Lam weary, 
or to undrels me at night and goto ded, 
He can teach Death to lay by 4ts terrible 
aſpect, and to ſpeak with a mild and com- 
fortable voice, to bring me the joyſultelt 
tydings that eyer came unto my Cars; 

to preach to me'the laſt and lweetelſt __ 


| 122 Of Converſing 
us.up to the bleſſed celightiul ſociety 
and converſe which in the heavenly Fers- 
falem we ſhall have with Chrilt. not 
Bur O how much better havell found ®?? 
the frien:ſhip of the All-ſufficient God! P» 
| His Love hath not only pitited me, but 
| relieved me: He hath not only been as 
it were afflifted with me in my afflitions, | 
but he hath delivered me ſcatonably, and by 
powerfully, and ſweetly hath he delivered 
me: And when he had once told me that 
my afflitions were his own, 1 had no rea- 
ſon to doubt of a Celiverance. My bur» FE: 
dened mind hath been eaſed by his Love, I 
which was but more burdened by the 
fruitlels Love of all my friends. Oft of 
have I come to man for help, and eaſe, ||? 
and comfort, and gone away as from an 
empty Ciftern, that had no water to 
cool my thirſt; but God hath been a 
preſent help : Could I but ger wear bim, 
I was ture of Light, how great ſoever 
was my former darkneſs: Could I but 
get near bim, | wasfure of warming quick- 
ning Life, how dead ſoever I bad bec: 
before: But all my miſery was, that [ 
could not. get = kim! My darkened e- 
Rranged guilty ſoul, :could not get quiet- 
, watlying cqunintnce; M0 lm: 
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with God in ſolitude. 123 


piſh keart lay dead on earch, and would 
ot ſtir, or quickly fall down again, if by 
any Celeftial force it began to be drawh 
vp, and move alittle towards him: 

carnal mind was entangled :n diverting 
ities: And thus I have been kept from 


communion with my God. Kept! not 


by force or humane tyranny ; nv»t by bars 
or bolts, or diſtance of a place, or by 
the lowneſs of my condition, nor by 
any miſreprefentations ' or reproach of 
man; bar, alas, by my ſclf, by the dark- 
neſs and deadnefs, and ſluggihnels, and 
earthlineſs, and fleſhlinetfs, and palſr ms 
of a naughty heart. Thele have been 
my bars, and bolts, anc jaylors ; Theſe 
are they that have k:pt me from my God 
Had it not been for theſe | might have got 
rearcr tO him ; I might have walkt with 
him, and dwelt with him ; yea dwelr 518 
bim, and he in me : and then I ſhould not 


have miſt any friends, nor felt mine ene- 


mies: And is. it my finful diſtance from 
God that hath been my loſs, my wil- 
ernefs, my woe! And is it a nearcrad- 
mirtance to the mon of ow te _ 
muſt be cay recovery and my joy,. lev 
tain to:yoy! "O-then my ſoul, iy hold 
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Ericyed, troubled friends; that hove wr lf 
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mon, even the {a ne rh:t or $aviour preas 


ched on the Crots Lute 21, 43. Verdly 
T ſay unto thee, To 4 ay ſhalt thou be with 
Chriſt in Pa- adiſ:.} 

'And is th:'s the iifference be the 
Love f tm 21d of Goa? And yer do 1 
.Emetit the /s/: 0/1 TY. And vet am I ſo 
bickwars ro rovoverte with Golly, and to 
be fatigh*d th his Love alone! Ah 
Gd, how juſt! niayet thou withhold 
that Love witich } thus under values and 
refirfe that cohverte which T have Atft re- 
fuſe? and turn me over ta man, taſiſly 
man, to fint?! en, whote coaverteIts 
much defire, 1 ! have Iearnt by Cear'ex- 
per'ence the viffcrence berwees man-nd 
Gol, ani between ai Zarivy and (a 
H-averly friend! Alas, hevel not t'Y 
ed it ofr «n "18h, to have kijbdwn it hets 
ter h»fore ris Cay!” Bave't ret-ofbe: 

nough' found 'wh-t man is 41a time of 
tryal; Have I not bee fol: it ny 
over, and-ro?2 ir to thei quick, by deceit 
ful friends, by elf. ſeeking triends, by 
mu able, 'errontous,' decewed,: fcands 
lors, backlding ttiE5ds, by proud ard 
ſelfconceited friends! by” patlionats 
quarreliom, vexatinus/ friends, by tetf- 
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with God in ſolitude. 121 
brought me-'all their calamities and griefs 
to be additions to my own; by temoting 
"th {© friends, that have drawn me to fin more 
effectu..lly than enemies z; by tender, 
the F faithful, but unable friends, that have 
> I F but fetcht fire from my calamities and 
lo | forrows to kindle their own, not equally 
to | ſharing, but each one taking all my trou- 
ny Þ ble entirely to himſelf : that have been 
1d I piling, but 5nſufficient to relieve me; and 
nd F theretorc the greater was their Love, the 
e- | greater was their own, and.conſequent- 
iy Þ ly mime affliction, that would have been -;; 
io F with me, but could not; thar would fain 
$- F have caſed my pain, and firengthened F 
id 8 my languiſhing body, but could 'notz -/; 
in | that would fain have removed all my 
{- | troubles, and comforted my caſt down 
I mind, byt could not. O how often have 
e- | 1 found that humane friendſhip 'is a ſweet 
f | deſired addition to our woe; a beloved 
d | calamity,. and an aflition which nature 
- | will! not be without, not becaule it Loverh 
evil, nor becauſe it is wholly decerved in 
its charce. ( for there is Good in friendſhip, 
and delight in holy Love) but becauſe 
the Ge:d which is here accompanied with 
{o much evil, is the beginn'ng of a more 
{ high and ducable frend(hipy and pointeth | 
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120 "Of Converſing + 
mon, even the {a nc rh+t 044r +aviour preas 
ched on the Crots [Late 21. 43. Very 
I ſay unto thee, To diy ſhalt chow be with Eh 
Chriſt; in Pa adiſ:) el 
And is this the: iiflerence between the f 

TL. Love of mm 21d of Go 04? And yerdoT fb 
Enmietit the. 12 of man! And vet amI fo BD { 
bickwars to converte with God, andto Þf & 
be (at! gh mn his Love aivns !. Ah my hl 
Gd, how juſt'y niayet thou withhold I w 
that Love witch } rhus unde: value; and Þf th 
refiife that cohverie: which I have fiſt re- 4 
fuſe? and twrn me over ta man; tafilly If ly 
man, to inf! min, whole coavertelto ff w 
much defire, ti | have jernt by Ceariet> Þf þ; 
perience: the vift-reace bet weed man-ond | m 
Go, ani between at firimy and ian ff tf 
H-averly friend! Azas, kvel nott'y | tr 
ed it oft *n nongh, to have kijbwn it het» | m 
ter b*fore rhis Cay! Bare't retcolte f I 
nough' | ound whit mun is ih a timer f < 

tryal ! Have I nt bees fol! irovirand Ct 
over, and:rot4r to thei quick, by deceit- | w 
ful friends, by felf-feeking iriends, by N e 
mu* able,” errontous,”: deeeived,  {canda- | It 
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lo'1s, backflding ttiEndsy by proud and } at 
felfconceited f:iends;! by: paſſionate | 2 
quarrcliom, vexatinus) friends, by: fetb { 
Erieved, troubled ſrieads; That have hf | 
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| with God in ſolitude. 121 
ea» Þ brought me-all their calamities and priefs 
oy } to be additions to my own; by temyting 
wh Þ friends, that have drawn me to fin more 
effectu..lly than enemies ; by tender, 
he Faithful, but unable friends, that have 
> | F but fercht fire from my calamities and 
lo I forrows to kindle their own, not equally 
to F ſharing, but each one taking all my trou-' 
Wy þ ble entirely to himſelf : that have been 
id J pilzng, but 3nſ«fficient to relieve me; and 
id J thercetore the greater was their Love, the 
e- I greater was their own, and.conſequent. 
ly & ly ne aflition , that would have been 
oF with me, but could not; thar would fain 
t | have caſed my pain, and flrengthened 
d | my languiſhing body, but could not; 
# | that would fain have removed all my 
L | troubles, and comforted my caft down 
- | mind, but could not. O how often have 
- | 1 found that humane friendſhip is a ſweet 
|} deſired addition to our woe; a beloved 
| | calamity,. and an afflition which nature 
- | wil! not be without, not becaule it Loverh 
| | evil, nor becauſe it is wholly deceived in 
its ch11ce. (for there is Good in frievdſhip, 
and delight in holy Love) but becauſe 
the Gerd which is here accompanied with 
ſo much evil, is the beginn'ng of a more 
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122 Of Converſing 
us.up to the bleſſed celightiul ſociety 
and converſe which in the heavenly Fers. 
falem we ſhall have with Chriſt. 

Bur O how much better havel faund 
the friendhip of the All-ſufficient God! 
His Love hath not only pitited me, but 
relieved me; He hath not only been as 
it were afflifted with me in my afflitions, 
but he hath<delivered me {eafonably, and 
powerfully, and ſweetly hath he delivered 
me: And when he had once told me that 
my afflitions were his own, 1 had no rea- 
ſon to doubt of a Celiverance. My bure 


. Cened mind hath been caled by his Love, 


which was but more burdened by the 
fruitlels Love of all my friends. Ofc 
have I come to man for help, and eaſe, 
and comfort, and gone away as from an 
empty Ciftern, that had no water to 
cool my thirſt; but God. hath been a 
preſent help : Could I but ger near bim, 
1 was fure of Light, how great ſoever 
was my former darkneſs: Could I but 
get near bim, | was fure of warming quick- 
ning Life, how dead ſoever I bad bect 
before: But all my miſery was, that [ 
could not. get near him! - My darkencd e- 
Rranged guilty foul, could not get quiet 

{athfying acquaintance; My lum- 


piſh "" 
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piſh keart lay dead on earth, and would 
not ſtir, or quickly fall down again, if by 
d | "7 Celeſtial force it began to be drawh 
wp, and move alittle towards him: My 
carnal mind was entangled 1n diverti 
mities: And thus I have beenkept from 
communion with my God. Kept! not 
g (fy force or humane tyranny z nor by bars 
4 | or bolts, or diſtance of a place, or by 
the lowneſs of my condition; nor by 
any miſreprefentations ' of reproach of 
man; bar, alas, by my ſcIf, by the dark- 
, {nels and deadnefs, and uggiſhnebs, and 
& | carthlineſs, and fleſhlinefs, and paſſions 
+ | of a naughty heart. Theſe have been 
z 
' 
) 
| 
} 


my bars, and bolts, and jaylors 3 Theſe 
are they that have k:pt me from my God2z 
Had it not been for theſe I might have got 
warer to him ; I might have walkt with 
him, and dwelt with him ; yea dwelt 5 
bim, and he in me : and then I ſhould not 
have miſt any friends,. nor, felt mine ene- 
mies: And is.it my ſinful diftance from 
God that hath been my loſs, my wil- 
crneſs, my woe! And is it a nearcr.ad- 
mittance to the preſence of his Love thac 
muſt be cay xecovery 
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124. Of Converſing 
by him draw near to God: And ceaſe 
from man whoſe breath is in his noftrils: 
Love God in his Saints, and delightfully 
conyerlſe with Chriſt in them, while thoy 
| haſt opportunity. Burt Remember thou 
Liveſt not upon them, or on their Love, 
but upon God, and therefore deſire their 
Company but for His: And if thou have 
His, be content if thou have not theirs. 
 Hewants rot man that enjoyeth Ged, 
Gather vp all the Love, and Thoughts, 
and Deſires which have been ſcattered 
and loſt upon the Creatures, and ſet 
them all on God himſelf, and preſs 
into his preſence, and converſe with him, 
and thou ſhalt find the miſtake of thy 
'preſent diſcontents, and ſweet experience 
ſhall tel} thee thou haſt made a happy 
change. | 
5. If God be with me, I am not alone, 
becauſe he is with me with whom my great:- 
eft buſineſs lyeth: And what company 
ſhould I deſire, but theirs with whom | 
have my daily neceſſary work to do? | 
have more to do with God, than with 3ll 
the World : Yea more and greater buſi- 
neſs with him in one day, than with. all 
the World in all my life. I have buſinebs 


Vith man about houſe, or. lands, or _ 
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or raiment, or ſabour, or journying, or 
Recreations, about ſociety and publick 
S: Freace : But what zre theſe to my buſi- 
ly Bock with God ! Indced with holy men [ 
VF have holy Buſine(sz but that is but as 
UY they are Meſſengers from God, and come 
© to me on his bulineſs, and ſo they muſt 
T i be dearly welcome: But even then my 
oF buſineſs is much more with God then 
. I with them; with him that ſent them, then 
LF vith the Meſſenger. Indecd my buſineſs 
? F with God is ſo great, that If I had not a 
I I Mediator to: encourage and aſiſt me, to 
| I do my work and procure we acceptance, 
5 the thoughts of it would overwhelm my 
2 F Soul. —_— 
/ 8 © therefore my Soul, let manſland by: 
"F [tis the Eternal God that I have to. do 
'E vith: And with whom am I to tranſatin 
Tf this little time the buſineſs of my endleſs 
Blife. 1 haye to deal with Go. through, 
I Chriſt, for the pardon of my ſins, of all 

ty great and grievous ſing z and. wo to 
me if 1 ſpeed not, that ever I was born : 
| have ſome hopes of pardon, but inter= 

mixt with many perplexing fears : I have 

eviiences much blotted, and not eaſily 

underſtood ;1 want aſſurance that he is in- 

Geed my Father, and reconciled to. me, 
| G 3 < and 
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and will receive me to himſelf when the 


World forlaketh me : I have many ln. 
Suiſhing graces to be ſtrengthened; and 
alas, what racicated, obſtinate, vexatious 
corruptions to be cured ! Can I lookin; 
$0 my heart, into fuch an unbelieving, 
dead, and earthly heart, into ſuch a proud 
and peeviſh and diſordered heart, into 
fuch a trenbli-g, perplexed, ſelf accuſing 
heart, and yet not underſtand how great 
my buſineſs is with God ! Can.I peruſe 
my fins, or feel my wants, and ſink un- 
der my weakneſſes, and yet not Ciſcer 
how preat my buſineſs is with God! 
Can I l-ok back upon all the time that 
have loft, and all the grace that I 
ghan\fully reſiſted, and all the merdcies 
that | trod under foot, or fool'd away, 
and can I look before me and ſee how 
near my time is to an end, and yet not uf 
derſtand how gr: at my buſineſs is with 
G-d; Can think-of the malice and di- 
tigence of Satan, the numher, power and 
ſubri'ty «of nine Enemies, the many ſnares 
and dangers that are ſtill before me, the 
ftrength an+ number of temptations, and 
my ignorance, un vatchfuineſs and weak» 
nef: ro reſiſt, 'and yet not know that my 
greateſt buſineſs is with God + Can I feel 

- mY 
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my afMictions and lament them, and think 
my burden greater than I can bear, and 
hnu thar man cannot relieve me; can [ 
go mourning in the heavinels of my ſoul, 
and water my B:d with Tears, and fill the 
air with my groans and lamenrations, of 
teel my toul overwhelmed within me, fo 
that my words are intercepted, and | am 
readier to breik than ſpesk, and yet not 
perceive that my greateſt buſineſs is with 
God? Canl think of dying ? Can I draw 
near to judgment ? Can [ think of ever- 
afting joys in Hzaven? and of everlaſt- 
ng pains in Hell, and yet not feel that my 
greateſt buſineſs is with God? O then, 
ny foul, the cafe is eaſily reſolved, with 
whom it is that thou muſt moſt deſirouſly 
and ſeriouſly converſe. Where ſhould} 
thou be bur where thy buſineſs is, and 
ſo great buſineſs! Alas, what have I to 
do with man! what can it do but make 
my head ake, to hear a deal of ſenſeleſs 
chat, about preferments, lands and dig- 

nities, about the words and thoughts of 
Men, and a thouſand toys that are ut- 
terly impertinent to my great imploy- 
ments, and ſignifie nothing but that the 
dreaming world is not awake! What 


pleaſure is it to ſee the buſles of a Bedlam 
G 4 World ? 
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world? what a ſtir they make to prove or 
make themſelves unhappy ? How low 
and of how little weight, arc the learned 
diſcourſes about ſyllables and words, and 
names and notions, and mood and-hgure, 
yea, or about the higheſt Planets, when all 
are not referred unto God ? Were it not 
that ſome converſe with mcn, doth fur- 


ther my converle with God; and that 


God did tranſa&t much of his buſineſs by 
his meſſengers and ſervarts, it wereno 
matter whether ever l more ſaw the face 
of man : were it not that my Maſter hath 
placed me in ſociety, and appointed me 
and muchof my work fer others, and with 
others, and much of his mercy is convey» 
ed by others, man might ſtand by, and 
ſolitude were better then the beſt ſociety, 
and God alone ſt ould take me up. O 
nothing i: ſo much my miſery and (hame, 
as that I am no more willing, nor better 
$illc! in the management of my great 
important buſincſs! That my work 1s 
with God, and my heart is no more with 
nim! O what might I Coin holy medi. 
tation or Prayer one hour; ifl were as 
ready for pray:r, and as good at prayer 


as one that hath ſo long opportunity and | 


ſogreatneceſſity to converſe with God, 


ſhould 


at 


< 
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with God in ſolitude. 129 
ſhould be ! A prayerlefs heart, a heart 
that flyeth away from God, is moſt excu- 
able in ſuch a one asI, that hath fo 
nuch important buſineſs with him : It is 
work that muſt bedone ;. and if well done . 
will never be repented of: I uſe not to? 
return from the preſence of God (when 
deed I have drawn near; him) as I do 
from the company of empty men, repent- 
ng that I have loſt my time, and rrem-' 
ded that my mind is diſcompolſed or de- 
reſſed by the vanity and earthly ſavour 
of their diſcourſe: I oft repent: that I 
have prayed to him fo coldly, and conver- 
{ed with him ſo zegligently, and- ſerved 
dim 1o remiſly ;, but I 'never repent of the 
time, the cares, the affliftions, or the dils-: 
gence imployed-in his holy work:: Many 
atime | have: repented thatiever I ſpent 
ſomuch time with: man, and withe I had 
rever ſeen the faces of ſome that are emi. 
nentin the world, whoſe favour and con- 
verſe others are ambitious of :' But it is 
ny greif and;ſhame that fo {mall a part 
of all my life, hath been ſpent with Gody 
and that fervent prayer and heaven'y con- 
tethplations,; have been ſo ſeldom an-i ſo 
ſhore, © th:t 1 had lived more with G50, 
though 1 had bcen leſs with my deareſt of 
G 5 my 
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my friends! How much mare blameleſs, 
regular and pure! How much more fruit- 
ful, and anfwerable to my obligations and 
profeſſions! How much more comſort- 
able to my review ! How many falls, and 
* Hurts, and wounds, and preifs, and groans 
Might Thavecſcaped  O how much more 
pleaſing is it new tomy Remembrance, to 
think-of the hours in which I have lain at 
a feet of _y though it _ in tears 

than to think of the time 
which 1 have fpent in any common. con- 
verſe with thegreateſt, or the learnedeſt, 
or the deareſt of my acquaintance ! 

And. as my Greatef# buſineſs is with 
God, ſo my daily-buſineſs is alſo with 
him: He purpoſely leaveth me under 
wants, and fuffers neceſſities daily tore- 
gurn, and enemies to aſſault me, and 
afflition to ſurprize me, that _ be 
daily driven to him : He loverh to hear 
from me : He would have me be no ftran- 
ger with him : I have buſineſs with him 
every hour: I need not wang employ- 
ment for all the faculties of my Soul, 


I know what it is to converſe in Hea-- 


ven. , Even Prayer, and every holy 
thought of God, hath an Object ſo 
CaKe 
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take me up. ' Nothing muſt be thought 
or ipoken lightly about the Lord, His 
Name muſt not be taken in vain: No- 
thing that is common beſeemeth his 
Worſhipers, He will be ſanaified of all 
that ſhall draw near him: He muſt be 
loved with all the Heart and Might. 
His Sexvants need not be wearied for 
want of employment, nor through the 
lightneſs or unprofitableneſs of their em- 
ployment: If I had Cities to build, 
or Kingdoms to govern, I might better 
complain for want of Employment for 
the Faculties of my Souk; than I - cat 
when I am to converſe in Heaven. In 
other Studies the delight abateth, when 
[ have reached my defire, and know alf 
that I can know : . But in God theres 
infinitely more to be known, when I 

know the moſt. I am never ſar:ated with 
the eafineſs of knowing, nor are' my de- 

ires abared by any wnſefuine/sor nenwor= 

thineſs in the Obje& ; bat I am drawie 
to it by it's higheſt Exceltencies, and 

drawn - on to defrre' more and more by 

the infiniteneſy 'of the Light © which I 

have not yet beheld, and the-infinite- 

nefs of the Good which yet | have not 


enjoyed. ' I be idle, or feem (to 
pyed, IF. , ms 
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want employment, when 1 am to con- 
template all the Attributes, Relations, 
| Mercics, Works, and revealed perfeQi- 
ons of the Lord, it's ſure for want of 
Eyes to ſce, or a Heart enclined to my 
buſineſs: If God. be not enough to cm- 
ploy my Soul, then all the Perſons and 
Things on Earth are not enough. 

And when I have Infinite Goodneſs to 
delight in, where my Soul may freely let 
out it ſelf, and never need to fear excels of 
Love ; how ſweet ſhould this employment 
be ? As Knowledge, 1o love is never fiinted 
here, by the narrownels of the Objea : 
can never loye him in any proportion 
either to his Goodneſs and amiableneſs 
in himſelf, or to his Love to us. What 
need have I then of-any other company 
or buſineſs,when | have infinite Goodneſs 
todelight in, and to Love (further than 
they ſubſerve this greateſt Work?) 

ome home then, O my Soul, to God: 
Converſe in Heaven ; Turn away thine 
eyes from beholding Vanity : | Let not 
thy affeQions kindle upon ftraw cr bry-, 
als, that go out when they have madea 
flaſh or noiſe, and leave' thee to thy cold 
and darkneſs: But come and dwell upon 
celeſtial beauties, and make it thy doll 

an 


and moſt diligent Work, to kindle thy 
affeftions on the infinite everlaſting 
Good ; and then they will never be ex- 
tinguiſhed or decay for want of Fewel; 
but the further they go, and the longer 
they burn, the greater will be the Flame. 
Though thou find ig hard while Love is 
bot a Spark to make it burn, and com- 
plain that thy cold and backward heart 
is hardly warmed with the love of God, 
yet when the whole pile hath taken fire, 
and the flame alcendeth, fire will breed 
fire, Love will caule Loye ;-and all the 
malice of Hell it ſelf ſhall never be able 
to ſuppreſs or quench it unto all Eternity. 

6. And it is a great Encouragement 
to my conyerſe with God, that no mif- 
underſtanding, no malice of Enemies, no 
former ſin or preſent- frailty, no, nor 
the infinite diſtance of the moſt-holy glo- 
rious God, can hinder my accels to him, 
or turn away his Ear or Love, or inter- 
rupt my leave and liberty of converſe. 


If I converſe with. the poor, their wants: S 
atflit me, being greater than | can ſup-" 
ply : Their complaints and expeQations- 
Which 1 cannot fatisfie, are my trouble. 


If I would converſe with Great ones, it 


. is not eafie to get acceſs :; and leſs cafie 


to 
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134 Of Comerſing 
to have their Fayour, unleſs I would 
purchale- it at too dear a rate: How 
ftrangely and contemptuouſly do they 
look at their inferiours! Great Friends 
muſt be made for a word or Smile : And 
if you be not quickly gone, they are 
awcary of you: And it you ſeek any 
thing of them, or would put them to any 
colt or trouble, you are as welcomr to- 
them as ſo many Vermin or noifom 


drive you away, With how much la- 
bour and difficulty mut you clime, if 
you will ſee the top of one of theſe 
Mountains? And when you are there, 
you are but in a place of barrenneſs; 
and have nothing to latisfie you for your 


nous deſpe& of the lower grounds which 
are not your own: Ir is feldom that 
theſe Great Ones are to be fpoken with : 
And perhaps their Speech is bur a denyal 
of your Requeſts, if not ſome fnappiſh and 
cantempruous RejeRion, that makes you 
ghd when you are got far enough from 
them, and makes you the better tike and 
love the acceſſible calm & fruirful Plains. 
But, O how much greater encourage- 


God! 


Creatures. They pleaſe them beft that - 


pains, but a larger proſpe& and vertigi- - 


ments hath my: Soul to. converſe with . 
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with God in ſolitude. 135 
God! Company never hindereth him 
from harkning to my Svit : | He" is Infi- 


nite and' Omnipotent, - and as ſufficient 


for every individual Squl, as if he had no 
other to look after in the World : When 
he is taken up with. the attendance and 
praiſes of his heavenly Hoſt, he is as free 
and ready to attend and anſwer the 
groans and' prayers of a contrite Soul, 
as if he had n@ nobler Creatures, nor 
no higher Service to regard. I am ofr 
unready, but God is never unready: [ 


am unready to-pray, but he is not unrea- 


dy to hear: I am unready to:come to 
God, to walk with him, and to- ſolace 
my Soul with him 53 but he is never un- 
ready to entertain me. Many a time 
my Conſcience would hive driven me 
away, when he hath caſed me to him, 
and' rebuked my —_— fearful Con-- 
ſcience. Many a time I have called my 
lelf a Prodigal, a companion of Swine, 
a miſerable hand-hearted Smner, unwore 
thy tobe called his Son, when he hath 


called me' Child, and 'chid me for my 


queſtioning his Love: He hatlyreadily 


forgiven the Sinswhich I thonght would 
| have made my Soul fuet of Heli He 
hath entertained me with Joy, with 


Muſick 
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Muſick and a Feaſt, when I better de- 


without his Doors. He hath embraced 
me in his ſuſtaining confolatory Arms, 
when he might have ſpurned my guilty 
Soul to Hell, and ſaid, Depart from me, 
thou worker of Iniquity, 1 know thee 
not. Olittledid [ think, that he could 
ever have forgotten the Vanity and Vil. 


forgotten my molt aggravated fins. When 
I had finned againſt Light; when I had 
rehſted Conſcience; when I had fre- 
quently and wilfully injured Love, I 
thought he would never have forgot. 
ten it: But the greatneſs of his Love 


ſion of his Soi, hath cancelled all. O 
how many Mercies ; have I taſted ſince 
I thought I had finned away all Mer- 
cies! How patiently hath he born with 
me, ſince I thought; he ' would never 
have put up more? And yet befidgs my 


heart, there [hath been nothing to-ins 
tetrupt gur-convyerile,. Though he 'be 
Got, and I a worm, yet that would 


in Heaven, yet he is near to ſuccour 
TOY me 


ſerved to: have been among the Dogs. 


lany of my Youth ; yea, fo eaſily have. 


and Mercy, and the blood and intercel- - 


4 ſins ang, the' withdrawings of my own ; 


not have kept me out: Though he be 
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me on Earth, in all that I call upon him 
for: Though he have the praiſe of 
Angels, he diſdaineth not my Tears and 
Groans: Though he have the perfe&t 
Love of perfe& Souls, he knoweth the 
little Spark in my Breaſt, and Cefpiſeth 
not my weak and ſanguid Love: Though 
| injure and diſhonour him by loving 
him no more; though-I oſt forget him, 
and have been out of the way when he 
hath come or called me; though I have 
diſobediently turned away mine cars, 
and unkindly refuſed the enter tainments 
cf his L ove, and uofaithfully plaid with 
thoſe vw hoſe company he forbad me, 
he hath not divorced me, nor turned 
me out of doors, O wonderful! that 
Heaven will be familiar with Earth ! 
and God with Man ! the Higheſt with 
a Worm! and the moſt Holy with an 
unconſtant Sinner ! + Man refuſerh me, 
when God will entertain me: Man, that 
i5no Wiſer or better than my ſelf. | hoſe 
that [| never wronged or Cclerycd il} off, 
reject me with Reprozch: And God 
whom I have unſpeakably injured, doth 
invite me, and intreat me, and conCele 
cendeth to me, as if he were beholden 


t0 me to be ſaved: Men that I have 
Ceſcr- 
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deſerved well of, do abhor me: And 
God that I hive deſerved Hell of, oth 
acce;tms, The beſt of chem are Briars, 
and asa thorny Hedge, and he is Love, 
and Reſt, and Joy: And yet I can be 
more welcom to him, tho:'gh I hve of- 
feaded h m, than I can to rhem whon I 
have obliged: I have freer leave tocaſt 
my il-f into my Fathers Arms, than to 
tunvle in thole Briars, or wal'ow in 
the D'rt., I upbraid my (lf with my 
ſins, but he doth not upbrail me with 
them. I condemn my (elf for them, but 
he condemns me not: He forgivet me 
ſoin'r than I can forgive my (clf: 1 
have proace with him, before [ can have 
peace of Conſcience. | 
O therefore mv Soul, draw near to 
him that is fo willing of thy compiny ! 
\ That frowneth thee not away,unlel* it be 
when tho) haſt fallen into the Cirt, that 
tho: mayſt waſh thee from: thy fil- 
thinels, an1 the fitter for his convcrſe. 
Draw near to him that will not wrong 
thee, by believing miſreports of Ene- 
mies, or laying ro thy charge the things 
thou kieweſt not : but will forgive the 
Wrongs thou haſt done to him, and juſti- 
fe thee from the (in, that Conſcience 
layeth 


a 
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ſayeth to thy charge. Come to him 
that by his Word and Spirit, his Minij- 
ſters and Mercics calleth thee to come ; 
and hath promiſed, that thoſe that come 
to him, he will in no wiſe ſhut out. O 
walk with him that will bear thee up, 


and lead thee as by the right hand ( Pſal. 


73- 23.) and carry his Infants when they 
cannot go! OG ſpeak to him that te:ch- 
eth thee to ſpeak, and - underſtanceth 
and accepts thy Stammering; and help- 
eth thine Infirmitics when thou knoweſt 
not v hat to pray for as thou oughteſt ; 
and giveth thee Groars when thou haſt 
not words, and knowe h the meaning of 
his Sperit in thy. Groans 3 that cannot 
be contained in the ' Heaven of Heavens, 
anci yet hath reſpe& to the conrrite Soul, 
tha: trembleth at his word, and feareth 
his difpleaſi;re : That pityeth the Tears, 
anc! deſpiſeth rot the ſighing of a broken 
heart, nor the defires of the forrow!'ul. 
O walk with him that is never weary 
of the converſe of an up ight Scul! 
That is never angry with thee, but for 
flying from him, or for drawing back, or 
being too ſtrange, and refuſing the kind- 
neſs and felicity of his preſence, The 
day is coming when the proudefſt of 


the 
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the Sons of Mcn. would be glad of a 
good look from him, that thou haſt 
leave to walk with: Even they that 
would not look on thee, and they that 
injured and abuſed thee, and they that 
infer:iours coal have no accels to; O 
how gl:d would they be then of a Smile, 
or a word of hope and mercy from thy 
Father! Draw nr-ar then to him, on 
whom the whole Creztion doth d-pend; 
whoſe favour at laſt the proudeſt and 
the worſt would parchaſe with the loud- 
eſt cries, when all their pomp and plea- 
ſure is gone, and can purchal? nothing. 


O walk with him thar is Love it ſelf, 


and think him not #»willing-or wunlovely 
and [et not the Deceiver by hideous 


miſreprefentations drive thee from him: 


when thou haſt felt a while the Rtorms 
abroad, methinks thou ſhouldſt fay, 
How good, how ſafe, how ſweet is it 
to draw near to Gad ! 
7. With whom ſhould I ſo deſironſly con- 
, verſe, as with him whom I muſt live with 
for ever ? \f I take picaſure in my Houle, 
or Land,or Country,my walks, my books 
or friends themſelves as cloathed with 
fleſh, I mut-poſſeſs this pleaſure but 
a little whilez Henceforth know we no 
| man 
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man after the fleſh: Had we'known 
Chriſt himſelf after the fleſh, we muſt 
know him ſo no more for ever. (Though 
his Glorified ſpiritual Body we fhall E- 
know.) Do you converle with Father EE 
or Mother ? with Wives or Children ? | 
with Paſtors and Teachers ? Though | 
you may converle with thele as Glorifi. 
ed Saints, when you come to Chriſt, yer 
in theſe Relations that they ſtard in to | 1 
you now,, you ſhall converite withthem 3 
but a little while : For the time is ſhort - | 3 
It remaineth that both they. that have wives | J 
be as thozgh they had none ;, and they that 
weep as though they wept not 5, and they that 
rejoyce as thaugh they rejoyced not;, and | 
they that buy as though they poſſeſſed not ; i 
ard they that uſe the World, as not abn- 
ſing it (or as though they uſed it not:) 
for the faſhion of this World doth paſs a- 
way.] 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 3T. 

Why then ſhould 1 ſo much regard, a 
converſe of ſo ſhort continuance ? Why 
ſhould 1 be ſo familiar in my Inn, and 
ſo in Jove with that familiarity, as to 
grieve when 1 muſt but think of leaving 
it, or talk of going home, and look for- 
ward tothe placewhere I muſt dwell for 

er? ſhall be fond of the company of 
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a paſſenger th.it | travel with (yea per- 
haps one ithar doth out meet me in the 
way, and go-th to contrary place) and 
ſhall I not take more ple:ſure ro reaem- 
ber home? I will not be to uncivil as ts 
deny thoſe 1 tweet a ſhort ſalute, or to 
be friendly with my fellow- Travell-rs: 
But remember,O my Soul, that thou doſt 
not dwe# but travel here, and that it is 
thy Fithers Houſe where thou mult a- 
bide forever: Yea and he is nearer thee 
than Man (thovgh invifthle) even in thy 
way. O ice him then that is inviſible; 
Hearken to him when he fpea.ceth : Q- 
bey his voice: Ooſerve his way: Speak 
to him bo!ld'y, though humbly and re- 
yerenily, as his Child, about-the great 
concernments of thy State: Tel} him 
what it is that aileth thee: And ſeeing 
all thy ſmart is the fruit of thy own fin, 
confeſs thy folly and uakindnefs, crave 
h's forgiveneſs, and remember him what 
his Son hath ſuffere!, and for what: 
Treat with him about thy future conrle: 
Defire his Grace, and give up thy ſelfto 
his Con1uRt and his Cure: Weep over 


in his Ears the Hiftory of thy — 


and unthankzul courſe : Tell is: him with 
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him alſo the advantage that he hath for 
the honouring of his grace, if it may now 
abound where fin aboundeth : Tell him 
that thou art moſt offended with th 

ſeitf, for that which he is moſt offende 

with: That thou art angry with thy cif- 
obedient unthankful heart: That thou 
art even a weary of that heart that lo- 
veth him no more : And that it ſhall ne- 
yer pleate thee, till it love him better 
and be more deſirous to pleale him : Tell 
him of thy Enemies, and crave the 
proteFjon of his Love: Tell him of 
thy frailties, infirmities and pafſiong, 
and crave not only his tender forbear- 
ance, but his help: Tell him that 
without him thou cant donothing; and 
crave the Grace that is ſufficient for thee, 
that through him that ſtrengtheneth thee 
thou mayeſ do all things: When thou 
falleſt, deſpair not, but crave his help- 
Ing hand to raife thee. Speak to him ef. 
peci-lly of the everlaſting things, and 
thank him for his' Promiſes, ard for thy 
Hopes: For what thou ſhalt be, and have, 
and do among his Holy oxes for eyer. Ex- 
preſs thy, joys in the promiſe of thoſe 
joys z that thou muſt ſee his Glory, and 
love him, and praiſe him better than 
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thou canſt now defire . Begin thoſe prat- 
ſes, and as thou walkeſt with him, take 
pleaſure in the mention of his perfettions 
be thankful to him and ſpeak good of 
his Name : Sol:ce thy ſelf inremembring 
what a God, what a defence and portion 
a'!! belicvers have: And in confidering 
whither hc-is now conducting thee, and 
what he w:li do with thee, and what ule 
he wiil make of thee forever : Speak 
with Rejoycing of the g'ory of his works, 
and the righteoutneſs cf his judgmen's, 
and the holicels and evennetis of his 
ways : Sing forth his praiſes with a joy- 
ful} hcart, and pleaſant and triumphing 


yoice ; and frown away ll {laviſh fears, 


all importune malicious ſugg:ſtions or 
doubts, all peeviſh hurtful nipping gricſs, 
that would mar or interrupt the melody; 
and would untunz or unftring a raiſed 
well compoled Soul. Thy Father loveth 
thy very moans and Tears: But how 
much more doth he love thy Thanks and 
Praiſe? Or if indeed it-be a Winter 
time, a ſtormy day with thee, and he 


* ſeem to chide or hide his face becauſe 


-thou haſt offegded. him, let the cloud 
- that. is gathered by, thy Folly -come 
-down 1a.tear$s// and. tell him, Thou haſt 
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| Of Comverſing 
finned againft Heaven and befote hi 
and art no more worthy to be_ ca 


8 FE Servant: And thov wilt find embrace- 


Mn Þ| ments, when thou feareſt condemnation :* 


8 Fand find that he is merciful and ready 


id F to ſorgive:: Only return, and keep clo-" 
le Fer tohim for the time to come.-If the'* 
k JF breach through thy negle@ be gone {o 


S, I far, as that thou ſeemeſt to have l6ſt thy 


s God, and to be caft off, and left forſa. 
is F ken , deſpair not yet; for he doth bur' 


ſ- hide kis face till thou repent: He doth 
8 Jnot forſike thee, butonly tell thee what 
S, flit is to walk ſo careleſly as if thou 
Yr would forſike him: Thou art faſter and 
s, Efurer inhis Love and Covenant then thou 
'3 Ecanſt belicvc or apprehend. '' Thy Lord 
d FE was as dear as ever to his Father, when 
h She cryed out, My God,” why haft thou 
wW fo rſaken me. But yet neplea him not, and 


d Ebenot regardleſs of his withdrawings 1nd 
Ir Hof thy lofs : Lift U thy” voice oy 
c 


'© Fbut [Father ; ] in deſpight of un 


Anſwer thee at lift [My ka fer? 
g” out [0 tabs rt by fat 
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his Son z but yet fly not from him, but' 
of || beg his pardon and the priviledges of a- 
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and why haſt thou forſaken me! O wha 


fhall 1 do here without thee.) O leave me 


Let me not be a prey to ary raveniny beaſt ! 
to my ſin, to Satan, to my foes and thine!] 


Lift up thy yoiceand weep, and tell him, 


they are the tears and lamentation of his 


Child: O beg of him, that.thy wander- 


ings and childiſh folly, may not be taken 
as as of enmity, or at leaft that they 
may be pardoned ; and though he corre 
thee, that he will return and not forſake 
thee, but ſtill take thee and uſe thee as 
his child. Or if thou haſt not words to 
pour out before him, at leaſt ſinite vpon 


thy breaſt, and though. thou be aſhamed 
or afraid to look up toward Heaven, look | 


down and ſay,[0 Lord,be merciful to me 4 
femer,] and he will take it for an accep- 


table ſuit, that tendeth to thy pardon and BE 
juſtification, and will number ſuch a ſen-, | 


tance. with the prayers which he cannot 
deny. Orif thou cry, and cantnot hear 
of him, and haſt long called out upon thy 
Fathers Name, and heareft not his voice 
and haft no return ; enquire after him of 


thoſe thou meeteſt : Ask for him-of then” 


that know him and are acquainted With 
his way * Make thy moan unto the watch- 
| men 


'”! 
" 
not, loſe me not in, this bowling wilderneſs" ſip 
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ad fimen; and ack them, where thou mayſt_ 
find thy Lord. And at laſt he will ap- 
Fear to thee, and find thee firſt, that thou 
mayft find him, and ſhew thee where it 
was that thou didſt loſe him, by lofing 
thy ſelf and turning from him! ſeek him 
and thou ſhalc find -him : wait and he will 
appear in kindneſs : For he never faileth 

or for{aketh thoſe that wait upon him. 
This kind of Converie; O my toul, 
thou haſt-ro prolecute- with thy God. 
Thou haſt alſo the concernments of all 
bis ſervants; his affsGted ones, his broken 
bearted ones, his diſeaſed ones, is perſcs 
cuted ones, to tell him of: Tell: him alfo 
of the concernments of bis. Kingdews, the 
fury of his Enemies, the-diſhonour they 
aſt upon his Name, -the matters of his 
ofpel, cauſcand intereſt in the world : 
Bur till ter his Righteous Judgment be 
remenbred, and all bc terminated in the 
plorious everlaſting Kingdom: ' | 
Is ir not much better thus to converſe 
vith him that I muſt be with for ever, a- 
dout the place, and the company, and 
work, and concernments of my perpetu- 
| abode, thento be taken up with ſtran+. 
ers in my way, *and detained by their / 

impertinencies' ? | | | 
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I have:form'd my ſelf ſo.long/in the 
meditations, that I will but name the reſt, 
and :tell you what 1 had further to have 
treated on, and lcave the enlargement to 
yourown meditations. 

8. I have no reaſon to be weary © 
converſe with God, ſecing it is that for 
which all human converſe 15 regardable. 
Converſe with a7 is only ſo far deſirable 
as it tendeth ro our Converſe with God: 
And therefore the end muſt be preferred 
before the means. 

9. It is the Offce of Chris, and the 
work of the Holy Ghoſt, and the «ſe of all 
the means of Grace, and of afl creatures, 
mercies and affliction, toreduce ouritay- 
ing fouls to God, that we may converſe 
with him andenjoy him. 

: TO, Converſe with God 1s moſt ſuitabl: 
to thoſe that are ſo near to death; It bef 
prepareth for it: It is likeſt tothe work 
that we are next todo, We had.zather 
when death comes, be found converſing 
with God then with Afan: Itis God that 
a dying man hath principally to do with : 
It is hi judgment that he is going to; 
and bzs anercy that he hath to-truſt upon : 
And therefore it concerneth ustoidraw 
near him ow, and be no firangers to him, 
: leſt 
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left ſtrangeneſs. ehex ſhould be-our ters 
rour. 
tofl 11. How wonderful a condeſcenſion 
is it that God ſhowld be willing to converſe 
'0 with me'!. with ſuch a worm and finful 
for wretch : And therefore how unexcuſa> 
ke, ble is my crime, if I refuſe his company; 
we and ſo great a mercy ! 
d:l 12. Laſtly, Heaven it ſelf is but our 
ed} Converſe with God and his Glorified 
ones, _ ia a more perfet manner 
then wecan here conceive.) And there- 
fore our holy converſe with him here is 
the ſtate that is likeſt Heaven, and that 
-{ pre2areth for it, and sll the Heaven that 
is on earth, 


——— ——— | SS 84 2:6 v6. 2th 7 


T reniaineth now: ahi r briefly rel 
you, what you ſhould do'to attain 
and manage this Converſe with God, in 
thei improvement of your folitu!e. (Fov 
DireQions in general for Walking' with 
| :© God, I reſerve for another place.); 6 df 
ſent ler theſe few ſuffice. 

| Dire&. 1. If you would comfortably 
wii Converſe with God, wake ſure that you 
nf are Reconciled to him in Chriſt, and that 
be 34 indeed your friend = Father. Can 

two 
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two walk together except they be agreed? 
Can you take pleaſure in dwelling with 
the conſuming fire? or converſing with 
-the moſt dreadful enemy? Yet this 1 
muſt add, that every doubting or felf-ac- 
cuſing ſoul may not fmd a pretence to fly 


from God. 1. T hat God ceaſeth not tof 


be a Father when ever a fearful ſoul 
is drawn to queſtion it or deny it. 2. 
That in the Univerſal Love and Grace of 
God to miſerable ſinners, and in the uni- 
verſa] a& of conditional pardon and obli- 
vion, and in the offers of Grace, and the 


. Feadinels of God to reccive the penitent, 


there is Glad T':aings that ſhould exceed- 
ingly rejoyce a a finner; and there is 
ſufficient encouragement to draw the 
moſt guilty miſerable ſinner to ſc to 
God, and 'ſuc- for mercy. ' But yet the 
ſweeteſt converſe is [or children, & tor thoſe 
that have ſome aſſurance that they are 
children. - 

- \But perhaps you will ſay, that this ss 
ut eaſily attained: How ſhall we know that 
he is our friend? 

- 'Inbiicf, 1 anſwer, If you are unfeigned- 
ly friends to God, it 1s becauſe he firſt 
—_—__ _ Prefer him beſore all other 
fricnds,- and all the wealth and yanity - 

: tne 
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neſs or negle : uſe him as your. beſt 
friend, and abuſe him not by diſobedi- 
ence or ingratitude 5 own him before all, 


at the deareſt rates, whenever are - 


called to it : Deſire his preſence : nt 


| his abſence: Love him from the bottom 
of your hearts: Think not hardly of 


him: Suſpe& him not ; 'Miſunderſtand 
him not : Hearken not to his enemies: 
Receive not any falſe reports againſt him: 
Take him to be really better for you than 
all the world : Do theſe, and doubt not 
but you argfriends withGod,& God with 
you : Inaword, Be but heartily willing to 
e friends to God, and that God ſhould be 
your cheifeſ} friend, and you may be ſure 
that #t 5s ſo indeed, and that you are and 
have what you defire. And then how 
delightfully may you converſe with 
God! 
Dire&t. '2. Wholly depend on the Media 
ation of Chriſt, the great Reconciler : 
Without him there is no coming near to 
God: But in his Beloved you ſhall be ac- 
cepted. Whatever fear of his diſpleaſure 
ſhall ſurprize you, fly preſently for ſafe- 
ty unto Chriſt :. whatever guilt ſhall look 
you in the face, commit your ſelf and 
EE. cauſe 
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the world ; Proyoke him not by wilfuk - 
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152 Of Cornverſiag 
cauſe-to Chriſt, and defire him to anſwer 
for you : When the doors of mercy ſeem 
to be ſhut up againſt you, fly to him that 
bears the keyes, and can at any time open 
to you, and let you.in ; Deſire him to an- 
ſwer for you to.God, to your conſciences, 
and againſt; all accuſers : By him alone 
you may boldly and comfort:bly converſe 
with God : But God will not know you 
out of him. $4.6 
 Dire&. 3. Take heed of bringing par- 
ticulr Guilt snto the preſence Fe if 
o# would gave ſweet commuznton with him: 
Chriſt ep <4 vrany recapags God to 
| : And t ner- and fon are fo near! 
arbor that for all the Jo of. Chrift, 
you ſhall, feel that iniquity dwelleth not 
with God ; but he hateth the works of it, 
and the fooliſh ſhall not ſtand, in his Hght 1 
and that if you will preſume to fin becapſe 
you are his Chiliren, be ſure your ſin will 
d you out. O-what fears,- v.hatſhame, 
what felf-abhorrence and ſelf-revenge 
' will. guilt raiſe ina pealteyt ſoul, when 
it comes into the light o:.the preſence of 
the Lord; it will unavoiiable abate your 
boldneſs and your comforts: When'yog 
ſhould be ſweetly delighting in his plea- 
ſed face, and promiſed Glory, you will 
" 74 '- þe 
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be befooling your ſelves for your former 
ſin, and ready even ta tear your fleſh, to 
think that ever you ſhould doas you have 
done, and uſe him 3s yau would not haye 
uſed a coinmon friend, and.calt your ſelves 
upon his wrath. But an innocent ſoul, 
or pacified conſcience, doth walk with 
God in quietneſs and delight, without 
thoſe frowns and fears which are a taſte 
of Hell toothers. Ce vice 

Dire&. 4. If you would cormforta; 
bly converſe with God, be jure Raye 
bring not Idols in your bearts : - Take 


of inordinate etion to any Creature. Let 
all things elfe be nothing to you, that yay 
may have none to take up your van 
but God. Let your Afinds. be: furcher 
ſeperate from them than.. yaur., Fodzes ; 
Bring not into ſolitude or to. contempla» 

tion, a proud, or luftful, or covetous 
mind : [t much more concerneth. thee, 
what Heart thou bringeſt, . that; whasg 
Place thou art. in, or what work, thou art. 
upon. A mind that is drowned in.ampi, 
tion, ſenſuality or. paſſion, will ſcarce 
find God any ſooner in any wildernel: 

than in a croud( unleſshe be there return+. 
ing from thoſe ſins to God) wbere-ever, - 
he ſeeth him, God will not own and be 


Hs famili- 
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familiar with ſo foul a foul. Seneca could 
fay[ 2nid prodeft rotions regions: ſilentium, 
ff. affettns fremunt?) What good doth the 
filence of all the Conntry do thee, if thoy 
have the noiſe of raging affettions within ?} 
And Gregory faith [Ks corpore remotus 
wivit, Oc. Hethat inbodyis far enough 
from the tumult of human converſation, is 
mot 3n ſolitude, if he buſie himſelf with earth- 
iy copitations and deſires : and be is not in 
the City that is not troubled with the tumult 
of worldly cares or fears, though he be preſſed 
with the popular crouds.) Bring not thy 
houſe, or land, or credit, or carnal friend 
along with thee in thy heart, if thou de- 
fire andexpect to walk in Heaven, and to 
converſe with God. 

\ Dire. 5. Live ſtill by Faith; Let 
Faith lay Heaven and Earth as it were to- 
getber : Look not at God as ifhe were far 
off : fet him oy as before you, even 
as at your right hand; Pſal. 16.8. Be 
ill with him when you awake, P/al. 1 39. 
18. In the morning thank him for your 
reſt; and-deliver up your ſelf to his con- 
duQ and ſervice for that day.Go forth as 
with him, and to do his work : Doevery 
action, with the Command of God, . and 
the promiſe of Heaven before your eyes, 


mith Godin ſolitale. 58 
and upon your hearts : Live as thoſe that 
have incomparably more to do with God 


and Heaven, than all this world; That 


you may ſay with David, Plal. 37. 25, 26. 
(as aforecited) Whom have 1 in Heaven 
but thee! and there is none 0n Earththat [ 
deſire beſides thee :] And with: Paul, Phil. 
I. 21, [To me t0 Live is Chriſt, and to 


Dye 5s gain.) You muſt ſhut up the eye of 


{ſenſe (fave as ſubordinate to Faith):and 
live by Faith upona God, & Chriſt, and 
a World that is unſeen, if you would 
know'by experience what it is tobe above 
the bratiſh life of ſenſualifſts, and to 
Converſe with God. O Chriſtian, if thou 
hadſt rightly learned this bleſſed life, 
what a high and noble ſoul-converſation 
would thou have ! How eaſily wouldft 
thou ſpare, and how little wouldft thou 
miſs the fayour of the greateſt, the pre- 
ſence of any worldly comfort ! _ or 
Solitude would be much alike to thee, 


ſaving that the place ani ftate would be 


beſt to thee, where thou haſt the greateſt 
help-and freedom to- converſe with God. 
Thou would fay, of - human ſociety as 


Seneca["Unus pro populo mibieſt, & w_ 


pro ung : Miks ſatis eſt unns,ſatis eft n us. ]- 


[One 51 inftead of all. the people 10 mez _ 
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the people as one; One ts enough for me, and 
none # enough. Thus being taken upwith 
God, thou mighteſt live-in priſon as at 


liberty, and in a wilderneſs as-in a City, 


and in a place of. baniſhment as:in thy -na- 
tive Land: For the: Earth is:the Lords, 


and the fulneſs thereof : and everywhere 


thou mayeſt find him, and 'converſe 
with him, and lift \up pure hands unto 
him :: In every place thou art within the 
Hght of home; and Heaven. 'is in thine 
eye, and thou art converſing with that 
God, in whoſe converſe the higheſt An» 

o do place their higheſt felicity and de- 


Churches enemies to triumph, that- can 
never ſhut up a true believer from the pres 
fence of his God ? nor baniſh. him into 
Jach a place where he cannot have hiscon- 
verſation in Heaven? The ftones that 
were calt at holy Stephen, could not hin- 
der him from ſecing the Heavens opened, 
and Chriſt ſitting at the;.right hand of 
God. A Patmos allowed holy Febn Com- 
munion with Chriſt, being there. in the 
Spirit- onthe Lords, day; Rev-.'3. 9430s 
Chriſt never ſo ſpecdily-and:comfortably 
owneth his: ſervants,” as WR 

:  cNOW 


kf, 
How. little cauſe then have alb the. 


tn ns ct ae Ate — —— 
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diſowneth them, and abuſeth them for 
his ſake, and hurls them up and dowh as' 
the ſcorn and off-icouring of all.” He 
quickly found the blind man that he had- 
cured, when once the Jews had cift him- 
out, oh. 59: 35. Perſecutors' do but pro-- 
mote the blefſedneſs and -exceeding-joy- 


of ſufferers 'for - Chriſt, ar, 5. 17% 


I2, 


And how little Reaſon” then have 
Chriſtians ro ſhun ſuch ſufferings by | 
ifo 


unlawfnl means, which turn to: their 
great advantage ? and to give ſo dearas' 
the hazard of their ſouls by' wilful ſin, to. 
cfcape the honour; and ſafety, ard com- + 
modity of Martyrdom?" © © 
And indeed we judge not, we Love: 
not, we } ive nof 'as: fanfified ones muſt 
dv, if we judgs not that the trucſt Liber-: 
ty, 'and Love ir not asthe Beſt Condition, 
in which wemway Beſt converle with God. 


And O how much harder is it to walk with * 


God, itva Court, in the' midſt of ſenſua®- 
elightsy than in a prifen'or wilderncfs, 
ere we have none to-interrypt'us, and- 
nothing elſe to take uvs'vp? It is our pres” 


poſſeſſed minds, our earthly hearts, our © 


carnal affections-and- evricypiſence, and ' 


tho pleaſures of a proſperous ſtate, that*' | 


Are 
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are the priſon and theJaylors of our ſouls, 
Were it not for theſe, how free ſhould 


we be, though our bodies were CoN-.; 


fined to the firaighteft room! He is 


at Liberty that cen walk - in Heaven, ; 


and have: acceſs to-God, and make uſe of 
all the Creatures in the; world, to the 
. promoting of this his Heavenly con- 
verſation. And he is the priſoner whoſe 
ſoul is chained to flcth and earth, and 
confined to his lands and houſes, and 


feedeth on the duſt of worldly riches, 


or wallowcth in the dung and filth of 
gluttony, drunkenneſs and luſt ; that 
are far from God, and deſire not to be 
near him; but ſay. to him, Depart 
from us, we would not have the know- 


ledge of thy ' ways : that Love their 


priſons and chains: ſo; well, that they 
would not be fet free, but hate 
thoſe with - the cruelleft hatred that 


endeavour their deliverance. Thoſe are. 


the poor priſoners of Satan, that: have 
not liberty. to believe, nor to Love 
God, nor converſe in Heaven, nor ſeri- 
ouſly to mind or ſeek the -things that 
are high and honourable: that have 


not liberty to meditate -or pray, or - 


ſcriouſly to ſpeak of holy things, nor 
: . to 


hd « mh wy oo ON FY m1,” hos a I. 
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to love and converſe with thoſe that Co 
ſo: thatare tyed ſo hard to the drud- 
gery of ſin, that they have not liberty 
one month, or week, or day, to leave 
it, and walk with God ſo much as for 
recreation! But he that liveth in the 
family of God, and is employed in at- 
tending him, and doth converfe with 
Chriſt, and the Hoft of Holy ones a- 
bove, in reaſon ſhould not much com- 
plain of his want of friends, or compa#» 
ny or accommodations, nor yet be tao 
impatient of any corporal confinement. 

Laſtly, be ſure then moſt narrowly 
to watch your hearts, that nothing have 


entertainment there, which is againſt . 


your Liberty of converfe with God, 
Fill not thoſe Hearts with worldly 
traſh, which are made and new-made 
to be the dwelling place of God. De- 
fire not the company which would di. 
miniſh your heavenly acquaintance and 
correſpondency, - Be not unfriendly, 
nor conceited of a ſelf-ſufficiency; but 
yet beware leſt under the honeſt inge- 
nuovs title of a friend, a ſpecial, faith- 
ful, prudent, faithful friend, you ſhould 
entertain an Idol, or an enemy to your 
Loye of God, or a corrival and com 
CHESS _  petitor 
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petitor with your higheſt rien: For 
if you do, it is not the ſpecious title 
of a friend that wii} fave you from the 
thorns and bryzrs of diſquietment, and 
from greater troubles thin ever you 
found from open enemies. 

O blefſcd be that High and everlaſt. 
ing friend, who is every way luited 
to the upright ſouls! To their Minds, 
their Memories, their Delight, their 
Love, &c. By ſureſt Truih, by fulleſt 
Goodnels, by cleareſt Light, by dear 
eft Love, by firmeſt - Conſtancy, &c. 
—- O why hath my drowſie and dark- 
ſighted foul been b ſeldom with him! 
why hath it ſo often, ſo ſtrangely, and 
fo unthankfully paſſed by, and not ob- 
ſerved him, nor Lartened to his kind- 
eft calls! O what is all this traſh and 
trouble that hath filled my memory, 
and employed my mind, and cheated 
and corrupted my affeftions, while my 
deareſt Lord hath been days and nights 
ſo unworthily forgotten, ſo contemptu- 
ouſly negle&ed, and diſregarded, and 
loved as if I loved him not! O that 
theſe d&rowſ/ie and thoſe waking nights, 
thole "loitered, loſt, and empty hours, 
hal been ſpent ih the livhablett converts 

| wit 
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with him, which have been dreamed and 
doted away upon —— now i know: not 
what! O my God, how much wiſer 
and happicr had 1 been, had I rather 
choſen- ro mourn with thee, than ta 
rejoyce and ſport with any vther! Q 
' that I-had rather wept with thee, than 
laughed with the creature!: Fur' the 
time to come, let that be my friend, that 
moſt befriendeth my dark, and dull, 
and 'backward . foul, in its undertaken 
progreſs, and heaventy,; convertation £ 
Or if there be none ſuch. uven earth, 
let me here take one. for my. fticad! 
O blot out every N.me from my cor» 
ruptcd heart, which hindereth the deeps - 
er engraving of thy Namwe!. Ah Lord 
whac. a ſtone, what @ blird vngrateful 
thing, is. a He:rt not-.touched. with 
celeſtial Love! yer (ball 1 not run-ta 
thee, when i have none ceiſe-chat will . 
. know me /' (hall i nit d,aw near thees. 
when all fly irom-me! When. dail 
exferience crycth out fo/lvay [N QNE 
BUT..G.HRIST: -G& OD... QR 
NOTHALANG.]} 4h fo'lih Heart,.thet 
haſt. thought of it CW here is that place, 
that. Cave ar Deſert, where: | might 
ſconeſt find thee, and fulleſt enjag tices 
i : $ 


_ 
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I; it in the wilderneſs that thou walkeft; 
or in the crond: in the Cloſet, or in 


the Church; where 'is it that I might 


ſaoneſt mect with God ?J But alas, I 
now perceive, that I have a Heart to 
find, before I am like to find my Lord! 
O Loveleſs, Lifelefs, ſtony heart! that's 
dead to him that gave it Life ! and to 
| none but him! Could I not Love, or 
Think , or Feel at all, methinks I were 
. Teſs dead than now ? Leſs dea1, if dead, 
than now I am'alive? I had almoſt faid 
[Lord, -let me never Love more fill ] 
Can Love thee? Nor think more on 
any thing rill I can more willingly 
think. of thee?) But I muſt ſuppreſs 
that-wiſh ; for Life will 4; And the 
mercies aid motions of MNataye are 
neceſſary to thoſe of Grace. And there- 
fore in the life of Nature, and in the 
glimmerings of thy Light, I will wait 
for more of the Celeſtial life ! My God, 
thou hat my conſent! lt is here attcſt- 
ed un.ier my hand: Separate me from 
what and whom thou wilt, fo I may bat 
be nearer thee! Let me Love: thee more, 
and feel more of thy Love, and then 
let me Love or be beloved of the world, 
as little as thou wikt, : 


I 


Þ thovght ſelf-love had been' a more 
predominant thing: But now I find 
that Repentance hath its anger, its Hat- 
red and its Revenge! I am truly An- 
gry with that Heart that hath ſo oft 
and fooliſhly offcaded thee! Methinks 
I hate that Heart that is ſo cold and 
backward in thy love, and almoſt 
grudge .it a dwelling in my breaſt! 
Alas when Love ſhould be the life of 
Prayer, the lifc of holy Meditation, 
the life of Sermons and of holy Con- 
ference, and my ſoul in theſe ſhould 


long to meet thee, and delight to men+_ 


tion thee, I firagg'e Lord, I know 
not whether! or 1 fit ſtill and wiſh, 


but do not riſe and run and follow thee, 
ye?, :do not what 1 ſeem to do. All's 
dead, all's dead, for want of Love 
often cry, O where is that place, 
where the quickening beams of Heaven 
are warmeſt, that my foul night ſeck 
it out! Bur whether. ever I go, to 
City or to Slitude, alas, 1 find it is 
not Place that makes the difference, I 
know that Chriſt is perfe&Rly repleniſh- 
ed with Life and Light, and Love Di- 


vine: And I hear him as our Head- 


and Treaſure proclaimed and offered 
to 


with God 'in ſolitude. 163 


»., 
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to us: in the, Goſpel! This: is” thy 
Record, that he that hath the Son hath 
Life / O why then is my barren ſoul 
ſo empty! I thought I had long: ago 
conſented to thy offer; and then 'ac- 
cording to thy Covenant, both He and 
Life in him are mine / And yet muſt 
- I till be dark and dead! 
Ah deareft Lord, I fay not that I 
have too long waited ! but if I centz- 
2ne thus to wait, wilt thou never find 
the time of Love? and come and own 
thy gafping worm? wilt thou never 
diſfipate theſe clouds, and ſhine upon 
this dead and darkened foul? Hatimy 
Night no Day? Thruſt me not” from 
thee, O my God ! For that'sa Hell, to 
be thruſt from. God. But ſure: the 
" cauſe is ail at home, could I find it 
out, or rather could I cyre it! It is 
ſure my face that's turned from God, 
when I fiy, His face is turned from 
me. But if my Life muſt here be ovt 
of ſight, and hidden in the Root (with 
Chriſt in God,) and if all the reſt be 
reſerved for that better world, and I 
muſt here have but theſe ſina'l begin- 
nings,') make me more to Love, and long 


for the bleſſed day of thine appearing, 


with God-im ſolitude. i65. 


andnottofecarthe time of mydeliverance, 
nor unbelievingly to linger in this S#- 
_ dom, as one thar had rather ſtay with'fin, 
then come to thee! Though fin hath 
made me backward ' to'the fobr, let'it 


not make me backward to receive the 


Crown z Though it hath made me. {a 
loiterer in thy wotk, let it not make 


me backward to receive 'that wages, | 


which thy ' Love will give "to our par- 


doned, poor, accepted ſervices. Though - 
F have too oft drawn back, when I 


(ſhould have come unto thee, and wal- 
ked with thee in/ thy ways of Grace, 
yet heal that unbelief, and diſaffection, 
which would - make me to draw. back, 
when- thou ccalleft me to + poſſeſs thy 
Glory ?: Though the fickne's and fame« 
nefs of my foul have hindered me 'in 
my journy, - yet let their painfvlnefs 
help me ts deſire ro be delivercd from 
them, and to be at home, where (with- 
out the interpoſing-nights o: thy dif 
pleaſure) I thall fully feel thy fulleſt 
Love, and walk with thy Glorified 
ones in the Light -of th Glory, -tri- 
uwphing in thy - Praiſe for -ercrmore. 
Amen. 


BUT 


TD-U T now I. bave given you theſe 


. ment. of. your ſolitude for converſe with 
* God, left 1 ſhould occaſion the hurt of 
thoſe 'that are unfit for the Lefſon I 
have given, I muſt conclude with this 
Caution fwhich 1 have formerly alſo 
publiſhed, That it is not malencholly 
or weak-headed ptrions, who are not 
" able to hear ſuch cxerciler, for whom 
L have written thele Directions,, Thoſe 
that ar? not able to be much in ſe- 
rious ſolitzry thoughtfulneſs, without 
confufions and diſtrafting ſuggeſtions, 


and hurrying vexatious thoughts, muſt 


{ct themſelves for the, moſt. .part to 
tholc duties which are to be done in 
company. by ..the help of others; and 


mult be very litile tn -folitary-duries :- 


For to them whole natural faculties are 
ſo diſeaſed or weak, it is no duty, as 


being no means to do them the defired: 


good ; but while they ftrive to do that 
which they are naturally unable to en- 
dure, they will but confound and dif. 


traft thcmtclves, and make theidiſelves: 


urcadle for thoſe other duties which 
yet they are not utterly unfit for. To 


luch perſons therefore inſtead of order- 
| ed 


LY Canine. 


LI few DircRions: for the improves 
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cd, well-digeſted Meditations, and. 
much time ſpent in ſecret thoughtful-- 
neſs, it muff, ſuffice. that. they be dfief | 
in ſecret Prayer,” and take up' with ſach © 
occaſional dbru hy ern 8s ny 


oe capable of,. and har «they be the 
more invcading, $,«robference, 
and praying 4n God: with o- 


pers are ſo far overcome, ts that (b 
the direction of their Spiritual Guides) 
they may judge themſelves fit for this 
————— of their Solitude. 
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TO THE 


READER 


His Excellent Diſcomrſe, 
thing the .Excellence- 
of it's (now Dectaſed) Authors 
Spirit, craves thy moſt ſerious 
peruſal ; and. it welt plentifully 
[- = the hours which ſball. be 
' ſpent thereon. Þ greatly ſawours 
of deep thoughts, ftri&& obſervas 
tions, and long andgreat experi- 
ence of Gad, of Things, and. Pere. 
ſons; Creatures look beſt when 
457Y? A 2 at 


iv To the Reader. 
at a diftance, and in proſpe& ; but . 
when nearer tous, they are then 
eafily locked through, and ſeldom 
fonndts correſpond with their Ap- 
pearances tous, and with our ex- 
pectations from them. But God 

3 ſuch adeep and boundleſs Abyſs 
of Perfection, as moſt delightfully 


will endure - and recompence all 


' the ſeverity and cloſeneſs of our 


eternal Thoughts. - about him. © 
PerfeSed Spirits" are all thought | | 
concerning God,” and find their | 
Hearts enflamed, and all their | 
Powers inwvigorated thereby —_— 
rernally, to mexpreſſible - Satis-" 
faGion: * Arid what waricties 
of pleaſant Thoughts the Innume- 
' rable Triftanees and Mirrours- of 
Divine Excellencies in the Hea- 
OT Vens 


To the Reader. 'y 


wens will endleſly Miniſter jw” 
T do not know, nor dare Þ 

too boldly at them. Bnt how thoſe 
Sonls can look for Heaven, or trn+ 
| Iybe'arcounted gracious, who nee 
ver retire ſoleumly to converſe 
withGod,T know not.Surely,where 
| Gold is not more than all tows, he 
can be comfortably nothing :' Anil 
onr religious Exerciſes and Pres 
tences muſt needs be mean. and 
| dull, whilſt God is rrfrngy and 
| ſeldow thought on, and converſed 
' withbyus, Can holy Walking be 

preſerved and promoted without 

love ? Can love to God and Chrift, 

and to the inviſible State, be kind- 

led, cheriſhed, and continually ad- 

ciaids without Faith? Can Faith 

be any thing but Fancy and Pre- 
A 3 ſumption , 


\F To the Reader. 
ſumption, without Thought . and 
Knowledge ?. And can the. Life 
of Faith, Hope,: Lowe, and holy 
WW. alking, be * fixt and wigorous, 
' andproficient, without our ſerious | 
and frequent repreſentations of 
God wnto our ſelves by ſolenm 
Contgnſonionr of his., excellent - 
PerfeSlions,free Communications, 
plentiful Proziſtons, and glorious | 
Deſe ons, | whereto be hath entitled | 
#5, ſeeing our Religion and Dewvo- _ 
tions in all the parts. thereof can | 
. haveno Life and Soul but this | 
IWhat is-it to converſe with God | 


in Solitude, but to atiuate our | 


Thoughts of what we know. con- 
cerning, God. im C brift, and to 
accomodate then fo all the nced- 


ful 


To the Reader. vu 
ful. and: uſeful Purpoſes of Reli- 
on and Devotion; and to make 
Thoughts ſolemnly ſerviceable to 
the great Ends thereof, v1z, our 
due. and ſeaſonable. Repreſenta- 
tions. of. ouf: God to 325; and of 
our ſelves to' him in Chriſt, pur- 
ſuant to the ſtated and occa- 
fronal Ends and Intereſts of 
Chriſtian Godlineſs, as the mat- 
ter - may. require? - Converſig 
thus with God, wants not its 
great Advantages in life and 
death. And if theſe Thoughts 
contained in this Book, (which 
did Jo greatly reconcile the Au- 
thor to the Thoughts of his then 
approaching,but now experienced 
Death,) were more in Exerciſe at 

en | Funeral 


viii To the Reader. 
Funeral Solemmities,and thisBook + 
then put into the hands of Mour-. 
mers, it would be no matter of | 
Repentance that I know of. 
Theſe are the ' haſty. Thoughts 
and Sentiment s tf thine in and 
for the Lord, whilſt | 


Matthew Sylveſter. | + 


London, Sept: 12. 
1692. 
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Behold, the hour cometh, yea 15 come, 
that ye ſoul be ſcattered every Man to 
his own, and ſhall leave ' me alone +. 
And yet 1 am not alongs breauſe the 
Father is with- me. | 


Am "this day to handle the inftance 
=" [Chriſt's being forſaken by his 
. Friends and Followers.] ' 
| - He tedfo meet to foretel/ them, how 
ſhould 


car their infirmity and 
__ vuntreuſti» 


Fo, 
+ 
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untruſtineſs-in-this cemporary-forſaking 


of him;-thatſo-he-might fullyer- con-- 


vince -them, that he.knew what was in 
Man, and that he knew future contingen- 


-Cies, (or things to came, . which feem 
m "ekdet 0n the Will 'of Man) 


and that he voluntarily ſubmitted to his 
deſerted State, and expeted no ſupport 


from Creatures, but that 44a» ſhould 
then do leaf? for Chriſt, when Chriſt was 


doing-2noft” for Man; that Man by an 


-unthankful forſaking Chriſt, ſhould then 
oft his forſaken deplorate ſtate, wherr * 


manif, 


——_ 


en they had newly ſaid [| Now we 
are ſure that thou knoweſt all things : by 
:Bhis Wwe ave ſure, that thou 'comeſi forth 
From God, ver. 30. 


He anſwereth them D Do ye now be- -- 


lieve? Behold, the hour cometh, 8c.”] Not 


that -Chrift. would not have his Servants 


know hisgraces.in them, but he _ 
7 >" 
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alſo. haye them know the Corruption that 
is latent,and the infirmity conſiſtent with 
their. grace. : We ar& very apt to judge 
of all that zs i ws, and. of all that we 
ſhall do . hereafter, by what we feel at 
the preſent upon our hearts.. As when 
we. fecl the: ſtirring of ſome Corruption, 
we are apt to: think that there | 1s »0= 
thing elſe, and hardly perceive the con- 
trary grace, and are apt to think it will 
never be; better with us: So when we 
feel the Exerciſe of Faith, Deſire or 'Love,' 
we. are apt to overlook the contrar 
Corruptions, and to think that we- ſha 
never feel them more. But Chrift would 
keep us both humble and vigilant, by 
acquainting vs'with the mutability and 
unconſtancy of our minds. When. it 
goes well with us, we. forget that the 
time-is coming when it may go worſe. 
As Chriſt faid to his Diſciples, here in 
the cale of Believing, we | may ſay to 
ourſelves in that and other. caſes : Do 
we now Believe ? It is well: But the 
time may be coming in which we may be 
brought to: ſhake with the ftirrings of 
our remainiig Unbelief, and ſhrewdly 
tempted to queſtion the truth of Chri- 
ſtianity it ſelf, and of the Holy Scrip- 
B2 cures, 


tures, and of the.Life to come. Do we 
tow rejoyce” inthe perfuafions' of the Loye 


of God ? The titpe tay be comin 

| 4 x. "Lives borfalieg 
and undone, and think he will efteent' 
and uſe us as his Enemies. Do we,now 
pray with fervour, and pour ovt. our 


whef we miy thin 


Souls enlargedly ts God?" It is well : 
But the the may be coming when'we' 
ſhall ſeem to be. as dumb and prayer- 


leſs, and ſay, we cannot pray, or elfe* 


. we find no audience' and acceptance of 
our Prayers. Chrift knowerh -rhat in 


which we little know þy our felves;' | 


and therefore may forcknow, that we will 


commit ſuch Sins, or fall into ſuch Dan» 


ers, as we little fear, 
What Chrift here propheſicth'to them 
did afterwards aft come to paſs. As 


ſaon as ever Danger and Trouble did. 
appear, they hegan to flag, and to ſhew 


ow ill they could adhere unto him or 


ſyffer with him, ' without his ſpecial cor-/ | 
. * Toborating Grace, In the'Garden when | 


he, was ſweating 'Blood. in Prayer, they 
were \ſlecping; ' Though the Spiritiwas 


willing, 'the-Flefh - was weak; -:+They' 


could not watch with him one: hou; Mat. 
26. 40; 41, Whenhe wes apprehend- 
Ke CID Er oe. : _Þ cd, 
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\ ed, they Mhifted each Man for himſelf, 
Mat. 26. 56. [Then all the Diſciples 
forftvk, him and fled... And as this is ſaid 
to be that the Scriptures might be ful- 
filled; Mat. 26:,54y 58., . ſo, 1t.miyht be 
ſaid to be, , That this predictvon of 
Chriſt himſelf might be fulfifled... Not 
that. Scripture. Propheſics didy.cauſethe 
Sin by which they, were fulfilled, nor 
that God-cauſed the ſin to fulalF his 
.own- Predictions, | but that God cannot- 
' be.deceiyed -who foretold in Scriptures 
long before, that: thus. it would. come 
to. paſs: : When it_is' ſaid, That [thus 
it muſt be, that the Scripture may be fml- 
filled]. the meaning” is nat, that [thus 
God will, make #t be] or [thus he cauſeth 
Min to do} thatlie may fulfill the Sctip-- 
tures: It is not Neceſſitas conſequentis 
vel cauſata that is inferred” from Pre- 
ditions ; but only Nereſſitas conſequent 
114, a Logical Neeeſſuy mn ordine' Cog- 
noſcends & dicendi;, not a Natural Ne- 
ceſſity in ordine ec endi - not a Weceſſiy 
of the. T9wie tt felf 'as cauſed by the 
Pre.li&tion. pr' Decree z but a Neceſſity 
of the Trmth, of this Concluſion in argu- 
ing ;, [ſuch a thing ' will be, "becauſe God 
hath decretd; foreknown or forerold it: } 
" T0 B 3 ' or. 
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or [whatever God foretelleth, muſt neſ- 
ceſſarily come to paſs, that is, will cer- 
zainly come to paſs: but this God hath 
foretold ; therefore this will come to paſs.] 

Here are three obſervable points in 
the Text, that are worthy our diſtinct 
Confideration, though for brevity ſake 
I ſhall handle them together. 

I. That Chriſt was forſaken by bis 
own Diſciples, and left alone. | 

2. When the Diſciples left Chriſt, they 
were ſcattered every one to his own. They 
returned to their old Habitations, arid 


+ VV wa 


in ſecret to confer about theſe Matters. 
3. When Chriſt was forſaken of b's 
"Diſciples, and left alone, yet was he not 
forſaken of bis Father, nor left ſo alone 
as to be ſeparated from him or his love. 
We are now to conſider of this, not ' 
only as a part of Chriſts Humiliation, 
but alſo as a Point in which we muſt | 


expefF to be conformed to him. It may 
poſlibly 
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poſſibly ſeem ſtrange to us, that Chriſt 
would ſuffer ,all his Diſciples to for ſake 
him in his Extremity z and: I doubt it 
will ſeem ſtrange 70 us, when in our 
extremity, and our ſuffering for Chriſt 
(and perhaps for them) we ſhall find our 
ſelve3 forſaken by thoſe that. we. moſt 
highly. valued, and had the greateſt 
familiarity with. But there are many 
Reaſons of this permiſſive Providence 
open to our obleryation. 

1- No wonder, if when Chriſt was 


Tuffering for - $51, he . would: even then 


permit the Power and odiouſneſs of fin 


to-break forth, that it might be known 


he ſuffered '»0t -i vain. No: wonder, if 
he permitted his Followers to deſert 
him, and to-ſhew the latent Unbelief, 
and Selfiſhneſs, and unthankfulneſs that 
remained in them, that ſo they might 
know, that the death of Chriſt was .as 
neceſſary for them- as for others; and 
the univerſality of the Diſeaſe might 
ſhew the need that the Remedy ſhould 
be Univerſal, And it is none of Chriſts 
intent to make. his Servants to ſeem 
better than they are, to themſelves or 
others, or to honour himſelf by the hiding 
of their Faults, but to magnifie his par- 
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doning and healing grace, by the means or 
occaſion of the ſins which he pardoneth 
and healcth, | 

2. Hereby he will bring his Followers 
to the fuller knowledge of themſelves, 
and ſhew them that which all their 
days ſhould keep them humble, and 
watchful, and ſave them from preſump- 


tion and truſting in themſelves: When | 


we have made any full Confeffion of 
Chriſt, or done him any confiderable 
ſervice, we are apt to ſay with the 
Diſciples, fat. 19. 27. [ Behold, we have 
forſaken all, and followed thee; VVhat 
hall we have? }) As if they had rather 

en Givers to Chriſt, than © Receivers 
from him; and had highly merited at 
his hand, ; But when Peter forſwear- 


eth him, and the reſt ſhift for them- 


ſelves, :ni when they come to them- 
Glve: after ſuch cowardly and ungrate- 
af Dealings, then they will beter 
underſtand their We-kneiſs, and know 
on wb m they nyuſt Cepen). 


mW 
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3. Hereby alſo they ſhall better un- 
derſtand what they world have been, if 


God had left them to then;ſefves, that 
ſo they may be tharkul 'or grace recei. 
ved, and may not boaſt themſelves a- 

| g2inſt 


with God in ſolitude. -, 
oainſt the miſerable world, as if they had 
made themlelyes to differ, and. had not 
received all that grace by which they ex-. 
cel the common {ort * :Fhen' our falls have. 
hurt us and ſhamed,uvs#” we ſhall know to 
whom we muſt be beholden to. ſupPort us«, 

4. Chriſt would permit his Diſciples 
thus far to forſake him, becauſe he would' 
have no ſupport from man, in his ſufferings 
for man : - This was part of his voluntary 
humiliation, to be deprived of all earthly 
comforts, and to bear afflition even from: 
thoſe few, thar_ but lately were his faith- 
ful ſeryants :, that mer dealing like mer, 
and ſimers, while he was doing like God, 
and as a Saviour, no man might challenge 
to himſelf the honour of contributing to- 
the Redemption of the world,. ſo much 
as by encouraging the Redeemer, 

'S. Chriſt did permit the Faith and 
courage of his Dilciples thus far to fail,, 
that their witneſs, to 'him might be of the 
greater credit, and authorifF, when his. 
actual Reſurredion and the Communica- | 
tion of the Spirit ſhould compel them to 
believe : when all their doubts were difſ- 
ſipated, they that had' doubted themlſel-. 
ves, and yet were conſtrained to bclieve,' 
would be” received "as the moſt impartial. 

> By witneſſes. 
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witneſſes by the doubting world. 

6. Laſtly, by the delertion and diſſi- 
pation of his Diſciples, Chriſt would 
teach us whenever we are called to fol- 
low him in ſuffering, what to expe from 
the beſt of men; Even to know that of 
themſclyes they are untruſty, and may 
fail us : and therefore not to look for too 
much afſiſtance or encouragement from 
them. Paul lived in a time when Chri- 
ſtians were more ſelf-denying and ſted- 
faſt than they are now : And Paul was 
one that might better expect to be faith- 
fully accompanied in his ſufferings for 
Chriſt, than any of us : And yet he faith, 
2 Tim. 4. 16. [At my firſt anſwer no man 
food with me, but all men forſook_ me :] 
and prayeth, that. it be not laid to their 
charge : Thus you have ſeen ſome Rea- 
Tons why Chriſt conſented to be left of 
all, and permitted his Diſciples to deſert 
him in his-ſufferings. | 

Yet note; here, that it is but a partial 
eemporary forſaking that Chriſt permit- 
teth ; and not a total or final forſaking or 
Apoftaſie. Though he will let them ſee 
thac they are yet wen, yet will he not 
leave them to be but as other men : Nor 
will he quite caſt them off, or ſuffer them 
to periſh. | Nor 


with God in ſolitude. T1 
Nor isit all alike that thus forſake hims 
Peter doth not do as Fudas : The ſincere 
may manifeſt their i»firmity z but the Hy 
pocrites will manifeſt their Hypocriſie, 


And accordingly in our ſufferings our 
familiars that were falſ-hearted (as being 
worldlings and carnal at the heart may 
perhaps betray us, and ſer againſt us, or 
forſake the cauſe of Chriſt, and follow the 
way of gain and honour : when our temps. 
ted ſhrinking friends that yet may have 
ſome ſincerity, may perhaps look ſtrange 
at us, and ſeem not to kxow us, and may 
hide their heads, and ſhew their fears; 
and perhaps alſo begin to ſtudy ſome ſelf. 
deceiving arguments and diſtinQions, and 
to ſtretch their conſciences, and venture 
on ſome lin, becauſe they are aftaid to 
venture on affliction ; till Chriſt ſhall caſt 

'a gracious rebuking quickning aſpe& on 
them, and ſhame them for their ſinful 
ſhame, 8& fear them from their (inful fears, 
and inflame their Love to him by the mo- | 
tions of- his Love to them, and deſtroy 
the Love that turned them for him : And 
then the ſame-men that. diſhonovyrably 
failed Chriſt and us, and began to ſhrink, 


will turn back and re-aſſume their _ 
an 
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and by patient ſuffering overcome, and 
win the Crown as we have done before 
them. 


Vſe. Hriſtians, expe& to be confor- 

ALL med to your Lord in thzs part 
of his Humiliation alſo : Are your friends 
yet faſt and friendly to you ? For all that 


expect that mary of them at leaſt ſhould. 


prove leſs friendly - and promiſe not 
your ſelves an unchanged conſtancy in 
them - Are they yet «/eful to you ? ex- 


pet the time- when they cannot help . 


you : Are they your comforters and de- 


ight, and'is their company much of your 
folace upon earth? Be ready for the 


time when they may become your ſharp- | 


eſt ſcourges, and moſt heart-peircing 
griefs, or at leaſt when you ſhall ſay, We 
Have no pleaſure in them. Have any of 
them, or all; already failed you ? what 
wonder ?” Are they not men, and ſinners? 
To whom were they ever ſo conſtant as 
not to fail them ? Rebuke your ſelves for 
your unwarrantable expectations from 
them + And learn hereafter to know what 
man is, and expet thatfriends ſhould uſe 
you as followeth. 

| .1, Some 
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7* Some of them that you thought 
ſizcere, ſhall prove jerhaps anfairhful and. 
diſſemblers, and upon fallings cur, or mat- 
ters of ſeif-wtereſt may ſeek your ruine. 
Are you better th:n David that hail an 
Achitophel ? or than Paul that had a De- 
4s ? or than Chriſt that had a 7udas? 
Some will for/ak: God: what wonder 
then jf they forſake you ? Becauſe 11119us- 
ty ſhall abound, the love of many ſhall wax 
cold, Mat. 24. 12 Where pride and 
vain glory, anc Tenfuality :nd worldlincts 
are unmortified at the heart, there is 
no truſtineſs in ſuch perſons : For their 
wealth, or honour,” or fleſhly intereſt, 
| they will part with God and their Sal- 
vation 3 much more with their beſt de- 
ſerving friends. Why may not.you as 
well as Fob have occaſion to complain, 
LHe hath put my Brethren far from mes 
and my Acquaintance are very eſtranged 
from me : My hinsfolk, have failed, and 
my familiar Friends have forgetten- me : 
They that dwellin my Houſe, and my Maid- 
ens count me for a Stranger : Tam an A- 
lien in their ſi;ht:- I called my Servant, 
and he gave me no Anſwer : 1 mntreated 
him with my mouth : My breath is ftrange 
to my Wife ;, theuch ] intreated for the 

Childrens 
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Childrens ſake of my own Body: - Yea, | 
young Children diſpiſed me :- I aroſe, and | 
they ſpake againſt me: All my inward | 
friends abhorred me : and they whom I | 
loved are turned againſt me, Job 19. 13,. 

I4, 15, 16,17, I”, 19. Why may not | 


you as well as David be put to lay, Yes 
mine own familiar Friend in whom I truſt- 
ed, which did eat of my Bread, hath lift 
' up bis Heel againſt me!) Pl, 41. g. 
Thoſe that have been moſt acquainted 
with the ſecrets of your Soul, and pri- 
vy to your very thoughts, may be the 
perſons that ſhall betray you, or grow 
ſtrange-to you. Thoſe that ' you have 
moſt obliged by benefits,” may prove 
your greateit Enemies. You may find 
ſome of your Friends like Birds of prey, 
that hover about you for what they can 
Set, and when they have catcht it, fly a- 
way. If you have given them all that 
you have, they will  forſake yau, and 
perhaps reproach you, becauſe you have 
no more to give them. They are your 
Friends more for what*they yer exped? 
from you, than for what they have al- 
my received. If you cannot till be 
helptul to them, or fee] their covetous 
deſires, or ſupply- their wants, you are 

: to 
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to them but as one that they had ne- 
yer known. Many a faithful Miniſter 
of Chriſt hath tudied, and preacht, and 
prayed, and wept for their Peoples Souls, 
and after all have bcen- taken for their 
Enemies, and uled as fſuch; yea even 
becauſe they have done ſo much for them. 
Like the Patient, that being cured of 
a-mortal ſickneſs, ſued his Phyſician at 
Law for making him fick with the Phy- 
ſick (But it is indeed ozr #ncured Pati- 
ents only that are offended with us.) 
Paul was accounted an Enemy to the 
Galathians, becanſe he told them the 
truth. Ungrateful truth maketh the 
faithfullet Preachers moſt ungrateful. It 
muſt ſeem no wonder to a Preacher of 
the Goſpe], when he hath entreated, 
prayed, and wept night and day for 
miſerable Souls, and laid his hands as it 
were under their feet in hopes of their 
Converſion and Salvation, to find them 
after all, his bitter Encmies, and feek- 
ing his DeſtruQtion, that could have laid 
down his Life for their Salvation. Jeremy 
ſeemed too impatient under this afliQt- 
on, when he ſaid [G:ve heed to me, O 
Lord, and hearken to the Voice of them 
that contend with me: Shall Evil be re- 
| compenſed 
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rr meet, 'h; ir Children to ws 
famine, and pour out their blood by the | 
foret of-: the-S:ord; &c. Jer, T8; 19: 20. 

Thys_may Ingratitude aMi& you, and 
kindne[s: be, fequited, with. unkindneſs, 
and fhe;greiteſt benefits be forgotten, 
and requited with the greateſt wrongs: 
Your old Familiars may be your Foes : 
and you may be put to ſay as feremy [For 
1 heard the defaming of many: Fear on 
every. ſide; Report, , ſay they, and we will 
report it: All my Familiars watched for 
my halting, . ſaying, Peraduenture he will 
be enticed, and we ſhall prevail againſt 
him, and we ſhall take our revenge on him, | 
Jer. 20. 10. Thus inuft the Servants of 
Chriſt be uled,_ in conformity to their 
ſuffering Head, 

2. Ani ſome that are ſincere, and 
whoſe hearts'are_with you, may yct be 
drawn. by. temptation to diſown. you: 
When malice. is ſlanderins you, time-. 
rous friendſhip” may perhaps be filent, 
and afraid. to juſtifie you or take your 
part - When, a Peter in.ſuch, imbecility 
and fear can diſown and deny his ſuffer- 


3ng 


. 3ng Lord, what wonder if taint hearted 
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friends diſown you, or. me, that may 
give them too much occaſion or pretence? 
Why may not you znd I be put to ſay 
as David did, Pſal. 38. 11, 12. [My le- 


_ ers and my Friends ftand aloof from my 


ſort, and my Kinſmen ftand afar off : They 
that ſeek. jr 98 my Life lay Snares for me: 
And they that ſeek my hurt ſreak, miſchie- 
wous things, and imagine deceits all the 


day long. ] They that in fearfulneſs will 


' failtheir Maker and Redeemer, and ha- 
"zard their Salvation, may by . a ſmaller 


temptation be drawn to fail ſuch friends 
as we. | : 

3. Moreover, a hundred things may 
occaſion fallings out, even amongſt unſeign- 
ed Friends : Paſſion: may ' caule inconve- 
nient ations or <cxpreſſions, and: theſe 
may cauſe paſſions in their Friends ; and 
theſe may grow ſo high til! Friends do 
ſeem to one znother to be like Enemies : 
Paul and Barnabas may grow 1o hot, as 
to fall out to a parture. How eaſily can 
Satan ſet fire on the Tinder which he 
findeth in the beſt and gentleſt natures, 


_ If God permit him? No Friends fo near 


and dear, that paſſionate weakneſſes may 
not either alienate or make a grief to 
one 
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. one another z how apt are we to tak un- 
kindneſſes at one another, and to be ſu/- 
pricious of our Friends, or offended with 
them? And how apt to give oc aſton of 
ſuch offence? How apt are we to cen- 
ſure one another, and to mifinter ret 
the words and ations of our Friend; ? 
And how apt to give occaſion of ſuch 
miſtakes and cutting cenſures ? And the 
more kindneſs we have found in, or ex- 
peed fromour Friends, the more their 
real or ſuppoſed injuries will affe& us. 
We are aptto ſay, [Had it been a ftran- 
ger, I could have born it : But tobe uſed 
thus by my boſom or familiar Friend, goes 
uear my heart.] And indeed the unkind- 
nets: of Friends is no ſmall aſſliction; the 
ſuffering going uſually as near the Heart, 
as the perſon that cauſed it was near it : 
Eſpecially when our own weakneſs cay- 


ſeth us to forget the frailty and infirmi- |! 
ties of Man, and with what alſowances ' 
and expeations we muſt chooſe and uſe ' 


our Friends; and when we forgets the 
Love that remaineth in the midſt of 
paſſions. 

4. Alſo croſs Intereſts and unſuitableneſs 
may excecdingly interrupt the faſteſt. 
friendſhip, Friendſhip is very much found- 

; Me 
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ed in ſuitableneſs, and maintained by it - 
And among mortals, there is no perfect 
ſaitableneſs to be found; but much un- 
ſuitablencſs ſtill remaineth. That which 
pleaſeth- one, 1s diſpleaſing to another - 
One liketh this place, and the other that: 
One litketh this habit, and the other that : 
One is for mirth, and the other for ſ:d- 
nels: One for talk, and the other for fi- 
lence : One for a publick, and the other 
for a private life, And their perſonallity 
or individuation having ſelf-love as inſe- 
parable, will unayoidably cauſe a contra- 
riety_of intereſts, The Creatnre is in- 
ſufficient for us : If one have it, perhaps 
the other muſt want it: Like a covering 
too narrqw for the ted. Sometimes our 
Reputations feem to and croſs, ſo that 
one mans is diminiſhed by anothers : and 
then how apt is envy to create a grudge, 
and raiſe unfriendly jealouſies and dif- 
taſtes. Sometimes the Commodity of one 
is the diſcommodity of the other : And 
then [fine and Thine)] (which are con- 
trary to the community of friendſhip) 
may divide and alienate, and make two 
of thoſe that ſeemed one. The inſtances 
of Abraham and Lot (upon the differ- 
ence among their Servants) and of Iſaac 
and 
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and Iſhmael, and of Facob and Eſas, and. 


of, Laban and Facob, and of Leah and Ra. 


chel, and of Joſeph and his Brethren, and 


of Saul and David, and- of Ziba Mephi-. 


boſheth and David, with many others tell 
us this. | It is rare to meet with a oras 
than, that will endearedly love that man 


to the death, who is appointed to Cde- 
prive him ofa Kingdom. If one can but * 
ſay Wl ſuffer -by him, or I am 4 looſer by | 
bim]. it Frome engugh ta. Ar”, un] - 
friendly thoughts" -an! a&ions.. When * 
we pc delires af all the CQs 


you can gr 
; ambirious,, ſelf-ſccking petſon<in 


leſs their min 


Friends, 


Fg; Croſs opinions allo 'are like to alie. 


nate many of your Friends, This age 


hath, over and ever ag2in given the world - 


" as full and (:d {emonſtrarions of the pow- 


" er of Cyofi opinions, to alienate Friends, | 


| and.make d viſions, as moſt ages of the 
World have ever had. If your Friend be 

; proud;it's won Jerful how: tie will flight 
, You, an! . withdraw hi- Love, : if you be 


not of; h ©m19d; If he be. Lealons, he i eq- | 


fily. Free, to __ it a Part of his 
ay 


- Y; F124, Or elle. c cure their i Eg] 
pot nds with pegfea Cha- " 
rity\, then. al: the. Wald will be your |} 


K. 
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| diſownerh. the truth'of 
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duty 49, God, to'difoiyn you if you dif- 
fer "from him, as taking'yp ou for 'one:that 

;od.iand there- 
that God' himſelf tifowneth.; or 
old in his #feQion t0= 


ward: you! 46d to.dedine from you, as 
pb OP. 


is ogh and treaſure of ARG 


ing with your ſelv*s; then you ray have” 


hope to eſcape _th& ruptures,” which-wnz 


likelinefs' and *&ifferences of appreheaſl? 
' ons might elſc 'cavle Y 
'6: + Moreover, fome-of your: friends | 


may / fo far 'overercw you in 5. OC. 


wealth, or honour, or worth, in thivie ohne | 
conceits, tliat: theymay begin totaks you | 


tobe nifoirable for: them, arid unmeet 
for their further-ſpeciat friendhip.: Alas 
poor man,/ they will pity: thee'thar thou 


art no wiſer, and that thou haſt no grea- 


ter light t0 clogs thy mind as faſt' as 
\ th 5, 


you'do from God. - Sn 


# 
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they, or that thou art ſo weak and igno- 
rant as not to ſee what ſeems to them ſo 
cleara truth; or that thou art ſo ſimple 
__to-calt: away thy ſelf by croſſing them 
' that might prefer thee, or. to' fall under 
the diſpleaſure of thoſe that have,power 
to raiſe or-ruine thee : . But if thou be fo 
ſimple, thoy mayefſt be the, abjcR of their. 


lamentation, but art no famrliar friend for . 


them. -They think it fitteſt to cloſe and 
conyerle; with thoſe of their own rank and 
tatnre, and not with ſuch farubs.and chil- 
argn, that may prove their trouble and 
diſhonour. 44.2 

7... And ſome of, your friends will, 
: think that by a. more through acquain- 
tance - with you, / they ., have found: 
qut more of your -1»firmities or faults; 
and therefore have. found that you are 
leſs aimable and valuable than at firſt they 
judged you -: They will think that by 
- diftance, unacquaintedneſs, and an over- 
haſty love and judgment, they.-were 
miſtaken in you z anc that now they ſee 
reaſon to repent of the love which they 
think was-guilty of ſome errors and ex- 
ceſs; when they come nearer you, and 
have had mote-tryal of you, they will 
think they are fitter to judge of you than 

| before - 
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before : And indeed our defeats are fo 
many, and "all our infirmitics ſo great, . 
that the moge men know. us, the more. 
they may ſee in us that deſerveth pity or 
reproof; and as Pictures, we appear leſs 
beautiful at the neareſt view: Though 
this will not warrant the withdrawing. of 
that Loye which is due to friends, and to 
vertue even in the imperfect : nor will 
excuſe that alienation and decay of 
friendſhip that is cauſed by the pride of 
ſuch as overlook, perhaps much greater 
failings and weakneſſes in themſelyves,- 
which need forgiveneſs. \ 
8. And perhaps ſome of 'your Friends 
will grow weary of their Fficndſhip, ha- 
ving that infirmity of humane nature, 
not to .be much pleaſed with one thing 
| long. Their love is a flower that quick- 
ly withereth: It is a ſhortliv'd thing 
! that ſoon groweth old. It muſt be novel- 
| ' hy muſt feed their loye and their de. 
; Ugat. | 
{ 9. And perhaps they. may have got 
| ſome better Friends in their apprehen-. 
' fions, that may have ſo much intereſt as 
to take them up, and leave no room for 
antient Friends, It may be they have 
met with thoſe that are more ſuitable, or 
| CAN 


Can be more, uſeful tq them - that have , 
wore learning, or Wit, or weal;þ, or power, 
than you have, and therefore {eern more | 


worthy of their Friendſhip. 5 
10. And ſome of them may.think when 


you are in a low and ſuffering ftute, and | 


in danger of worſe, that it is part of their... 
duty of ſelf-preſervation ta be ſtrange to 


you; though in heart they wiſh you well.) 
They will think they are not bound to 
hazard themlelves upon the diſplealure 


of ſupericurs, to. own or befriend you or 


any other : Though they muſt not dElert 

Chriſt, they think they may deſert a man 

for their, own preſeryarion. | 
"To avoid bath extieams in ſach a caſe 


men wut both” fiudy to underſtand which | 


way is moſt ferviceitle to Chriſt, and to 


his Church; and withal to be able to de- | 


—_ ” ” 
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ny themfelves, and Iſo muſt Rudy to un- 


derſtand what Chriſt meaneth in his-fi- | 


nal ſentence [7 as much as you did it (or 
did it not) to orie "of the leaſt of theſe my 
Brethren, you aid it (or dia it not (to me, 
As if it were to viſit the Contagious, we 
muſt neither caſt away our lives to do 70 
god, or for that which ih value holdeth 
no proportion with them; nor yet muſt 
 Wwedeny to runany hazard when it is 5#- 


deed | 


oe PI 


CY 


with Godin ſolitude. 25 
deed our duty : SO is it in our viſiting thoſe 
that ſuffer for the cauſe of Chriſt : (but 
that here the owning them being the cox-. 
feſſing of him, we need more 1eldom to 
! | fear being too forward.) 
11. And ſome of your friends may co- 
ver their faithfulneſs with the pretence of 
ſome fault that you have been guilty of, 
| ſome errour that you hold, or tome wx- 
”"hanſom or culpable a&t that you have done, 
or ſome duty that you have left undone or 
failed in. For they think there is not a 
better ſhelter for their faithfulneſs, 
then topretend for it the Name and Canſe 
of God, andſo tomake a duty of their ſim; 
Who would not juſtifie them, if they 
can but prove, that God requireth them, 
and Rel;gion obligeth them to forſake you 
for your faults? There arc few crimes in 
the world that by ſome are not fathered. 
on God (that moſt hateth them)as think- 
ing no name-can ſo much honour them. 
Falſe friends therefore uſe this means as 
well as other Hypocrites: And though 
Ged is Love, and condemneth nothing 
more than uncharitableneſs & malice.yet 
theſe are commonly by falſharted Hypa- 
crites, called by pions vertuous names, 
and God himſelf is entitled ro them Aw 
that 


L 


